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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

DAILY NEWS, LP; CHICAGO TRIBUNE
COMPANY, LLC; and ORLANDO SENTINEL Civil Action No. 26-cv-9554
COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY, LLC,
COMPLAINT

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

Plaintiffs,

V.

BRAVE SOFTWARE, INC.

Defendant.

Plaintiffs Chicago Tribune Company, LLC (“The Chicago Tribune”), Daily News, LP
(“The Daily News”), and Orlando Sentinel Communications Company, LLC (“The Orlando
Sentinel”) (collectively, the “Publishers”), by their attorneys Rothwell, Figg, Ernst & Manbeck,
P.C., for their complaint against Brave Software, Inc. (“Brave”), allege as follows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. This case concerns Brave’s central role in copying and distributing unlawfully
acquired copyrighted content, including content scraped from the Publishers’ prominent
newspaper websites, to its own users and other generative artificial intelligence (“GenAl”)
companies. Brave also offers products specifically designed to circumvent the technical measures
that the Publishers and other content owners use to control access to their copyrighted material.
Brave is the supplier, dealer, and distributor of stolen copyrighted content for its own users and

many of the most prominent GenAl companies, including Anthropic, Perplexity, Mistral, xAl, and
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Cohere.! In this way, Brave acts both like a burglar that misappropriates the content of publishers,
and an Al “fence” that sells stolen content to third parties. And the third parties are serving as the
knowing receivers of that stolen content, which they have used to build their trillion dollar
businesses.

2. At first, Brave offered its users a search engine called “Brave Search.” Unlike many
companies whose search engines referred inquiries to Google Search or Microsoft Bing, Brave
sought to develop an independent search capability. Brave compiled a search “index” by copying
billions of websites scraped from the internet (the “Brave Index”). According to Brave, the Brave
Index currently includes “over 30 billion webpages, with millions of new pages indexed each
day.”” A Brave Search user could query Brave Search, which would then provide links to websites
that might include responsive information, and possibly a few words from the website for the
user’s reference. Brave, however, has never disclosed the name of its “bot”—i.e., the software
agent it uses to crawl the internet and scrape material from other companies’ websites.® In other
words, Brave crawled and copied content from the over 30 billion webpages in the Brave Index
without identifying itself or providing website owners with any mechanism to block its crawler.

3. But by 2023, Brave had made little headway in the search business. So instead,
Brave adopted a new business model: it decided to monetize its index of scraped web pages. It did

so in at least two new ways.

'Brave Search API, BRAVE, https://brave.com/search/api/ (stating that the Brave API is “trusted by the world’s top
Al labs” including Cohere and Mistral as well as “ones it can’t name”) (last visited Oct. 29, 2026); About Brave,
BRAVE, https://brave.com/about/ (stating that the Brave API is “[u]sed by some of the biggest names in Al,
including Cohere, Mistral, Perplexity, and You.com™) (last visited Oct. 29, 2026); Leo—Brave’s Al browser
assistant that preserves users’ privacy—is now available to desktop users, BRAVE (Nov. 2, 2023),
https://brave.com/blog/leo-launch/ (““Anthropic used Brave’s Search API to train their latest model, Claude 2, on
high-quality data to help optimize Claude’s outputs for retrieval augmented generation (RAG) queries.”).

2 Brave AI, BRAVE, https://brave.com/ai/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
3 Brave Search Crawler, BRAVE, https://search.brave.com/help/brave-search-crawler (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).

2
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4, First, Brave added to Brave Search an Al feature called “Ask Brave.”* Ask Brave
provides direct responses to users’ queries by providing content published online and copied into
the Brave Index to a large language model (“LLM”) through a process called retrieval augmented
generation (“RAG”). The LLM in turn generates responses, which Brave displays to users, which
often include verbatim text from and detailed summaries of the copyrighted material on that
website. Brave refers to this functionality as “Al Grounding.””

5. Second, through its Brave Search Application Programming Interface (the “Brave
APTI”), Brave serves as an illicit source of unlicensed copyrighted material, including copyrighted
material owned by the Publishers, to other Al companies. Instead of compiling their own collection
of copyrighted data to use for training and RAG, which is resource-intensive, requires ongoing
updates, and is a potential source of legal exposure, other Al companies pay Brave to provide them
with real-time online content from the Brave Index. Al companies then use the Brave Index, with
Brave’s knowledge and approval, to train their own Al models, or to access content they use to
respond to specific user queries (through the RAG process), or both. Further, Brave advertises and
promotes certain specific use cases to attract third parties looking to use the Brave Index and the
copyrighted content that Brave has scraped and copied for substitutive purposes. One substitutive
use that Brave promotes is “News,” which is “a specialized index of articles sourced from trusted
outlets worldwide”—including the Publishers’ newspapers—that offers “access to breaking news,
historical articles, and comprehensive coverage for your applications.”® Brave also promotes its

“LLM Context” endpoint by explaining that it gives users direct access to the websites in the Brave

4 Introducing Ask Brave, BRAVE (Sept. 29, 2025), https://brave.com/blog/ask-brave/.

SIntroducing Al Grounding with Brave Search API, providing enhanced search performance in Al applications,
BRAVE (Aug. 5, 2025, last updated Sept. 1, 2025), https://brave.com/blog/ai-grounding/.

¢ News Search, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/news-search
(last visited Oct. 29, 2026).
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Index, and it “returns extracted page chunks and source metadata in a shape and length that satisfies
the needs of an LLM without need for further scraping.”’

6. Brave also provides a third product, a web browser (the “Brave Browser”), that
likewise provides copies of paywalled copyrighted content, including the Publishers’ content, to
users. The Brave Browser includes a default setting that, when activated, causes the browser to go
behind website paywalls and provide the paywalled content to the user. The setting is called

“Paywall blocker,” and Brave promotes it as allowing users to “Bypass Paywalls.”

Paywall blocker
Bypass Paywalls Clean Filters

7. The Brave Browser also includes “Brave News,” which “is completely free to use”
and provides: “Private, personalized news. From hundreds of sources. Right in your browser.”®

Brave promotes hundreds of top publishers,’ including the Chicago Tribune, accessible through

its paywall-evading Browser as shown in the Brave Browser screenshot below:

7 LLM Context: Web search for Al agents and chatbots, BRAVE SEARCH AP, https://api-
dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/llm-context (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).
8 Brave News, BRAVE, https://brave.com/brave-news/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).

° Brave Software, Brave News: Customized News Feeds & RSS, VIMEO (Jan. 31, 2023),
https://vimeo.com/794414940?fl=pl&fe=sh.
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Brave News B X
Following 0 sources VICE US Bon Appétit Laptop Mag
Gamepressure DualShockers MDPI
+ A
Country Living Magazine  Chicago Tribune Axios
”
Digital Spy Radio Times Popsugar
XKCD CinemaBlend Food.com
8. The Brave Browser also includes built-in ad-blocking features that remove paid

advertisements from the Publishers’ websites and show users Brave’s own ads instead.

0. The Publishers’ content, including copyrighted content, features prominently in
Brave’s products. As shown in multiple examples provided below, a user asking Brave for
information on a topic will often receive information taken from a copyrighted article that appeared
in one of the Publishers’ newspapers. Brave has never asked for the Publishers’ permission to
access their websites, much less to copy the material and provide it to users or other Al companies.
On the contrary, as noted above, Brave allows its users to bypass the Publishers’ paywalls without
their consent, and has taken other steps that prevent the Publishers from blocking Brave’s access
to the Publishers’ websites. Brave has never compensated the Publishers for the unlawful use,
copying, and distribution of the Publishers’ copyrighted content. Indeed, Brave boasts that, unlike

5
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its major competitors, it blocks paid advertising that would otherwise appear on the Publishers’
websites, and instead shows its own ads, offering its users a cut of the revenue even as it deprives
the Publishers of digital advertising revenue that helps them fund the expensive effort of producing
journalism.

10.  For these reasons, and others explained below, Brave occupies a niche in the Al
industry from which it plays a central role in compiling, copying, and distributing unlawfully
acquired copyrighted content, including content scraped from the Publishers’ websites.

11.  Braveisadirect infringer with respect to the content it scraped to compile the Brave
Index and with respect to the copyrighted content it provides to users and other Al companies
through its Ask Brave and Brave API services. Brave is a contributory and vicarious infringer
when it deliberately induces, facilitates, controls, and profits from its users’ and GenAl customers’
copying of the copyrighted content. And Brave has violated the Digital Millennium Copyright Act
(“DMCA”) by circumventing the technological measures that the Publishers and other content
owners use to control access to the copyrighted material on their websites. While Brave has made
more than $100 million by copying and reselling publishers’ work without consent or permission,
publishers have received nothing.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

12. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a),
because this action arises under the Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq. and the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 1201 ef seq. This Court has jurisdiction over the
Publishers’ common-law claims under 28 U.S.C. § 1332 in that Plaintiffs and Defendant are
citizens of different states and the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000, and under 28 U.S.C. §

1367.
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13.  Jurisdiction over Brave is proper because it has purposely availed itself of the
privilege of conducting business in New York. In addition, a substantial portion of Brave’s
infringing activities and other unlawful conduct alleged herein occurred in New York, including
(1) the distribution and sale of Brave’s products and services to customers in New York, (ii) the
unlawful theft and infringement of copyrighted content from the Publishers’ websites, which are
maintained in New York, and (iii) the unlawful circumvention of the protective measures by which
the Publishers protect the contents of their websites. Moreover, Brave’s copyright infringement
and DMCA violations have caused direct and foreseeable harm to the Publishers and other New
York-based entities, by depriving them of revenue from licensing, subscriptions, advertising, and
other services offered through their websites.

14. In addition, upon information and belief, inquiries to the Brave API, one of the
Brave Al products at the center of the Publishers’ claims in this case, pass through a server located
in New York City. Specifically, inquiries to the Brave API pass through a server with the IP
address 75.2.96.101. The server associated with that IP address is located in The Bronx, within
the Southern District of New York.!°

15. Upon information and belief, senior executives and other employees of Brave
reside and work in New York. For example, Brave’s Chief Financial Officer (Bill Engles)'!, Vice
President of Sales for Global Brave Ads (Richard Rosenzweig)'?, International Growth Product
Manager (Andy Andersen)'?, Senior Director of Business Development for Search API (Carlos

Acevedo)', Senior Director of Advertising Sales (Peter Adams II)'5, Senior Technical Product

107P Lookup 75.2.96.101, BIGDATACLOUD, https://www.bigdatacloud.com/ip-lookup/75.2.96.101 (last visited Oct.
30, 2026).

' Bill Engles, LINKEDIN, https://www.linkedin.com/in/billenglesnyc/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

12 Richard Rosenzweig, LINKEDIN, https://www linkedin.com/in/richardrosenzweig/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

13 Andy Andersen, LINKEDIN, https://www linkedin.com/in/andyandersenl/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

14 Carlos Acevedo, LINKEDIN, https://www.linkedin.com/in/clacevedo/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

15 Peter Adams II, LINKEDIN, https://www.linkedin.com/in/padams2/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

7
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Manager (Brian Fung)'¢, and GTM Leader (Ben Segal)!” are located in New York City. Upon
information and belief, these employees based in New York are directly and responsibly involved
in, and knowledgeable concerning, the development, implementation, maintenance, and/or
promotion of the technology that Brave uses to gather and unlawfully infringe the Publishers’
copyrighted content.

16. Upon information and belief, the individuals identified above, as well as other
Brave officers and employees, promote, advertise, and market Brave’s products in New York, with
the intention and result that Brave contracts for the sale of services in New York. Brave’s
customers include companies headquartered in New York, or with offices in New York, including
NYIAX. Brave regularly sponsors, exhibits at, and provides speakers for, Al-industry events in
New York City, including the Al Summit New York in 20238 2024!° and 2025%, Permissionless

IV in 2025%!, the AIE Code Summit in 2025?%, and apidays New York in 20262,

16 Brian Fung, LINKEDIN, https://www.linkedin.com/in/fungbrian/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

17 Ben Segal, LINKEDIN, https://www.linkedin.com/in/bensegal/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

18 Brave, Jan Piotrowski, VP and Head of Search Business for Brave, will be on stage at The Al Summit New York
next week!, LINKEDIN (Dec. 1, 2023), https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aisummit-artificialintelligence-share-
7136356020787777536-YSOL/.

192024 Speakers, THE Al SUMMIT NEW YORK 2024,
https://web.archive.org/web/20241210113542/https:/newyork.theaisummit.com/conference-speakers (archived Dec.
10, 2024); Exhibitors - Brave Software, THE Al SUMMIT NEW YORK 2024,
https://web.archive.org/web/20241210123003/https:/newyork.theaisummit.com/exhibitors/brave-software (archived
Dec. 10, 2024).

20 Brave, Thank you to everyone who stopped by our booth at AI Summit NYC last week!, LINKEDIN (Dec. 19, 2025),
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/thank-you-to-everyone-who-stopped-by-our-ugcPost-7407862626418085888-
cxV9/; Brave, Repost of Creating a popup podcast studio on a conference show floor? GENIUS!, LINKEDIN (Dec.
16, 2025), https://Inkd.in/p/eY WNWSENE.

2! Brave, Brave Co-Founder and CEO Brendan Eich will be speaking at Permissionless 1V this week in NYC!,
LINKEDIN (June 24, 2025), https://www.linkedin.com/posts/brave-co-founder-and-ceo-brendan-eich-will-share-
7343353991797387266-h6HP/.

22 Brave, Comment to CV is powering the Official Hackathon for the AIE Code Summit this weekend in NYC!,
LINKEDIN (Nov. 18, 2025), https://Inkd.in/p/eHMBwr7].

23 Brave, Repost of Thank you to Brave, Silver Sponsor of apidays New York 2026, LINKEDIN (Apr. 20, 2026),
https://Inkd.in/p/eGmGjQVp.
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17.  Brave’s contacts with New York also include the company’s “Brave Ads” program,
discussed below. This program targets users in New York, and as of October 30, 2026, Brave
reported 10 active ad campaigns underway in New York State.**

18.  Based on the foregoing, venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(a)
because Brave is subject to the personal jurisdiction of this Court with respect to the claims at issue
in this case, and therefore Brave is deemed to reside in this District. Venue is also proper under
28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because a substantial part of the events giving rise to the Publishers’ claims
occurred in this District, including the marketing, sale, and licensing of Brave’s Al products that
were built on the infringement of the Publishers’ intellectual property, including that of The Daily
News, which is situated within this District. Brave has offered and sold its services to New York
residents, and Brave enjoys a substantial base of active users in New York.

THE PARTIES

19.  Plaintiff Daily News, LP is a Delaware limited partnership with offices located in
New York. The Daily News publishes digital and print products, including its core news product,
the New York Daily News, which is available on its mobile application, on its website
(www.nydailynews.com), and as a printed newspaper. The Daily News owns over 9,000
registered, copyrighted newspaper issues, including those set forth in Exhibit A (“Daily News
Content”). The registered issues include over 500,000 articles.

20.  Plaintiff Chicago Tribune Company, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company
with a principal place of business located in Illinois. The Chicago Tribune publishes digital and
print products, including its core news product, the Chicago Tribune, which is available on its

mobile application, on its website (www.chicagotribune.com), and as a printed newspaper. The

24 Transparency Data Feed: Brave Browser Stats & Rewards/BAT Activity, BRAVE, https://brave.com/transparency/
(last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
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Chicago Tribune owns over 15,000 registered, copyrighted newspaper issues, including those set
forth in Exhibit B (“Chicago Tribune Content”). The registered issues include over 1.2 million
articles.

21.  Plaintiff Orlando Sentinel Communications Company, LLC is a Delaware limited
liability company with a principal place of business located in Florida. The Orlando Sentinel
publishes digital and print products, including its core news product, the Orlando Sentinel, which
is available on its mobile application, on its website (www.orlandosentinel.com), and as a printed
newspaper. The Orlando Sentinel owns over 8,500 registered, copyrighted newspaper issues,
including those set forth in Exhibit C (““Orlando Sentinel Content”). The registered issues include
over 400,000 articles.

22.  Braveis a closely-held Delaware corporation with its principal place of business in
San Francisco, California.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

| The Publishers

23. The Daily News is the publisher of the New York Daily News, which was the first
newspaper in America to publish in the now-familiar tabloid format. Established in 1919, and
originally called the Illustrated Daily News, the Daily News has long been renowned especially
for its award-winning photojournalism, its iconic headlines and front-page visuals, and its in-depth
coverage of local events, politics, and sports. The Daily News received its most recent Pulitzer
Prize for Public Service in 2017 for (in the words of the Pulitzer organization) its coverage of
“widespread abuse of eviction rules by the police to oust hundreds of people, most of them poor
minorities.” In 2007, the Daily News’s editorial board won the Pulitzer Prize for a series of
editorials highlighting the declining health of the thousands of 9/11 first responders. Following the

Daily News’s reporting, Congress passed the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act,

10
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Pub. L. 111-347, which established a federal program to monitor the health of 9/11 first responders,
and to provide aid to those responders in need.

24. The Chicago Tribune is the publisher of the Chicago Tribune. Established in 1847,
the Chicago Tribune emerged eight years later as one of the first and leading voices for “Free Soil”
and the abolition of slavery in the United States. The Chicago Tribune was an early promoter of
Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 presidential candidacy, and ardently supported his administration.
Following the Civil War, the Chicago Tribune remained a leading voice in the industrial Midwest
during the late 19th and 20th centuries. Its impact on national and international news has been
significant. In 1919, the Chicago Tribune was the first to obtain and publish the text of the Treaty
of Versailles, which ended the First World War. On May 1, 1974, the Chicago Tribune was the
first newspaper to publish a full transcript of President Richard Nixon’s Oval Office tapes, leading
to his resignation in August of that year. In 1933, the Chicago Tribune’s sports editor created the
first Major League Baseball all-star game. The Chicago Tribune staff and reporters have won 29
Pulitzer Prizes, including most recently in 2026 (in the Local Reporting category, for coverage of
the militarized immigration sweep of the city); in 2022 (in the Local Reporting category, for a
series on Chicago’s deficient building- and fire-safety code enforcement); in 2017 (for Feature
Photography, depicting a boy and his mother as their lives moved forward after he survived a
shooting); and in 2017 (Public Service, for reporting on harmful pharmacy practices, and
particularly noting that the reporting led to reforms that prevented future harm).

25. The Orlando Sentinel is the publisher of the Orlando Sentinel. The Orlando
Sentinel 1s the successor to the Orange County Reporter, which issued its first edition in 1876.
Currently, the Orlando Sentinel covers a diverse part of Florida that includes tourism, construction

and development, agriculture, Disney World, and NASA’s Kennedy Space Center. From 2001

11
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through 2022, the Orlando Sentinel published a weekly Spanish-language paper, El Sentinel. In
addition to chronicling the rapid transformation of central Florida from a rural agricultural region
to a global vacation and space hub, the Orlando Sentinel has received accolades for its reporting,
having won three Pulitzer Prizes. The prizes included one for investigative reporting for
chronicling racial profiling and unjust property seizures by a local sheriff’s office (1993) and two
for editorial writing regarding lax growth management (1982) and predatory lending practices in
Florida (2000). More recently, the Orlando Sentinel was named a Pulitzer finalist in 2017 for its
breaking news coverage of the Pulse nightclub massacre. It also was named a Pulitzer finalist in
2013 in local reporting for a hazing tragedy at Florida A&M University.

II. Brave and Its Products
A. Brave

26.  Brave was founded in 2015 by Brendan Eich and Brian Bondy. It remains a closely
held company, and one of its self-professed selling points is its purported attention to users’
privacy. The company cites its purported concern for users’ privacy as a shield against scrutiny
of its own activities, and detailed information on the company’s operations is not readily available.
Third-party sources report that early investors in Brave include, in addition to Eich and Bondy,
Peter Thiel (through his capital firm, Founders Fund), Pantera Capital, Digital Currency Group,
Foundation Capital and Propel Venture Partners. Third-party reports state that Brave’s 2025
revenue passed $100 million, up from about $52 million in 2024. As of September 30, 2026, the
Brave Browser had close to 130 million monthly users and over 50 million daily users.?> Brave

Search answers more than 50 million queries per day, and a third of those queries lead to an Al-

2 Transparency Data Feed: Brave Browser Stats & Rewards/BAT Activity, BRAVE, https://brave.com/transparency/
(last visited Oct. 30, 2026).

12
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generated response.?® According to a February 2026 blog post, the Brave API handles billions of
API calls weekly,”” meaning that Brave’s use by other GenAl companies far exceeds that of
individual users.

27.  Brave created a search engine, which it called “Brave Search.” To develop an index
for a search engine, a company deploys a software agent (a crawler or bot) to browse the internet,
and then scrapes content from websites. That content is then stored in a central database (the
index), so that the search engine can retrieve and display links to the relevant pages in search
results when a user asks for information. These functions allow search engines to organize and
categorize web pages in a way that makes them easily searchable.

28.  In 2023, Brave started offering a generative Al (“GenAl”) feature called
“Summarizer” via Brave Search. In 2025, Brave updated “Summarizer” and renamed it “Ask
Brave,” which is currently available through Brave’s website (brave.com) or its app. Ask Brave
no longer provides users with just a list of links to relevant websites in the Brave Index. Instead,
it provides users of Brave Search with results that contain answers to user queries. These answers
are written by an Al-powered feature that summarizes, and often incorporates verbatim, third-party
content.

29. Brave also developed a separate suite of services called Brave API, which can be
used both by individuals and by third-party Al companies. Brave uses this technology to make
additional copies of, and to distribute, through the Brave Index, the copyrighted content on

websites (including those behind paywalls) that Brave has copied into that index.

26 Brave A, BRAVE, https://brave.com/ai/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
2T The Brave Search API shows exponential growth, emerging as the best search tool to power Al apps, BRAVE (Feb.
24, 2026), https://brave.com/blog/search-api-growth/.

13
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B. Brave’s Products

30.  Brave’s products either include features powered by Large Language Models
(“LLMs”) or serve as components for developing and operating LLMs. LLMs are a type of Al
system that generates expressive language resulting in text or other data, rather than just analyzing
existing data. LLMs work by predicting words that are likely to follow a given string of text based
on the content used to train them. They use algorithms to weigh the relevance of different parts of
the input data (e.g., a user’s inquiry) when generating text. LLM operators “train” their models on
vast datasets of written material, allowing them to encode patterns and relationships between
words and sentences.

31. Once trained, LLMs can generate text by taking a seed input (again, for example, a
user’s inquiry) and iteratively predicting the most likely next word based on the patterns they have
learned. Through this process, LLMs can generate answers to questions about content that is
included in their training data.

32.  LLMs are also capable of copying content from a search index like the Brave Index
or other sources as input, then outputting, excerpting, summarizing, or answering questions about
that content. For example, LLMs may also be deployed in conjunction with a technique called

2 13

“retrieval augmented generation” (“RAG”), also known as “grounding,” “retrieving,” or
“contextualizing.” Through RAG, trained LLMs may be provided with information specific to a
use case or subject matter in order to “ground” their outputs. For example, an LLM may be asked
to generate a text output based on specific external data, such as a document, provided as context.
Using this method, a GenAl product based on an LLM will: (1) receive an input, such as a prompt;
(2) retrieve relevant content related to the input prior to generating a response; (3) combine the

original input with the retrieved documents; and (4) provide the combined content to an LLM,

which generates a response.

14
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33.  Brave’s RAG process involves copying, distributing, and displaying high-quality,
expressive, engaging, fact-checked content like that of the Publishers. Brave’s Al products depend
on material, including journalism, that human beings report, research, write, edit, and create. As
explained further below, Brave copies and distributes that content without permission or
compensation on a massive scale.

1. Ask Brave

34. One of Brave’s GenAl products is Ask Brave, which is embedded in Brave’s search
engine, Brave Search. According to Brave, Ask Brave “brings a single interface that
consolidates both search and Al chat. Ask Brave provides comprehensive answers to any
question, plus other actionable elements—such as videos, webpages, and products—at the click (or
tap) of a button.”?8

35. Unlike traditional search engines that provide “ten blue links” in response to
queries, Ask Brave provides “comprehensive answers to any question.”?® That is, instead of
directing users to publishers’ websites, Ask Brave copies those websites to provide “longer, more
detailed answers, the ability to follow up using chat, as well as Deep Research Mode,” as well
as “contextually relevant enrichments such as videos, news articles, products business, shopping,
230

and more—right when and where you need them.

2. The Brave API

36. Brave offers another suite of services through its “Brave API,” primarily targeted
to Brave’s corporate customers (though individual users are also able to use it). The Brave API

acts as a bridge between a company’s software and an AI model. Among other things, the Brave

28 What’s new in Brave, BRAVE, https://brave.com/whats-new/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
2 Introducing Ask Brave, BRAVE (Sept. 29, 2025), https://brave.com/blog/ask-brave/.
30 Al in Brave Search, BRAVE SEARCH HELP, https://search.brave.com/help/ai (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
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API provides these companies with copies of content from the Brave Index for use in training their
own Al models and for grounding responses to queries. In fact, Brave expressly markets the Brave
API to be used for “training and grounding” LLMs, which it explains are the product’s “most
common uses’:

The Brave Search API is an open-ended product with many possible uses (just as

people have many possible uses for search engines, and apply that breadth to

software development). The most common uses today are in training and grounding

several of the Web’s biggest large language models (LLM), in addition to powering

popular Al apps. This is likely to continue to be the primary use case for the Brave

Search API, as an increasing number of Al agents operate in the wild who, like

humans, thrive when given access to the open Web.?!

37.  According to Brave, the Brave API “enabl[es] agents to answer questions about
current events, research market trends, and retrieve and source documentation with higher
accuracy and reduced hallucinations.”? The Brave API serves “most of the top 10 AI LLMs with

33 including “Cohere, Mistral, Perplexity, and You.com.”** Meta

real-time Web search data,
(parent of Facebook, Instagram, and others) trained its Llama 3 model to use the Brave API “to
answer questions about recent events that go beyond its knowledge cutoff or that require retrieving
a particular piece of information from the web.”?* Anthropic also “used Brave’s Search API to
train their latest model, Claude 2, on high-quality data to help optimize Claude’s outputs for

retrieval augmented generation (RAG) queries.”>®

31 How does the Brave Search API compare to other Web search API options?, BRAVE (Sept. 22, 2023),
https://brave.com/search/api/guides/what-sets-brave-search-api-apart/ (highlighting added).

32 The Brave Search API’s integration into Snowflake enables agentic web search for enterprise customers, BRAVE
(Feb. 3, 2026), https://brave.com/blog/snowflake/.

33 The Brave Search API’s integration into Snowflake enables agentic web search for enterprise customers, BRAVE
(Feb. 3, 2026), https://brave.com/blog/snowflake/.

3% About Brave, BRAVE, https://brave.com/about/ (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

35 LLAMA TEAM, Al @ META, THE LLAMA 3 HERD OF MODELS, at 24 (July 23, 2024),
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2407.21783v3.

36 Leo—Brave’s Al browser assistant that preserves users’ privacy—is now available to desktop users, BRAVE
(Nov. 2, 2023), https://brave.com/blog/leo-launch/.
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38. The Brave API includes specific “endpoints” (i.e., categories of content). One of
the endpoints is “News Search.”” According to Brave, News Search “is perfect for”:
e News Aggregation: Build news applications and aggregators with real-time content
e Media Monitoring: Track news mentions, brand coverage, and industry trends
o Current Events Analysis: Monitor breaking news and emerging stories
o Content Discovery: Find news articles for research and content curation
o Historical News Research: Access archived news articles with date filtering®
39. The News Search function also provides Brave’s customers with “up to 5 additional
excerpts per search result, giving you more context and alternative perspectives from each
article.”*
40. The Brave API also includes an endpoint called “LLM Context.” According to
Brave, the key feature of this endpoint is that it provides more content copied from the targeted
websites: “Traditional Web Search returns titles and short snippets for a results page. LLM Context
returns extracted page chunks and source metadata in a shape and length that satisfies the needs of
an LLM without need for further scraping.”*® Brave does not hide the fact that the central feature

of this service is to copy and provide Brave’s customers the content of a website. According to

Brave, one of the “use cases” for LLM Context is “extracting text.”*! Brave also states:

37 News Search, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/news-search
(last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

38 News Search, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/news-search
(last visited Oct. 29, 2026) (highlighting added).

39 News Search, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/news-search
(last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

40 LLM Context: Web search for Al agents and chatbots, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-
dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/llm-context (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

4 LLM Context: Web search for Al agents and chatbots, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-
dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/llm-context (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).
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LLM Context is perfect for:
e Al Agents: Give your agent a Web search tool that returns ready-to-use content in a
single call
¢ RAG Pipelines: Ground LLM responses in fresh, relevant Web content
e Al assistants & chatbots: Provide factual answers backed by real sources
¢ Question answering: Retrieve focused context for specific queries
e Fact checking: Verify claims against current Web content
e Content research: Gather source material on any topic with one API call*?
41. The LLM Context endpoint also offers “actual page content (text, tables, code)
ready for LLM consumption — no scraping needed.”*?
42. The Brave API also includes an endpoint called “Web Search” which according to
Brave “provides access to [its] comprehensive index of web pages, enabling you to retrieve
relevant results from across the internet.”** The Web Search endpoint also provides Brave’s
customers with “5 additional excerpts per search result, giving you more context from each web
page” which Brave advertises as being useful for “[c]omprehensive content preview before

clicking through.”#®

42 LLM Context: Web search for Al agents and chatbots, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-
dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/llm-context (last visited Oct. 29, 2026).

43 LLM Context: Web search for Al agents and chatbots, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-
dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/llm-context (last visited Oct. 29, 2026) (highlighting added).

4 Web Search, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/web-search (last
visited Oct. 30, 2026).

4 Web Search, BRAVE SEARCH AP https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/web-search (last
visited Oct. 30, 2026).
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43. The Brave API also includes an endpoint called “Answers” which provides LLM-
generated responses grounded using content from the Brave Index.*® The “Answers” endpoint is
¢ 47

the same service that powers the Ask Brave produc

3. The Brave Browser

44. Brave also provides a browser, the Brave Browser, through which Brave delivers
Publishers’ copyrighted, paywalled content to its users without a subscription. The Brave
Browser also includes Brave Leo, a built-in Al assistant that can “summarize a webpage” and
“create content like articles,” among other tasks.*3

45. The Brave Browser includes a setting that, when activated, causes the browser to
go behind website paywalls and deliver the shielded content to the user. The setting is called
“Paywall blocker,” and Brave describes it as allowing users to “Bypass Paywalls.”

46. The following screenshots show the Brave Browser’s feature settings which include

a “Paywall blocker” that allows users to “Bypass Paywalls Clear Filters.”

46 Answers, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/answers (last visited
Oct. 30, 2026).

4T Answers, BRAVE SEARCH API, https://api-dashboard.search.brave.com/documentation/services/answers (last visited
Oct. 30, 2026).

48 Brave Leo AI, BRAVE, https://brave.com/leo/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
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47. Users have commented on the ease with which they can use the Brave Browser’s
paywall blocker to bypass Publishers’ paywalls to access their copyrighted content without
registering or subscribing. As one user commented in a Reddit thread captioned “Paywall
Blocker in Brave,” Paywall blocker is effective: “Today I scrolled down a bit and noticed a
Paywall Blocker filter. I switched it on, headed over to the New York Times, and OOH LA LA

the paywall had gone. I can now read the NYT without interruption and without needing to set

up an account.

9949

Document1l Filed 11/02/26

brave:/fsettings/shields/filters

Q Search settings

O O OO 0O o0oooooao

<]

O 0O 0O o o o

4 1/WelderOk2829, Paywall Blocker in Brave, REDDIT (Apr. 28, 2026, 11:31 PM),

Social media blocker

Fanboy's Social

YouTube Shorts blocker
YouTube Anti-Shorts

YouTube Playables blocker
Remove Youtube Playables

YouTube recommendations blocker (mobile-only)
YouTube Mobile Recommendations

YouTube autodubbed videos blocker
Remove Youtube Autodubbed videos

YouTube end video elements blocker
Remove Youtube End video elements

YouTube members-only video blocker
Remove Youtube Members video advertisements

YouTube distractions elements blocker (mobile-only)
YouTube Mobile Distractions

YouTube thumbnail image blocker
Remove Youtube thumbnail images

Tracking URL blocker
AdGuard URL Tracking Protection Filters

Chat app blocker
Fanboy's Anti-chat Apps

Paywall blocker <

Page 20 of 69

Bypass Paywalls Clean Filters

Porn blocker
Blocklists Anti-Porn

Arabic website ad blocker
Liste AR

Bulgarian website ad blocker
Bulgarian Adblock list

Chinese website ad blocker
AdGuard Chinese

Chinese website annoyances blocker
CJX's Annoyance

Czech and Slovak website ad blocker
EasyList Czech and Slovak

https://www.reddit.com/r/browsers/comments/1syn89t/paywall blocker in_brave/?rdt=42875.
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48. Brave employees tout the paywall blocker feature on the Brave Community

Forum:>°

& Add paywall buypass into brave

Uncategorized feature-request

o annox May 2023

https://unpaywall.org/ 2.6k integrate this extension into Brave.

8.6k 2

views links

fanboynz © May 2023

¥

Good as an extension, but not for everyone. We do have anti-paywall solution in
brave://adblock via https://gitlab.com/magnolial234/bypass-paywalls-clean-filters 3.4k

2 months later

49. A Brave employee posted instructions on X for how to use the Brave Browser to
circumvent paywalls, tagging several other Brave employees in the post including Luke Mulks,
Brave’s VP of Business Operations. Another Brave employee responded by suggesting that users

“just enable the paywall list in Brave filters” to “remove the nag.”

30 fanboynz, Add paywall buypass into brave, BRAVE COMMUNITY (May 5, 2023, 3:10 am),
https://community.brave.app/t/add-paywall-buypass-into-brave/485577.
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o Guilherme Pantojas & @bat_guilhermee - Sep 16, 2024 (4 oo
Trying to see the news and this happens?
Let me show you something on @brave

>Click the Brave Lion on the URL
>Block Scripts
>Read the article

& www.nytimes.cq

e New Borh Tomes

Trump Safe After What F.B.1.
Describes as an Assassination Shiolds are UP for

Create 3 free account, or log in.

P ———
@ comen cm e

Luke Mulks &40 A and 4 others

@) 4 QO 21 ihi 11K |

=

This Post was deleted by the Post author. Learn more

This Post was deleted by the Post author. Learn more

4. Fanboy.nz w o
@fanboynz
Just enable the paywall list in brave filters. removes the nag

7:24 PM - Sep 16, 2024 - 45 Views

III.  Brave’s Unauthorized Use and Copying of Publishers’ Content

50. Brave’s unlawful copying and distribution of Daily News Content, Chicago
Tribune Content, and Orlando Sentinel Content (collectively, “Publishers’ Content™) occurred, and
continues to occur, with respect to Ask Brave, the Brave API, and the Brave Browser. As illustrated
below, based on the Publishers’ investigation, there is widespread infringement across Brave’s

products.
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A. Ask Brave

51. As noted above, Ask Brave is a feature of Brave Search. Whereas Brave Search
will provide the user with a “search engine” response — that is, links to websites with information
responsive to an inquiry and minimal additional information — Ask Brave is an Al feature that
allows the user to solicit content (including copyrighted content) that Brave Search copies from
the Brave Index or other sources.

52. By its own admission, Brave supplies its Ask Brave product with copies of content
from the Brave Index, which includes over 30 billion webpages scraped from the internet, and with
millions of additional webpages added daily. In order to compile the Brave Index, Brave crawled
Publishers” Content from Publishers’ websites without permission and without identifying its
crawlers. Brave has unlawfully copied, and continues to copy, the Publishers’ Content from the
Brave Index by supplying this content to the LLMs underlying Ask Brave during the RAG
process—i.e., the procedure by which it “grounds” a response to a user’s inquiry. Brave has also
unlawfully copied, and continues to unlawfully copy, the Publishers’ Content in its responses to
users’ queries.

53. The following exemplary conversations from the Publishers’ testing with Ask
Brave confirm: (i) that the Brave Index includes copies of the Publishers’ content, and (ii) that
Brave Search, through Ask Brave, will provide verbatim all or substantial parts of copyrighted
articles from the Publishers or detailed substitutive summaries.

54.  In the following conversation, captured in the images below, Ask Brave was
prompted as follows: “Show me the articles Today in the New York Daily News. Then ask me
whether I would like you to pull up the full complete version of any of them in the chat, and if so,
which one.” Brave then provides the titles of 35 articles that appeared in the Daily News that day,

and asks “would you like me to pull up the full text of any of these articles? If so, just tell me
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which one(s) and I’1l fetch the complete version.” In response to the selection of an article about
a guard arrested for taking bribes, Ask Brave provides the article text and then offers to retrieve

any other articles from the list.

Part1

Ank LY WS Hirers Widoou Mape Goggles L=

Show me all the articles today in the NY Daily News. Then
agk me whether | would like you to pull up the full complete
version of any of them in the chat, and if 50, which one.

< Complisd NY Dady Mews hesdines E 1.7 1

Here are the top stories from the NY Daily News front page today, October 15, 2026:

Featured

+ CUNY tedls undocumented students nof to be “intimidated® out of applying, despite
Trump lawsdwil

« MTA suspends fare checkers over Brooklyn fare evasion clash, launches
irvastigation

» Meurologist arrested for sexually abusing patients at East Village medical office #

Latest Headlines

« NBA general managers not picking Knicks to repeat as champlons, survey reveals

= Mamdani bashes Blakeman in video supporting Hochul's re-election

* Death of awtistic man in Queens ruled a homicide as police investigate mother's role
in killing

« Kelly Clarkson hits stage in Vegas amid feud with Brooklyn's Art of Play

« Trump, after bipartisan backlazh, says Pentagon won't iivestiream execution of Fort
Hood shooter &

Maost Popular

» Diddy head injury in prison fight dealt by Jamaican drug lord Dudus: repon
« Video of Kelly Clarkson's Art of Play store Interaction released

« 4 men accused of kilkng, burning young friends in Lower East Side gang war go on
triad

» Undocumented immigrant arrested for stabbing NYPD cop in Bronx: ®| did it to eat®

» Autistic man found dead in Queens family home as cops probe role of mom, who
attempted suicide #

Crime & Public Safety

» Rookie MDC Brooklyn guard arrested for taking bribes to smuggle contraband into jail
» AG James clears NYPD officers who fatally shot armed 2024 murder suspect
» Remains of second 9711 victim identified through new forensic technique

= ICE never identified themselves during NYC shooting of Oscar Belgal, who still has
buliet in neck: lawyers #

Sports
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Part 2

Sports

= Jets' Minkah Fizpatrick disputes NFL fine for hit on Browns' KC Concepcion

« Petey Halpin's go-ahead homer fiips Game 3 as Guardians beat Rays for 2-1ALCS
lead

« A.J. Brown's status vs. Jets *up in the air® as Patriots star eyes return from injury

+ Confident Giants kicker Dominic Zvada: *If nothing has changed, nothing should
change® «

Transportation

= Fare evasion investigation on Brooklyn MTA bus turns violent as passenger, agents
clash

+» Homeless man stabbed and wounded on Manhattan subway train

« Amid on-the-job deaths, Taxi Workers Alliance calls on state to fund driver health
benefits

* NYC to ban Central Park horse carriages under deal between Mamdani, Menin #

Education

+ Woman alleges sexual assault in bathroom at off-campus fraternity near University of
Chicago

« Gov. Hochul opts NY into Trump's federal school voucher program

+ NYC college students leave class to rally in support of Cornell University's “Jane
Doe* #

NY Politics

» Fewer than 9,000 homeowners to pay NYC pled-s-terre tax as City Hall reviews
exemption requests

« Mamdani blasts Blakeman as “racist®

» NYC Mayor Mamdani rejects DSA pressure 1o fire NYPD Commissioner Jessica Tisch
over ICE

« Elon Musk's SpaceXAl 1o testify before NYC Council after subpoena #

Business

= US hits Bank of America with $1.2 billion fine, saying it violated money laundering,
sanctions laws

» Kroger to lay off 3,000 corporate employees over 3 years as it leans into artificial
intelligence

« Americans 75 and older are wealthiest age group, Fed survey finds ~

Would you like me to pull up the full text of any of these articles? If 5o, just tell me
which one{s) and I'll fetch the complete version.

@ ~raaryrews com @ PUrtpages com - A O SaPy Sews 8 ryUmes com
Ve Muaibe M Ve Mome WY Pt = Yortans's | Berwnt Banes .
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Part 3

Waidld you lilke me o pull up thie Tull text of amy of these articles? B So, just 1ol me
which omels] and 'l fetch the compleie version.

B ~yiafyraes oom i Porinagen com - e g b dady seen B el com
hiirea Fexn Deiity Pvanic Hare Fors Mews, mmu—--wmlm— Wintary & Paapmar -
S, Weatterr, Busnass & Pages 7 darys g - g
Dy Wk o §@TLe ) ewsiiy e Cap= 0 T Feingn g PP Dy ey e o [ P )
1 W Dy Rirary ke Tul ieat W all ¥
oy @ @

a5 please, the Brookhyn guard armested for taking bribes.

W B, Searched for MOC Benokhyn guasid beibary &icks

Hare's the full artiche from the NY Dally News, published October 15, 2026

Rookie MOG Brooklyn guard arrested bor taking bribes 1o smuggle contraband Into jai

-

A rookie correction officer at the notorious MOC Brookiyn federal jail got right to work
taking bribes to bring in contraband, pocketing thousands within a few manths of taking
the job, federal prosacutons allege. ~

Meiissa Brooks, 37, of Brookiyn, is the latest guard af the troubled Sunset Park [ail 1o be
armgsted in a smuggiing plot. < Shi could face up 10 15 years behind bars if convicted
M tral. #

Brooks started working at MDC Brooklyn on July 14, 2024, and started taking bribes
from family members and sssociates of iInmates thal manth, sceonding 1o &R Indetmen
ungealed in Brooklyn Federal Coun on 'Wednesday. # One message rom an inmale's
mother 10 Brogis reasd that ~(he) said he needs 8 phone,” The indictment alleges. #

Smugglers in other cases hawve brought in cel phones, chargers, drugs, cigareties,
scalpsl blades and other items. #

In one instance, Brooks got £5,.000 in October 3024 sent to her through 8 peer-io-peer
app by an inmate’s association, after that association got the maney from the Inmate’s
sigter, court flings allege. ~

& year laber, that same inmate reached out 1o Brooks using a contraband phane, teiling
her he wanbed his "stuff* and that he “thought you was gonna bring it 10 me," the
indictment abages. #

Brogks résponded with three laughing and crying émaofis and wrote “these mi ane
tryling to throw my @55 in jail baby," the ndictment alleges. ~
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Part 4

Brooks was ordered released on a $50,000 bond Wednesday. <

"As alleged, the defendant betrayed her duty as a correctional officer,
endangering the safety of MDC staff and inmates, all to satisfy her own greed”
LS. Attorney Joseph Nocella said Wednesday. #

Prior cases at MDC Brooklyn:

« In January 2025, former guard Najee Jackson was busted for showing up to work
wearing a protective vest stuffed with pot, cigarettes and other contraband. # He
was sentenced in December to six months house arrest and two years probation.

« In August 2024, Fabienne Osias, 40, admitted in federal court she tried to sneak five
USB charging cubes and nine cables to an inmate. # She was sentenced to a year
of probation in January 2025,

« |n July 2024, former Correction Officer Quandelle Joseph was sentenced to 2%
years behind bars for taking bribes to smuggle contraband into the federal jail. #

Would you like me to pull up any other articles from the list?

55. A side-by-side showing the Ask Brave response and the copyrighted text of the

original article that appeared on the Daily News website is below:
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Rookie MDC Brooklyn guard arrested for taking bribes to smuggle contraband into jail

Brave Search Ul (copied) - conversation 5, turn 2 of 3 - response 413 words - articie 380 words - 365/380 article words (96%) appear verbatim

Yes please, the Brooklyn guard arrested for taking bribes.

EARLIER IN THIS CONVERSATION
Tum 1 query
Show me all the articles today in the NY Daily News. Then ask me whether | would like you to pull up the full
complete version of any of them in the chat, and if so, which one.

» response (507 words)

RESPONSE, TURN 2 (413 WORDS)

the article {r

Highiighted t
Here's the full article from the NY Daily News, published October 15, 2026:
Rookie MDC Brooklyn guard arrested for taking bribes to smuggle contraband into jail

A rookie correction officer at the notorious MDC Brooklyn federal jail got right to work taking bribes to bring in
contraband. pocketing thousands within a few months of taking the job. federal prosecutors allege.

Melissa Brooks, 37, of Brooklyn, is the latest guard at the troubled Sunset Park jail to be arrested in a smuggling
plot.

She could face up to 15 years behind bars if convicted at tral.

Brooks started working at MDC Brooklyn on July 14, 2024, and started taking bribes from family members and
associates of inmates that month, according to an indictment unsealed in Brooklyn Federal Court on Wednesday.
One message from an inmate’s mother to Brooks read that “(he) said he needs a phone.” the indictment alleges.

Smugglers in other cases have brought in cell phones, chargers, drugs, cigarettes, scalpel blades and other items.

In one instance, Brooks got $5,000 in October 2024 sent to her through a peer-to-peer app by an inmate’s
association, after that association got the money from the inmate’s sister, court filings allege,

A year later, that same inmate reached out to Brooks using a contraband phone. telling her he wanted his “stuff*
and that he "thought you was gonna bring it to me,” the indictment alleges.

Brooks responded with three laughing and crying emajis and wrote “these mf are trying to throw my ass in jail
baby,” the indictment alleges.

Brooks was ordered released on a $50.000 bond Wednesday.

“As alleged. the defendant betrayed her duty as a correctional officer, endangering the safety of MDC staff
and inmates, all to satisfy her own greed.” U.S. Attorney Joseph Nocella said Wednesday.

Prior cases at MDC Brooklyn:

In January 2025, former guard Majee Jackson was busted for showing up to work wearing a protective vest
stuffed with pot. cigarettes and other contraband.

He was sentenced in December to six months house arrest and two years probation.

In August 2024, Fabienne Osias, 40, admitted in federal court she tried to sneak five USB charging cubes and
nine cables to an inmate.

She was sentenced 1o a year of probation in January 2025.

In July 2024, former Correction Officer Quandelle Joseph was sentenced to 2V2 years behind bars for taking
bribes to smuggle contraband into the federal jail.

Would you like me to pull up any other articles from the list?

Document 1

Filed 11/02/26  Page 28 of 69

index

ARTICLE

Rookie MDC Brookiyn
n Annese - 202 5
it/ ailynews. com/20,

ard arrested for taking bribes to smuggle contraband into jail
532 - 380 words - parser 2

rookie-mdc-brookiyn-guard-amested-for taking Bribes to-smuggle-contraband.into- sil/

+ A rookie correction officer at the notorious MDC Broaklyn federal jail got right to work taking bribes to bring in
contraband, pocketing thousands within a few months of taking the job, federal prosecutors allege.

= Melissa Brooks, 37, of Brooklyn, is the latest guard at the troubled Sunset Park jail to be arrested in a smuggling
plot. She could face up to 15 years behind bars if convicted at trial.

2 Brooks started working at MDC Brooklyn on July 14, 2024 and started taking bribes from family members and
associates of inmates that month, according to an indictment unsealed in Brooklyn Federal Court on Wednesday.
One message from an inmate’s mother to Brooks read that “(he)said he needs 3 phone.” the indictment alleges.

4 Smugglers in other cases have brought in cell phones, chargers, drugs, cigarettes, scalpel blades and other items,

= In one instance, Brooks got 55,000 in October 2024 sent to her through a peer-to-peer app by an inmate’s
association, after that association got the money from the inmate’s sister, court filings allege.

& A year later, that same inmate reached out to Brooks wsing a contraband phone, telling her he wanted his "stuff*
and that he ” thought you was gonna bring it to me,” the indictment alleges.

+ Brooks responded with three laughing and crying emojis and wrote “these mf are trying to throw my ass in jail
baby,” the indictment alleges.
= Brooks was ordered released on a $50,000 bond Wednesday. Her lawyer did not immediately return a message

seeking comment.

o "As alleged, the defendant betrayed her duty as a comectional officer, endangering the safety of MDC staff and
inmates, all to satisfy her own greed,” U.S. Attorney Joseph Nocella said Wednesday.

0 In January 2025, former guard Najee Jackson was busted for showing up to work wearing a protective vest
stuffed with pot, cigarettes and other contraband. He was sentenced in December to six months house arrest and
two years probation.

11 In August 2024, Fabienne Osias, 40, admitted in federal court she tried to sneak five USE charging cubes and
nine cables to an inmate. She was sentenced to a year of probation in January 2025.

12 And in July 2024, former Comection Officer Quandelle Joseph was sentenced to 2%: years behind bars fer taking
bribes to smuggle contraband into the federal jail.

56.  Inthat same conversation, Ask Brave responded “would you like me to pull up any
other articles from the list?” When prompted with “[y]es please, the one about the horse carriages,”
as shown in the screenshot provided below, Ask Brave then proceeded to output nearly 600 words

from the Daily News article titled “NYC to ban Central Park horse carriages under deal between

Mamdani, Menin.”
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Part1

Yes please, the one about horse carriages.

+ Merifying NYC horse carriage ban detadls w

Here's the full article from the NY Daily News, published October 13, 2026:

NYC to ban Central Park horse carriages under deal between Mamdani, Menin #

tjarrla_ge_ln_du;lnr starting in June 2028, bringing an end to a longstanding city tradition
that has come under increasing criticism in recent years. #

*Mext week, the Council will take decisive action by voting on [the bill 1o ban the
industry] to protect New Yorkers, visitors, and the horses themselves” #

Menin said the legislation, now called Romanch's Law after the 18-year-old tourist
killed in a carriage accident in Central Park in Juna, will also include requirements 1o
develop a plan to employ, give job training or career counseling 1o horse carriage
drivers. # The news that the bill would be coming to a wote next week was first

*We have been working closely with the City Council, union partners, carriage drivers,
animal welfare advocates, and community leaders 1o deliver a just transition that
protects workers while ending horse-drawn carriages in Central Park once and for all ®
Sneha Choudhary, a spokesperson for the mayor, said in a statement. #

The Transport Workers Union, which represents horse owners and carriage drivers, has
strongly opposed any moves to do away with the industry and previously indicated it
may sue 1o block a ban. In a statement Tuesday, TWU International President John

*The Council Speaker Menin's bill has no meaningful economic relief for workers, "
Samueisen said. It only says the city should prepare a worker transition plan by April
2027 and include weak measures like job fairs and job counseling.® #
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Part 2

The updated language would also require “consideration of whether to establish a
program o compensate horse drawn cab owners for the value of their horse drawn cab
businesses, horse drawn cab licenses, and equipment” <

The aftermath of an out-of -control horse-drawn carriage is pictured in Central Park on
Wednesday, June 17, 2026.

The detalls were blasted by the unlon, "Council Speaker Menin's bill has no meaningful
economic relief for workers,” Samuelsen sald. It only says the city should prepare a
worker transition plan by April 2027 and include weak measures like job fairs and job
counseling.” #

New Yorkers for Clean, Livable and Safe Streets INYCLASS), executive director Edita
Birnkrant thanked Menin for the pending ban on the industry, <

Key details of the deal:

= The Clty Council is expected 10 vote on the bill on October 22. #
= The ban would take effect June 1, 2028, phasing out the industry in stages. #
= The city would stop issuing new licenses for horse-drawn cab operations.

= Horse owners would be requined 1o dispose of their horses humanely and are
explicitly forbidden from selling or transferring them for slaughler or use in another
horse-drawn business.

= The city must develop a workforce transition plan by April 2027, offering career
counseling and referrals 1o employment in public and private sectors, including the
MTA, Port Authority, and hospitality indusiries.

» Menin will convense a working group with representatives from her office, the mayor's
office, and the TWU to address issues during the phase-out period.

Mamdani, who had previously withheld suppor for the bill arguing it lacked sufficient
worker protections, came on board after the latest version added labor safeguards. A
City Hall spokesperson declined to say definitively whether the mayor would sign the
bill into law but confirmed “a deal had been struck.”

‘Would you like me to pull up any other articles from the list?

It b
+ Howe willl s Tty Tund workes reraning programa
o Wl the Ban apply b othar NYC parka?

© What s the begal lemeline for the phase-oul?
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57. A side-by-side showing the Ask Brave response and the copyrighted text of the

original article that appeared on the Daily News’s website is below:

NYC to ban Central Park horse carriages under deal between Mamdani, Meni

Brave Search Ul (c

598 words

icle 7189 words - 303/719 article wo ppear verbatim - index

pied) - conversation 5, b

Yes please, the one about horse carriages.

EARLIER IN THIS CONVERSATION
Turn 1 query
Show me all the articles today in the NY Daily News. Then ask me whether | would like you to pull up the full compiete version of
any of them in the chat. and if so, which one.

» response

Tumn Z query
Yes please, the Brooklyn guard arrested for taking bribes.
ords

» respons:

RESPONSE. TURN 3 (598 WORDS)

Mighiighted text appeas word-for-word n the articie (rans of £+ wards|

Here's the full article from the NY Daily News, published October 13, 2026
NYC to ban Central Park horse carriages under deal between Mamdani Menin

New York City Gouncil Speaker Julie Menin announced Tuesday that she and Mayor Zohran Mamdani have agreed to  deal to
abolish the embattied Central Park horse carriage industry starting in June 2028, bringing an end to a longstanding city tradition
that has come under increasing criticism in recent years.

“Next week. the Council will take decisive action by voting on [the bill to ban the industry] to protect New Yorkers. visitors. and
the horses themsehves.”

Menin said the legisiation. now called Romanciv's Law after the 18-year-old tourist killed in a carriage accident in Central Park in
June. will also include requirements to develop a plan to employ, give job training or career counseling to horse carriage drivers.
The news that the bill would be coming to a vote next week was first reported by Politico,

“We have been working closely with the City Coundil, union partners, cariage drivers. animal welfare advocates. and community
leaders to deliver 3 just transition that protects workers while ending horse-drawn camiages in Central Park once and for all®
Sneha Choudhary, 2 spokesperson for the mayor, said in a statement.

The Transport Workers Union, whil horse owners drivers, has strongly opposed any moves 10 do away
with the industry and previously indicated it may sue to block a ban. In a statement Tuesday, TWLJ International President John
Samuelsen called the bill “reprehensible.”

“The Council Speaker Menin's bill has no meaningful economic relief for workers,” Samuelsen said, “It only says the Gty should
prepare a worker transition plan by April 2027 and include weak measures like job fairs and job counseling.”

The updated language would also require “consideration of whether to establish a program to compensate horse drawn cab
‘owners for the value of their horse drawn cab businesses, horse drawn cab licenses, and equipment.”

The hof an out-of-control horse-drawn carriage is pictured in Central Park on Wednesday, June 17, 2026.

The details were blasted by the union. “Council Speaker Menin's bill has no meaningful economic refief for workers™ Samuelsen
said. "It only says the city should prepare a worker transition plan by April 2027 and include weak measures like job fairs and job
counseling.*

New Yorkers for Clean. Livable and Safe Streets (NYCLASS). executive director Edita Birnkrant thanked Menin for the pending ban
on the industry.

Key details of the deal:
The City Council is expected to vote on the bill on October 22,

The ban would take effect June 1, 2028, phasing out the industry in stages.

ARTICLE

NYC to ban Central Park horse carriages under deal between Mamdani. Menin

New York City Council Speaker Julie Menin announced Tuesday that she and Mayor Mamdani have agreed to a deal to sbolish
the embattied Central Park horse carriage industry starting in 2028, bringing an end to a longstanding city tradition that has come
under increasing criticism in recent years.

2 The Coundil is expected to vote on the ban at the next full Council meeting next week.

“Horse-drawn carriages have long been part of New York City's history, but in an increasingly busy Central Park. this tradition has
become a growing public safety liability,* Menin said in a statement. “Next week. the Council will take decisive action by voting on
[the bill to ban the industry] to protect New Yorkers, visitors, and the horses themselves.”

4 Menin said the legislation will also include requirements to develop a plan to employ. give job training or career counseling to
horse carriage drivers. The news the the bill would be coming to a vote next week was first reported by Politico.

= “We have been working dlosely with the City Council, union partners, carriage drivers, animal welfare advocates, and community
leaders to deliver a just transition that protects workers while ending horse-drawn camiages in Central Park ance and for all”
Sneha Choudhary, a spokesperson for the mayor, said in a statement,

= Efforts to ban the camiages have gone one for decades, as animal rights activists have long criticized the industry. But the death
of Romanch Mahajan. an 18-year-old boy killed in Central Park after falling from a runaway carriage horse in June. changed the
tide. giving calls to ban the industry more urgency and turning the political tide.

7 Romanch’s Law, the bill to ban horse carriages from Central Park. is 2 reworked version of a bill formerly known as Ryder's Law,
named after a carriage horse that collapsed and died in 2022. It would immediately end the issuance of new medallions for
carriage horses. and end the industry entirely in the summer of 2028.

= The Transport Workers Union, which represents horse owners and carriage drivers, has strongly opposed any moves to do away
with the industry and previously indicated it may sue to block a ban. In a statement Tuesday, TWU International President John
Samulesen called the bill ‘reprehensible.”

» “Council Speaker Menin used the tragic death of 3 tourist to contrive a public safety crisis,” Samuelsen continued. “This is
disgraceful political opportunism. and Zohran should not simply go along with it. particulary when immigrant families” livelihoods
are being destroyed.” he said in reference 1o the Mayor.

10 An updated draft of Roamnch's bill, reviewed by the Daily News, would require the establishment of an “industry transition
plan” by April 2027. That plan would outline steps to help carriage horse workers secure new jobs. including at regicnal transit
agencies or in tourism roles. The plan is also expected to identify educational oppartunities — and possible tuition assistance —
for displaced drivers.

The updated language would also require “consideration of whether to establish a program to compensate horse drawn cab
owners for the value of their horse drawn cab businesses, horse drawn cab licenses, and equipment.”

2 The details were blasted by the union.

+3 "Coundil Speaker Menin's bill has no meaningful economic relief for workers.™ Samuelsen said. "It only says the city should
prepare a worker transition plan by April 2027 and include weak measures like job fairs and job counseling.”

Tt says the city should ‘consider’ financial compensation for camiage owners who spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to buy
<city-issued medallions and build up their businesses.” he added.

& "This entire situation is reprehensible.’ he sad.
& Romanch's Law, which has 29 listed sponsors. has zoomed through the typically-lengthy legislative process .

17 Edita Bimisant. executive director of New Yorkers for Clean, Livable and Safe Streets. or NYCLASS. thanked Menin for the
pending ban on the industry.

58.  Asshown in the following screenshots, in a similar exchange where the user asked

for a list of articles appearing in the Chicago Tribune, the user requested that Ask Brave provide

the text of a Chicago Tribune article about data centers, to which Ask Brave responded by

outputting over 1,200 words from the Chicago Tribune article titled “Data centers near O’Hare

win nearly $100M in local tax breaks, leaving suburban homeowners to cover the gap.”
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Yot pleate, he Ay Ceniers ong.

< (it conters g Orane wenning S1000 tay Dresks

Hore's tha full articie from the Chicago Tribune (3 j0inl investigation wilh the BEnoks
Answors Project, published Augus! 23, 20261

Data centers near 0'Hare win nearly $100M in local tax breaks,
leaving suburban homeowners to cover the gap

Al lerast 18 norihwes! SuburDan cata Cenbers won MuslimiBlon- Goliar Deais in Fur
taxable value from Cook County officials — in one Case nding on 3 valuation far below
whal the business originally pakd ko buy its she. ~

Of those 18, 11 already had special tax incentives approwved by local leaders that
rAMAtcaly reouCed M DFODETMNS’ Lix DUTDENs Over & OOIEN yoars, aven Defore Ihe
Btes! boand reductions. Twabve of tham have 3 Separale special Stale tax break thal
SIS CWHETS MilkonS ON Saies and use Laoes. -

Combined, the assessment reductions and inCentives knocked nearty $2 billion off the
laxabie propedty value of dals centers acrods just hvee suburbs — Bl Grove Village,
Morthiake and Frankin Park — according 1o an analysis Dy the linois Answers Progect
and the Chicago Tribune. # That trassistes to simod! $100 millon in tax Sandngs hat
mongy for local nfrastructure.

The impact WNOs hardes! on hOMEeownrs I SUburts where he Lax Dase leans on @
handful of beg Dusinesies. In NorThwes! Suburtan Horthiake, e 3verage homeowre:
would save more than $2,000 on ths annusl bl — & Sflerence of simost 30% — if
sl dala cenlers Oid nOL reCeiv vahalon reduclons and incentys, according Lo the
analysis. #

Thie faciities represent a fraction of the mone than 100 data centens already operating
acroas Cook County, with mohe under construction.

A mountain of appeals

Many of the reductions are Seciced in sparsely allenced hearings, befone agenches

many Lanparyers have never hiaard of Bul he slakes are high o5 the county SST0ES00,
local laxing sgencies and data center operators ballle over how (e properties should
b valued for property tan purposed, often ending up tens of millkons of dollars apart.

F

Take, for instance, the Microsoflt Arure cats cenber in Northlake. -~ This year,
Microsoft presenied an appraisal during its appeal pacing the value ai nearty $250
milllion.

Cook County Assessor Fritz Kaegins office. though, had valued & at nearty $900
million. * That estimate Came lrom David Lefwnan, the office’s director of valuations
research and Kaegi's ceputly in the Nighl against data cenler appeals.

This DoGrd St the MICrosoll cata centers final value al about 5364 milion. ~

In another case, the owner of an El Growe Vilage Gats center arguad the faclity was
worth aboul $21 millon — roughly $1 mikon kss [han the owner pasd for the propaerty
in 2018, ¢ The appraises il hired, from the Chicago-based Real Estate Analysis Corp.,
Ccalled & & “typical warshouss Bulicng”™ and said nearty ol its squipment is *personal
proparty”™ excluced from valuation under slate Bw.
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In his fight against the $21 milion appeal, Lehman argued the true value was $300
million higher — and more than $40 million higher than Kaegi's carlier assessment. He
estimated that land, buliding and site improvements were worth at least S67 milion, and
that the center's 2018 mortgage was worth $235 million. @

Data center owner Digital Realty hired the appraisal firm Urban Real Estate Research
Inc. 10 appeal a Northiake properly assessment Kaegi's office initialty valued al $191
million. < The appraisal from the data center owner came in al $56.2 million. <

"I was appalied,” Kaegl said. "The whole idea of intervening and appearing more before
the Board of Review kind of gels undermined if you have taxing bodies unilaterally
surrendering.” #

Incentives

Eleven of the 18 O'Hare-area dala centers operate under special lax incentives, which
Cook County grants to newly buill industrial bulldings, or those replacing abandoned or
rehabilitated industrial propertly. The Lax breaks have become perfunclory,
automalicalty granted if a property meels the qualfications. ~

Once in place, the Incentive aut tcally r 2 property’s taxable value by 60%
for 10 years, then gradually returns 10 baseline over the final two years. # Incentives
can be rer d an uniimited number of times.

Elk Grove Village is now home 1o 20 data centers, with another live under consiruction.
< Active tax incentives on five dala center complexes in Eik Grove Village erased more
than $280 million in taxable value st year, adding up 10 about $14.5 miltion in total tax
savings this year. ¢ Withoul those incentives, the average Eik Grove Village
homeowner's property lax bill would have been roughly $33 lower this year, according
1o Ihe analysis. ~

The reliel for local homeowners would e more dramatic if nol for the Busse/Eimhurst

tax increment financing districl, which diverts property tax growth from more than haifl
a dozen data centers into a special infrastructure fund controlied by the village, instead
of flowing to local governments and easing the lax burden on neighbors. #

Industry defense

Data cenler developers and their allies say the businesses need the breaks lo operate
successfully. The alternative, they argue, is thal properties sil vacant or draw lower-
value industries that would conlribute less Lo the tax base. #

Even with the tax breaks, *lhe data center is still paying a significant share in property
laxes,” sald Brad Tietz, Midwes! director of government affairs for the Data Center
Coalition, a pro-industry lobbying group. » *if you don't get the project, you don't gel
any of those revenues.” »

In all, the 18 data centers paid nearly $71 million in properly taxes for the 2025 lax year,
# The three data centers in Northiake alone made up aboul 28% of the city’s lax base

st yoar. »

Elk Grove Village Mayor Craig Joh who wel d lhe town's first data center in

2000, called the tax savings figure misleading. < He noted that even with incentives,

dota conters genarate far more proporty Lax revenue than the industries that previously
occupied the same properties. ~

Foregoing the incentives, Johnson sald, would risk data center operators passing over
Elk Grove Village in favor of lowns in neardby DuPage County, where industrial
properties are not assessed at a higher level than homes, the way they are in Cook
Counly. # He said the vilage has never renewed lhe specialized lax breaks,
describing the tradeolf as a “short-term pain lo the government bodies for the long-
tlerm benelit” of winning businesses, ~
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Morthlake Mayor Joffroy Sherwin agrees. # Sharwin sald his city only recommands
lax incentives in cases wheve officials are conlident a deal would generale mong [axes
than an existing proparly. Thal his been the Case for the Digital Really dala center,
which oparates undes an incentive bul paid more than 52 millkon in taxes las! year, #
Its ownis were paying S617.000 a decade sarksr, whin Il was beng corverted into a
dala cenlar, #

The bigger picture

For dala cenlers, the counly-approved properly lax subsidies wene layerad alop al least
$278 million in estimaled state Lax breaks, plus additional sweetaners from he federal
governmant via the 2025 One Big Beautiful Bl Acl, Presscent Donadd Trump's lax and
spending legislation. @

One dala cenler company, Aligned, is learing down lour high-vacancy office bulldings
in bowen, including the former ADP payroll buikding, 10 build new dala cenber space. &
ADP ks sublétting space ai the Zunch headguarlers in Schaumburg inslead. #

That's the comglete investigation. Would you e me to pull up any other articles from
lday's edilion?

Elatayrsns
. How do Pese 1 bresks compane o offer mousirial ncemtseey

+ 'What npecific il projects ane hunded by B TF district?

How many new data ceniers are planned fior the negaon?

Doy Ofpagan © 2§

59. A side-by-side showing the Ask Brave response and the copyrighted text of the
original article that appeared on the Chicago Tribune’s website is provided below. The full side-
by-side matching of this Ask Brave response and the Chicago Tribune article is provided in

Exhibit D.
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Data centers near O"Hare win nearly $100M in local tax breaks, leaving suburban homeowners to cover the gap.

Brave Search Ul (copied) - conversation 9, tun 3 of 3 response 1,206 words - a 5-1,131/4,100 article v appear verbatim - index

Ves please, the data centers one.

EARLIER IN THIS CONVERSATION
Turn 1 query
Show me all the articles today in the Chicago Tribune. Then ask me whether | would like you to pull up the full complete version of any of

them in the chat. and if so, which one.
> response {1,

Tum 2 query
Yes please, the one about Angel Reese.
> response (211 words

RESPONSE, TURN 3 (1.206 WORDS)

word.

Highiighted text nthear

Here's the full article from the Chicago Tribune (a joint investigation vith the llinois Answers Project, published August 23, 2026):
Data centers near O"Hare win nearly $100M in local tax breaks, leaving suburban homeowners to cover the gap

At least 18 northwest suburban data centers won multimillion-dollar breaks in their taxable value from Cook County officials —in one case
landing on a valuation far below what the business originally paid to buy its site.

Of those 18, 11 already had special tax incentives approved by local leaders that dramatically reduced the properties’ tax burdens over a
dozen years, even before the atest board reductions. Twelve of them have a separate special state tax break that saves owners millions on
sales and use taxes.

Combined, the assessment reductions and incentives knocked nearly $2 billion off the taxable property value of data centers aeross just
three suburbs — Elk Grove Village, Nerthlake and Frankin Park — according to an analysis by the llinois Answers Project and the Chicago
Tribune.

That translates to almost §100 million in tax savings that would have otherwise meant lower tax bills for neighboring property owners and
more money for local infrastructure.

The impact lands hardest on homeowners in suburbs where the tax base leans on a handful of big businesses. In northwest suburban
Northiake, the average homeowner would save more than $2,000 on their annual tax bill — a difference of almost 30% — if local data
centers did not receive valuation reductions and incentives, according to the analysis.

The facilities represent a fraction of the more than 100 data centers already operating across Cook County, with more under construction.
A mountain of appeals

Many of the reductions are decided in sparsely attended hearings, before agencies many taxpayers have never heard of. But the stakes are
high as the county assessor, local taxing agencies and data center operators battle over how the properties should be valued for property
tax purposes, often ending up tens of millions of dollars apart.

Take, for instance, the Microsoft Azure data center in Northiake.
This year, Microsoft presented an appraisal during its appeal placing the value at nearly $250 million.

Cook County Assessor Fritz Kaegi's office, though. had valued it at nearly $900 million.
That estimate came from David Lehman, the office’s director of valuations research and Kaegi's deputy in the fight against data center
appeals.

The board set the Microsoft data center's final value at about $354 million.

In another case, the owner of an Elk Grove Village data center argued the facility was worth about $21 million — roughly $1 million less than
the awner paid for the property in 2016,

The appraiser it hired, from the Chicago-based Real Estate Analysis Corp, called it a "typical warehouse building” and said nearly all its
equipment is "personal property” excluded from valuation under state law,

In his fight against the $21 million appeal, Lehman argued the true value was $100 million higher — and more than $40 million higher than
Kaegi's earlier assessment. He estimated that land. building and site improvements were worth at least $67 million. and that the center's
2018 mortgage was worth $235 million.

ARTICLE

Data centers near O'Hare win nearly $100M in local tax breaks, leaving suburban homeowners to cover the gap

Quig

e besnsane o DO/ o ot

This story is a collaboration between the linois Answers Project and the Chicago Tribune

2 More than a dozen data centers near O'Hare Intemational Airport are receiving tens of millions of dollars in local property tax breaks this
year, shifting the financial burden onto suburban homeowners even as local leaciers tout the benefits of the explosive industry amid growing
public backlash.

= The impact lands hardest an homeowners in suburbs where the tax base leans on a handful of big businesses. In northwest suburban
Northiake, the average homeowner would save more than $2.000 on their annual tax bill —a difference of almost 30% — if local data centers
did not receive valuation reductions and incentives, according to the analysis.

4 Atlleast 18 northwest suburban data centers won multimillion-dollar breaks in their taxable value from Cook County officials —in one case
landing on a valuation far below what the business originally paid to buy its site.

< Of those 18, 11 already had special tax incentives approved by local leaders that dramatically reduced the properties’ tax burdens over a
dozen years, even before the latest board reductions. Twelve of them have a separate special state tax break that saves owners millions on
sales and use taxes.

& Combined, the assessment reductions and incentives knocked nearly $2 billion off the taxable property value of data centers across just
three suburbs — Elk Grove Vilage, Northlake and Franklin Park — according to an analysis by the liinois Answers Project and the Chicago
Tribune. That translates to almost $100 million in tax savings that would have otherwise meant lower tax bills for neighboring property owners
and more money for local infrastructure. The facilties represent a fraction of the more than 100 data centers already operating across Cook
County, with more under construction.

7 Many of the reductions are decided in sparsely attended hearings, before agencies many taxpayers have never heard of. But the stakes are
high as the county assessor, local taxing agencies and data center operators battle over how the properties should be valued for property tax
purposes, often ending up tens of millions of dollars apart. How to value data centers in Cook County remains unsettled. and local
governments sometimes disagree with the assessor.

= Data center developers and their allies say the businesses need the breaks to operate successfully. The altemative, they argue, is that
properties sit vacant or draw lower-value industries that would contribute less to the tax base.

5 Even with the tax breaks, “the data center is still paying a significant share in property taxes,” said Brad Tietz, Midwest director of
govemment affairs for the Data Center Coalition, a pro-industry lobbying group. If you don't get the project, you don't get any of those

revenues.”

© In all, the 18 data centers paid nearly §71 million in property taxes for the 2025 tax year. The three data centers in Northiake alone made up
about 28% of the city’s tax base last year. The liinois Answers and Tribune analysis also included 10 data centers in Elk Grove Village, three in
Frankiin Park and one each in Des Plaines and Mount Prospect.

+ Tietz has already seen Ilinois “begin to slip” in the rankings among states courting data center operators with developers increasingly
eyeing more tax-friendly states, he said.

2 Others argue that prime real estate near a reliable water supply, consistent power and fiber-optic lines on the outskirts of a major city are
incentive enough.

“We are talking about corporations that are spending about $800 billion on building data centers this year,” said Kasia Tarczynska, a senior
research analyst with Good Jobs First, a Washington, D.C.-based group that advocates against corporate subsidies.

to build these data centers, so for sure they have enough revenue and income to pay their taxes." Tarczynska said.
ions of dollars a year might make a huge difference when it

4 “They have all the cash
But for local taxing box
comes to funding basic services for people.”

ke schools, libraries and villages, “those couple of

< Every assessment reduction means higher bills for other taxpayers

‘s Many of the valuation cuts were fiercely opposed by Fritz Kaegi, the outgoing Cook County assessor. Kaegi has long argued commercial
properties have been historically undervalued, and he has worked, with limited success, to raise their valuations. In recent years, he has turned

60. In a separate exchange depicted in the screenshots below, Ask Brave was prompted
for information on a sexual assault case at the University of Chicago and requested that Brave
follow up to ask whether the user wanted a copy of the article. Ask Brave responded listing several
news articles on the case and asked if the user “would like [it] to pull up the full text of one of
these articles in the chat?”” When the user responded “Yes, please, the Chicago Tribune one,” Ask

Brave provided more than 1,000 words from the Chicago Tribune article titled “Woman alleges

sexual assault in bathroom at off-campus fraternity near University of Chicago in police report.”
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Yes please, the Chicago Tribune one,

+ Retrieved Chicago Tribune article ™

Woman alleges sexual assault in bathroom at off-campus fraternity near University of
Chicago in police report ~

AEPI fraternity house near the University of Chicago campus on Oct. 12, 2026, where
an alleged sexual assoult was reported ot a weekend party. (Brion Cassella/Chicago
Tribune) <

A woman alleged she was sexually assaulted inside a bathroom over the weekend at an
off-campus fraternity house near the University of Chicago, according to a police
report, which also states that a group of three to five men were outside the door
cheering while the incident was occurring. #

The victim, who is not a university student, reported the assault at 2:10 a.m. on Sunday,
roughly 30 minutes after it occurred, and did not know the attacker, accordingto a
university incident repart. The party was held at 5625 5. University Ave. #

According to the Chicago Police Department report, which was obtained and reviewed
by the Chicago Tribune, the victim was dancing at a party when the offender asked her
repeatedly 1o accompany him to his bedroom, which she refused. The report states that
the victim "began feeling unwell® and experienced periods of blacking out, then left the
dance floor to go to the bathroom. #

The victim alleged that the offender followed her inside the bathroom, where she lost
consciousness. Upon regaining consciousness, the victim alleged that parts of her
clothing had been removed and she had been sexually assaulted. According to the
report, a witness observed approximately three to five males standing outside the
bathroom door, cheering and appearing to encourage the activity inside. #

Tuesday afternoon, the University of Chicago issued a community alert stating that a
"person of interest” had been identified and that the person was not a university
student or affiliated with the university and has been banned from campus. The
university also said the Chicago Police Department’s investigation is still active and that
no charges had been filed, so the school "is not at liberty to disclose the name of the
person of interest.” #

"The University's public notice about the report of sexual assault the day it happened
encouraged others with knowledge of the events to help identify a suspect,” the
statement read. "This identification has been corroborated by key withess statements
and video evidence from University cameras and license plate readers, all of which has
been shared with (Chicago Police Department) by the Department of Safety &
Security.® &
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Thie university issued an initial alert on Sunday after the incident, informing the campus
community thal & suspecied attacker fled the fratemily house aftar anothar parson
nlarvened. Withesses described him as a 3-fool-7 man with a "dark complaxion,” short
hair on the sides and curls on lop, waaring a black T-shirl, black jogging pants and
while shoes. |«

Fooltage from nearby survelllance cameras showed a person matching thal description
running from the fraternity house. After receiving the report Sunday morming, university
police contacted Chicago police and arranged medical cane for the woman at tha
University of Chicago Medical Cenler, #

In itz initial alert, the university called tha incident "deeply concerning™ and sakd, "tha
safely and well-being of our students and all who come Lo our communily is our
highest priority.” The U. of C. reiterated thal message in a stalement 1o the Tribune
Monday, <

"As noled in yesterday’s message, the Universily remains commilled o addressing
sexual misconduct cases thal occur, 1o Imposing disciplinary consequeances as
wamranted, and (o continually improving efforts to prevent sexual misconduct,” the
unbversily said. "In addition o the CPD's ongoing criminal irvestigation, the University
s using lools al iis disposal 1o gather information and, when possibla, will initiate
disciplinary proceadings. The Universily alarted the nalional office of the fralernily
regarding Lhis case™ &

Similarly, In a post on Inslagram Monday, the fralernily wrote thal it was “deeply
disturbed” by the incident and condemnaed sexual viclence. The post staled the
fralernity's concern i3 "first and foremost for the person harmed, whode privacy and
dignily we ask averyona o respecl,” adding that "1o the best of our knowledge, no one
affiliated with AEP| was involved or complicit with this incident.” ~

In i1s post, AEP| wrote thal it s working with authorities to provide Chicago police with
additional detalls and thal it infially learmed of the inckden! whaen a sober monilor at the
fralernily was alerted and called over by the viclim's friend. <

"We immediately responded and mulliple members of the fraternity, including our risk
managar, arrivad at the scena, providing assistance o the victim. A member slayed
wilh tha victim until the necessary authorities arrived, only leaving after the police had
asked him 1o 0o $0,” tho post stales. "The party was shul down immediatety following
our notice of the avents. We will continue o support the investigation to the fulest
axten and offer our support in any way possible.”

The chapler was tokd Lo hall pregramming while local law enforcemaent investigates the
reported assaull, according to the fraternity’s national organization. AEPL, ke other
Greek-letler organizations, is not officially recognized by the U. of C., though its
students are still subject 1o the universily's code of conduct and disciplinany
proceduras.

Specifically, the university's sludenl handbook slales thal sexual misconduct violales
campus communily slandards and is "unacceplable™ even whan il does nol violate he
Law. Il urges anyons who has experienced sexual misconduct to report the incidenl and
seek medical care. &

"Sexual misconduct can be devastaling o the person who axperences il directly and
can adversely impact family, friends, and the larger community,” the handbook states.

The reporl comes as sexual violence on college campuses has been in the news.
In its posl, AEPI urged anyone with Information aboul the incldent or individuals
nvolved lo contact the Chicago Police Deparimant’s Uip line, writing that “even a small

delall may help Investigators.™ &

“Sexual viclenca has no place in cur community,” the pos! slated. “We are commilted to
cooperating with the investigation and supporting ihe victim in any way possible.”
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Document 1

Filed 11/02/26  Page 38 of 69

A side-by-side showing the Ask Brave response and the copyrighted text of the

original article that appeared on the Chicago Tribune’s website is below:

'Woman alleges sexual assault in bathroom at off-campus fraternity near University of Chicago in police report

Brave Search Ul (copied) - conversation 8, tumn 2 of 2 - response 1,059 words - article 1,064 words - 340/1,064 article words (88%) appear verbatim - index

Yes please, the Chicago Tribune one.

EARLIER IN THIS CONVERSATION

Tumn 1 query

I heard something about an allegation of sexual assault in an off-campus fraternity near U
Chicago. Please find the article, and then ask me if | want you to pull up the full complete
article in the chat

ds)

» response (208 wol

RESPONSE, TURN 2 (1,059 WORDS)

Highlighted text appears word-for-ward in the article {runs of 6+ words): click to jump to it

Here's the full text of the Chicago Tribune article, published October 13, 2026:

Woman alleges sexual assault in bathroom at off-campus fraternity near University of
Chicago in police report

AEPI fraternity house near the University of Chicago campus on Oct. 12, 2026, where an
alleged sexual assault was reported at a weekend party. (Brian Cassella/Chicago Tribune)

Awoman alleged she was sexually assaulted inside a bathroom over the weekend at an off-
campus fraternity house near the University of Chicago, according to a police report, which
also states that a group of three to five men were outside the door cheering while the
incident was occurring.

The victim, who is not a university student, reported the assault at 2:10 a.m. on Sunday,
roughly 30 minutes after it occurred, and did not know the attacker, according to a
university incident report. The party was held at 5625 S. University Ave.

According to the Chicago Police Department report, which was obtained and reviewed by
the Chicago Tribune, the victim was dancing at a party when the offender asked her
repeatedly to accompany him to his bedroom, which she refused. The report states that the
victim "began feeling unwell” and experienced periods of blacking out, then left the dance
floor to go to the bathroom.

The victim alleged that the offender followed her inside the bathroom, where she lost
consciousness. Upon regaining consciousness, the victim alleged that parts of her clothing
had been removed and she had been sexually assaulted. According to the report, a witness
observed approximately three to five males standing outside the bathroom door, cheering
and appearing to encourage the activity inside.

Tuesday afternoon, the University of Chicago issued a community alert stating that a
“person of interest” had been identified and that the person was not a university student or
affiliated with the university and has been banned from campus. The university also said the
Chicago Police Department’s investigation is still active and that no charges had been filed,
so the school "is not at liberty to disclose the name of the person of interest.”

"The University's public notice about the report of sexual assault the day it happened
encouraged others with knowledge of the events to help identify a suspect,” the statement
read. "This identification has been corroborated by key witness statements and video
evidence from University cameras and license plate readers, all of which has been shared
with (Chicago Police Department) by the Department of Safety & Security.”

ARTICLE

Woman alleges sexual assault in bathroom at off-campus fraternity near University of
Chicago in police report

Kate Perez, Lila Hempel-Edgers

10-13T17
https:/fwww.chicagotribune.com/2026/10/13/university-of-chicago-off-campus-fraternity-statement/

vords . parser tribune v2

1 A woman alleged she was sexually assaulted inside a bathroom over the weekend at an off-
campus fraternity house near the University of Chicago, according to a police report, which
also states that a group of three to five men were outside the door cheering while the incident
was occurring.

2 The victim, who is not a university student, reported the assault at 2:10 a.m. on Sunday,
roughly 30 minutes after it occurred, and did not know the attacker, according to a university
incident report. The party was held at 5625 S. University Ave. in Hyde Park, an address listed
on social media as the home of the Lambda chapter of Alpha Epsilon Pi, which describes itself
as operating chapters on more than 170 college campuses in six countries,

3 According to the Chicago Police Department report, which was obtained and reviewed by
the Chicago Tribune, the victim was dancing at a party when the offender asked her repeatedly
to accompany him to his bedroom, which she refused. The report states that the victim "began
feeling unwell” and experienced periods of blacking out, then left the dance floor to go to the
bathroom.

4 The victim alleged that the offender followed her inside the bathroom, where she lost
consciousness. Upon regaining consciousness, the victim alleged that parts of her clothing had
been removed and she had been sexually assaulted. According to the report, a witness
observed approximately three to five males standing outside the bathroom door, cheering
and appearing to encourage the activity inside.

s Tuesday afternoon, the University of Chicago issued a community alert stating that a “person
of interest” had been identified and that the person was not a university student or affiliated
with the university and has been banned from campus. The university also said the Chicago
Police Department’s investigation is still active and that no charges had been filed, so the
school “is not at liberty to disclose the name of the person of interest.”

& “The University's public notice about the report of sexual assault the day it happened
encouraged others with knowledge of the events to help identify a suspect,” the statement
read. "This identification has been corroborated by key witness statements and video evidence
from University cameras and license plate readers, all of which has been shared with (Chicago
Police Department) by the Department of Safety & Security.”

7 The university issued an initial alert on Sunday after the incident, informing the campus
community that a suspected attacker fled the fraternity house after another person intervened.
Witnesses described him as a 5-foot-7 man with a “dark complexion,” short hair on the sides
and curls on top, wearing a black T-shirt, black jogging pants and white shoes.

s Footage from nearby surveillance cameras showed a person matching that description
running from the fraternity house. After receiving the report Sunday morning, university police
contacted Chicago police and arranged medical care for the woman at the University of
Chicago Medical Center.

s Inits

tial alert, the university called the incident “deeply concerning” and said, “the safety
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The university issued an initial alert on Sunday after the incident, informing the campus community that
a suspected attacker fled the fraternity house after another person intervened. Witnesses described him
as a 5-foot-7 man with a "dark complexion," short hair on the sides and curls on top, wearing a black T-
shirt, black jogging pants and white shoes.

Footage frem nearby surveillance cameras showed a person matching that description running from the
fraternity house. After receiving the repert Sunday morning, university police contacted Chicago police
and arranged medical care for the woman at the University of Chicago Medical Center.

In its initial alert, the university called the incident "deeply concerning™ and said, "the safety and well-
being of our students and all who come to our community is our highest priority.” The U. of C.
reiterated that message in a statement to the Tribune Monday.

"As noted in yesterday's message, the University remains committed to addressing sexual misconduct
cases that occur, to imposing disciplinary consequences as warranted, and to continually improving
efforts to prevent sexual misconduct,” the university said. "In addition to the CPD's ongoing criminal
investigation, the University is using tools at its disposal to gather information and, when possible, will
initiate disciplinary proceedings. The University alerted the national office of the fratemity regarding
this case.”

Similarly, in a post on Instagram Monday, the fraternity wrote that it was "deeply disturbed” by the
incident and condemned sexual violence. The post stated the fraternity's concern is “first and foremost
for the person harmed, whose privacy and dignity we ask everyone to respect.” adding that "to the best
of our knowledge, no one affiliated with AEPi was involved or complicit with this incident.”

In its post, AEPi wrote that it is working with authorities to provide Chicago police with additional
details and that it initially learned of the incident when a sober monitor at the fraternity was alerted and
called over by the victim's friend.

"We immediately responded and multiple members of the fraternity. including cur risk manager. arrived
at the scene, providing assistance to the victim. A member stayed with the victim until the necessary
autharities arrived, only leaving after the police had asked him to do s0," the post states. "The party was
shut down immediately following our notice of the events. We will continue to suppert the investigation
to the fullest extent and offer our support in any way possible.”

The chapter was told to halt programming while local law enforcement investigates the reported
assault, according to the fraternity's national organization. AEPi, like other Greek-letter organizations, is
not officially recognized by the U. of C, though its students are still subject to the university's code of
conduct and disciplinary procedures.

Specifically. the university's student handbook states that sexual misconduct violates campus
community standards and is "unacceptable” even when it does not violate the law. It urges anyone who

has experienced sexual misconduct to report the incident and seek medical care.

"Sexual misconduct can be devastating to the person who experiences it directly and can adversely
impact family, friends, and the larger community,” the handbook states.

The report comes as sexual violence on college campuses has been in the news.

In its post, AEPi urged anyone with information about the incident or individuals involved to contact the
Chicage Police Department's tip line, writing that "even a small detail may help investigators.”

"Sexual violence has ne place in our community,” the post stated. "We are committed to cooperating
with the investigation and supporting the victim in any way possible.”

Read the article on chicagotribune.com

62.

In the example provided below,

Document 1

Filed 11/02/26  Page 39 of 69

7 The university issued an initial alert on Sunday after the incident informing the campus community that
a suspected attacker fled the fraternity house after another person intervened. Witnesses described him
as a 5-foot-7 man with a “dark complexion,” short hair on the sides and curls on top, wearing a black T-
shirt, black jogging pants and white shoes.

= Footage from nearby surveillance cameras showed a person matching that description running from the
fraternity house. After receiving the report Sunday marning, university police contacted Chicago police
and arranged medical care for the woman at the University of Chicago Medical Center.

o In its initial alert, the university called the incident “deeply concerning” and said, "the safety and well-
being of our students and all who come to our community is our highest priority.” The U. of C. reiterated
that message in a statement to the Tribune Monday.

10 “As noted in yesterday's message, the University remains committed te addressing sexual misconduct
cases that occur, to imposing disciplinary consequences as warranted, and to continually improving
efforts to prevent sexual misconduct.” the university said. “In addition to the CPD’s ongoing criminal
investigation, the University is using tools at its disposal to gather information and, when possible, will
initiate disciplinary proceedings. The University alerted the naticnal office of the fraternity regarding this
case.”

11 Similarly. in a post on Instagram Monday . the fraternity wrote that it was “deeply disturbed” by the
incident and condemned sexual violence. The post stated the fraternity’s concern is "first and foremost for
the person harmed, whose privacy and dignity we ask everyone to respect,” adding that "to the best of
our knowledge, no one affiliated with AEPi was involved or complicit with this incident.”

12 In its post, AEPi wrote that it is working with authorities to provide Chicago police with additional
details and that it initially learned of the incident when a sober monitor at the fratemnity was alerted and
called over by the victim's friend.

13 "We immediately responded and multiple members of the fratemnity, including our risk manager,
arrived at the scene, providing assistance to the victim. A member stayed with the victim until the
necessary authorities arrived, enly leaving after the police had asked him to do so,” the post states. “The
party was shut down immediately following our notice of the events. We will continue to support the
investigation to the fullest extent and offer our support in any way possible.”

14 The chapter was told to halt programming while local law enforcement investigates the reported
assault. according to the fraternity’s national organization. AEPi, like other Greek-letter organizations, is
not officially recognized by the U. of C., though its students are still subject to the university's code of
conduct and disciplinary procedures.

15 Specifically. the university’s student handbook states that sexual misconduct viclates campus
community standards and is "unacceptable” even when it does not violate the law. It urges anyone who
has experienced sexual misconduct to report the incident and seek medical care.

16 "Sexual misconduct can be devastating to the person who experiences it directly and can adversely
impact family, friends, and the larger community,” the handbock states.

17 The report comes as sexual violence on college campuses has been in the news.

12 Cornell University said Tuesday it is suspending parties and other social events at fraternities on
campus for the rest of the academic year in the wake of outrage over the school's handling of a two-year-
old sexual violence case that resurfaced last month. A woman referred to as “Jane Doe" filed a civil suit
after a prosecutor declined to pursue criminal charges against seven men she alleged raped her in 2024
while she was intoxicated at a fraternity party on the Ivy League school’s Ithaca, New York, campus.

12 In its post. AEPi urged anyone with information about the incident or individuals involved to contact
the Chicago Police Department’s tip line, writing that “even a small detail may help investigators.”

“Sexual violence has no place in cur community,” the post stated. “We are committed to cooperating
with the investigation and supporting the victim in any way possible.”

Ask Brave was prompted “What’s going on in

Orlando politics.” In its response, Ask Brave identified several news items related to Orlando

politics, including the governor’s race with a citation to an Orlando Sentinel article. When

prompted to provide information about the article covering the governor’s race, Ask Brave

reproduced verbatim and closely paraphrased text from the Orlando Sentinel article titled “In

tight race for governor, Donalds, Jolly make their final pitches to Florida voters.”
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What's going on in Orlando politics?

+/ Summarized Orlando election news - @DRR e

It's the eve of early voting's close in Orange County, and Orlando politics is dominated
by the Nov. 3 general election, which is reshaping virtually every level of local and
state government:

making final stops in Central Florida. ¢ Jolly framed a Democratic win as redefining
American politics; Donalds is running a "Defending the Florida Dream" bus tour and a
Trump rally in Daytona Beach.

Orange County Mayor — Term-limited Mayor Jerry Demings (who recently had
and Chris Messina (R). Five County Commission seats (Districts 2, 4, 6,7, 8) are also
up. @

Congressional — Incumbent Darren Soto (D) faces Dan Green (R) in the newly redrawn

9th District. ¢ Progressive Angie Nixon is making a final push in the 11th District, with
Central Florida becoming a hub for national progressive figures eyeing 2028.

State House — Key swing seat HD 45 pits freshman Leonard Spencer (D) against
Orange GOP chair Erin Huntley (R). ¢ Three other solidly blue Orange County seats
(HD 42, 43, 40) are seeing longshot GOP challenges.

Amendment 3 — The property-tax homestead exemption increase ($50K — $250K) is
on the ballot. @ Polling shows it falling short of the 60% needed to pass, and school
leaders in Orange, Lake, and Osceola counties warn it would undermine local school
funding referendums. Florida Realtors spent $21M supporting it; the Florida Sheriffs
Association and other first-responder groups oppose it.

. References X

In tight race for governor, Donalds, Jolly make
their final pitches to Florida voters

In a tight race to be Florida's next governor, Byron
Donalds and David Jolly are making their final
pitches to voters ahead of Tuesday's election, with
both making recent stops in Central Florida. - With...

B orlandosentinel.com
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Part 2

Other notables:

Swastikas were painted near an Orange County early voting site.

Kissimmee Mayor Eva Jacqulyn Espinosa was suspended by DeSantis after arrest on
fraud/theft charges; her attorney is seeking dismissal of impeachment counts.

Early voting data shows Democrats ahead in Orange, Seminole, and Osceola
combined, though Republicans hold an edge across all nine Central Florida counties.

Orlando approved a $1.88 billion budget in September, planning for tens of millions in
lost revenue if Amendment 3 passes. ¢

@ orlandosentinel.com

David Jolly: a Democratic

@ crlandosentinel.com [

=8 s a Florida blue wave In

governor in Florida... sweeping Dems into office... = D
2 days ago 2 days ago
b Orlando Florida politics news View all =
Copy 5 D

Tell me everything about that first article about the
governor's race.

« Searched for Florida governor race coverage

| didn't actually cite specific articles in my previous response — | gave a summary
based on general knowledge. Let me pull up the latest coverage of the Florida
governor's race so | can point you to real sources.

The article you're referring to is the Orlando Sentinel piece by Jeffrey Schweers,
published Oct. @ 31: "In tight race for governor, Donalds, Jolly make their final pitches
to Florida voters." Here's everything in it:
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Part 3

The Big Picture

The race is described as too close to call. ¢ Both candidates are running parallel
campaign bus tours crisscrossing the state, pouring millions into last-minute TV ads,
mailers, and social media. They've each enlisted heavyweight surrogates: President
Trump for Donalds and former President Bill Clinton for Jolly. &

The article notes that a close race was not expected when campaigning began 18
months ago — Florida is solidly red, the GOP has 1.5+ million more registered voters,
and far more money. @ But Trump's declining popularity, a sagging economy, and
rising inflation concerns have made the fight far more competitive. #

The Candidates

Byron Donalds (R) — 48, two-term congressman from Naples, former state lawmaker,
finance background, and a former Democrat. ¢ His campaign is branded the
"Defending the Florida Dream Tour." He's urging voters to maintain the status quo,
preserve the "Free State of Florida,” and continue the conservative agenda of Ron
DeSantis's eight years. @ His message:

"In Florida, we've been consistent for a very long time, and now under Gov.
DeSantis, it's been supercharged. We have become the No. 1 state in all of
America."

"Make sure you tell the Democrats and tell the crazies that they're not going to
get power in Florida." #

David Jolly (D) — 54, native Floridian, former Republican who briefly served in
Congress, and a lawyer/lobbyist most of his career. ¢ His campaign is the "Believe in
Better” tour. He's highlighting the state's affordability crisis — spiraling housing costs,
high property insurance, and inflated food and gas prices. ¢ As the son of a Baptist
minister, he frames this as a need for change after nearly four decades of Republican
control. #
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Part 4

Polling & Voter Data

Most polling shows a tight race with Donalds in the lead but Jolly within the margin
of error. @

Statewide, Republicans held a slight edge over Democrats in early and mail-in voting
as of Friday (~40% to 38%), with independents at 21%. ¢

Democrats are turning out in large numbers in blue strongholds: Orange, Osceola,
Palm Beach, Duval, and Broward counties. #

A New York Times/Siena poll shows Jolly leading Donalds among independent
voters 52% to 35%. ¢

Jolly's internal polling shows him picking up 15-20% of the Republican vote, which
he says is essential since the math doesn't work for him with Democratic voters
alone. @

Why It Matters

If Jolly wins, he'd be the first Democrat elected governor of Florida since 1994
(Lawton Chiles). If Donalds wins, he'd be Florida's first Black governor — and the first
Black Republican governor ever elected in the U.S. (only three Black governors have
ever served, all Democrats). ¢

You can read the full article here: Orlando Sentinel

0 Copy o @

B. Brave Search API

63. As discussed above, the Brave API is a service Brave offers to customers, including
other Al companies, by which Brave provides customers content stored in the Brave Index. The
Brave API includes certain “endpoints,” which allow the customer to target queries or other
software commands to specific subsets or categories of material in the Brave Index.

64.  Brave has unlawfully copied, distributed, and displayed the Publishers’ Content
when it sells that content to third parties so that they can train their own LLMs or ground responses

to their users’ queries.
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65.  The following examples show the results of inquiries to the Brave API’s “LLM
Context” endpoint. The inquiries were the titles of Daily News articles. The response (left images)
and the corresponding portion of the article (right images) show that the Brave API provided the

user, verbatim, a substantial portion of the text from the article:

Off-duty NYPD officer knifed in Bronx mugging identified himself as cop 6 times during wild attack: DA

fim_context - title v1 - article 848 words - 20 sources - 4,961 words « target rank: 1. 648/648 article words (100%) appear verbatim . call d73104d0 at 2026-10-16T09:48:03 UTC - index

Off-duty NYPD officer knifed in Bronx mugging identified himself as cop 6 times during wild attack: DA

LLM CONTEXT SOURCES ARTICLE

ars word-far-word in th

Highiighted taxt aps ick 1o jump to it = — = 3 —
Off-duty NYPD officer knifed in Bronx mugging identified himself as cop 6 times during wild attack: DA

scobson - 2026-10-14T20:04:41Z - 648 words

1. Off-duty NYPD officer knifed in Bronx mugging identified himself as cop 6 times during wild attack: DA vowydalymews.comi20267 Y attack-da/
16 snippets « 644 words _— y —— .
1 The off-duty NYPD detective attacked by two undocumented immigrants during a Bronx robbery identified himself as a police
SIVPOen 1 {87 o) . officer at least six times — but the suspects continued to stab their victim repeatedly, prosecutors said Wednesday.
Two weeks after the Oct. 2 mugging, Det. Jose Mercedes still doesn't have the use of his left hand, Bronx Assistant District
Attorney Paul Irace said as defendants Sneider Mejia and D'Angelo Carabello were ordered heid without bail for the attack. 2 Two weeks after the Oct. 2 mugging, Det. Jose Mercedes still doesn't have the use of his left hand, Bronx Assistant District
Attorney Paul Irace said as defendants Sneider Mejia and D'Angelo Carabello were arraigned on attempted murder charges and
Two weeks after the Oct. 2 mugging, Det. Jose Mercedes still doesn’t have the use of his left hand, Bronx Assistant District ordered held without bail.

Attorney Paul Irace said as defendants Sneider Mejia and D'Angelo Carabello were ordered held without bail f...
3 As they fled to Massachusetts, Mejia, 24, and Carabello, 25, cut their hair and ditched their cellphones “in an attempt to

Snippet 2 (57 words)
disguise themselves;” Irace said. Police ultimately found them in a basement recording studio in Lynn, Mass.

# Off-duty NYPD officer knifed in Bronx mugging identified himself as cop 6 times during wild attack: DA
#&4 Share this: 4 Sneider and Carabello were charged with sttemptad murder In th Gommission of a robBery. Mejia was sdciitionally charged
The off-duty NYPD detective attacked by two undocumented immigrants during a Bronx robbery identified himself as a AR R 8 Billow OAoRr Sor S SORON WHCA G e KM FeoR L

palice officer at least six times — but the suspects continued to stab their victim repeatedly, prosecutors said Wednesday.
Snippet 3 (37 words) 5 As they were extradited to New York and were led out of the 52nd Precinct stationhouse in the Bronx on Tuesday, Carabello
As they fled to Massachusetts, Mejia, 24, and Carabello, 25, cut their hair and ditched their cellphones “in an attempt to confessed to the crime to a row of awaiting reporters.

disguise themselves " Irace said. Police ultimately found them in a basement recording studia in Lynn, Mass - ) X
o “Idid it to eat,” he said. He also blurted out in Spanish, “Mommy, I'm OK," before he was placed into an NYPD vehicle and

A aa— < o taken away to court. Mejia simply said, *I didn’t do anything,” before he, too, was put in a police car,
Sneider and Carabello were charged with attempted murder in the commission of a robbery.

Snippet 5 (43 words) 7 Irace said both men were riding an a scoster when they encountered Mercedes rummaging in the trunk of his Mustang
NYPD officers and brass cheer on Oct. 5, 2026, as Det. parked on E. 208th St. near Steuben Ave. and decided to ambush him.

& While Mejia brandished a knife and stabbed the detective several times, Carabello “ripped two chains® from around his neck
~—ultimately making off with one and dropping the other at the scene, Irace said. Throughout the ordeal, Mercedes identified
himself as a police officer at least six times, according to Irance.

As they were extradited to New York and were led out of the 52nd Precinct stationhouse in the Bronx on Tuesday, Carabello

confessed to the crime to a row of awaiting reporters

Snippet 8 (45 words)

“I did it to eat,” he said. He also blurted out in Spanish, “Mommy, I'm OK,” before he was placed into an NYPD vehicle and 2 *As defendant Mejia was stabbing the victim, he was aiming towards his upper torso, towards his head, neck, and upper
B R RIS S ORI e e Pk body" Irace said. Mercedes fought back and at one point grabbed both Mejia and Carabello, and “because of his actions in
Snippet 7 (8 wards) trying to restrain them and having his arms up, most of the stab wounds he received were in his arms,” Irace explained.

in the Bronx on Friday, Oct. 2, 2026
Snippet 8 (7 words)

in the Bronx on Oct. 2, 2026.
Snippet 9 (49 words)

While Mejia brandished a knife and stabbed the detective several times, Carabello “ripped two chains" from around his neck 11 NYPD detectives assigned to the U.S. Marshals Regional Fugitive Task Force, with assistance from Boston authorities, found
—ultimately making off with one and dropping the other at the scene, Irace said. Throughout the ordeal, Mercedes identified them hiding out in Massachusetts on Oct. 6,

himself as a police officer at |east six times, according to rance.

10 Mercedes ran two blocks barefoot as he chased after the duo before finally collapsing from blood loss. He underwent
surgery at a local Bronx hospital to repair the tendons in his left arm, and "as we sit here today, almost two weeks later, he still
did not have the use of his left hand” Irace said.

Snippet 7 (8 words) 5 I did it to eat” he said. He also blurted out in Spanish, “Mommy, I'm OK," before he was placed into an NYPD vehicle and
in the Bronx on Friday, Oct. 2, 2026. taken away to court. Mejia simply said, “I didn't do anything,” before he, too, was put in a police car.

Snippet 8 (7 words)
in the Bronx on Oct. 2, 2026.

Snippet 9 (49 words)

7 Irace said both men were riding on a scooter when they encountered Mercedes rummaging in the trunk of his Mustang
parked on E. 208th St. near Steuben Ave. and decided to ambush him.

While Mejia brandished a knife and stabbed the detective several times, Carabello “ripped two chains" from around his neck & While Mejia brandished a knife and stabbed the detective several times, Carabello “ripped two chains” from around his neck
—ultimately making off with one and dropping the other at the scene, Irace said. Throughout the ordeal, Mercedes identified —ultimately making off with one and dropping the other at the scene, Irace said. Throughout the ordeal, Mercedes identified
himself as a police officer at least six times, according to Irance. himself as a police officer at least six times, according to Irance.

Snippet 10 (63 words)

“As defendant Mejia was stabbing the victim, he was aiming towards his upper torso, towards his head, neck, and upper
body," Irace said. Mercedes fought back and at one point grabbed both Mejia and Carabello, and “because of his actions in
trying to restrain them and having his arms up, most of the stab wounds he received were in his arms” Irace explained.

o *As defendant Mejia was stabbing the victim, he was aiming towards his upper torso, towards his head, neck, and upper
body? Irace said. Mercedes fought back and at one point grabbed both Mejia and Carabello, and “because of his actions in
trying to restrain them and having his arms up, most of the stab wounds he received were in his arms; Irace explained.

Snippet 11 (56 words) 10 Mercedes ran two blocks barefoot as he chased after the duo before finally collapsing from blood loss. He underwent
Mercedes ran two blocks barefoot as he chased after the duo before finally collapsing from blood loss. He underwent surgery at a local Bronx hospital to repair the tendons in his left arm, and “as we sit here today, almost two weeks later, he still
surgery at a local Bronx hospital to repair the tendons in his left arm, and “as we sit here today, almost two weeks later, he did not have the use of his left hand* Irace said.

still did not have the use of his left hand,” Irace said.
1 NYPD detectives assigned to the U.S. Marshals Regional Fugitive Task Force, with assistance from Boston authorities, found

Snippet 12 (20 words)
them hiding out in Massachusetts on Oct. 6.

The two are undocumented immigrants from the Dominican Republic with arrest records in the United States, according to

federal authorities. - x " o =
12 Both Mejia and Carabello, who appeared in court handcuffed and wearing tan jail scrubs, pleaded not guilty to the bloody

Snippet 13 (38 words) robbery.
A federal judge ordered Mejia's deportation in May 2025, and he was arrested in October for weapons possession.
13 The two are undocumented immigrants from the Dominican Republic with arrest records in the United States, according to

Carabello has two open cases, including one arrest for gun possession and another for menacing a man with a knife. federal authorities.
Snippet 14 (57 words) - g — . .

- ; : 5 1 A federal jud Mejia's deport May 2026, and h x tober f . Per th
“Despite prior arrests in New York, sanctuary politicians refused to cooperate with ICE and released them,” Department of : e"e"" L gle “"’:‘r"e"we"";::e"‘: la‘::‘e';‘ aly 025, a"‘ "“":‘“ :”E: :" i °°M"bef o “""':‘“’"5 L
Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin said in a statement last week about the two suspects. “This horrific crime cityssanctuary laws, the ness esEdcrai I oratota e UERIDRoRIIVE R eaEsl:
could have been prevented if it weren't for Biden's open borders and the ‘America Last" policies of New York sanctuary 15 Carabello has two open cases, including one arrest for gun possession and another for menacing a man with a knife.
politicians.”
16 “Despite prior arrests in New York, sanctuary politicians refused to cooperate with ICE and released them,” Department of
Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin said in a statement last week about the two suspects. “This horrific crime
could have been prevented if it weren't for Biden’s open borders and the ‘America Last' policies of New York sanctuary

Snippet 15 (27 words)
DAngelo Carabello (far left in beige jumpsuit) and Sneider Mejia (center, beige jumpsuit) are pictured during their
arraignments in Bronx Criminal Court on Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2026.

) politicians”
Snippet 16 (43 words)
ot henan spoks s tiey/kstsnecitoihaimnslatad proceecings via heacphones s Mela Wasleciaway han cctizhie 17 Neither man spoke as they listened to the translated proceedings via headphones. As Mejia was led away in handcuffs he
called out, “Mama! Mamal* to a woman in the gallery sitting with four other family members. called out, “Mama! Mama! Mama!” to a woman in the gallery sitting with four other family members.
Their next court appearance is Dec. 3. 1@ Their next court appearance is Dec. 3.
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The following examples also show the results of inquiries to the Brave API’s “LLM

Context” endpoint. The inquiries were the titles of Chicago Tribune articles. The response (left

images) and the corresponding portion of the article (right images) show that the Brave API

provided the user, verbatim, a substantial portion of the text from the article:

After debate over racial power, aldermen fail to override Mayor Brandon Johnson's veto on bond rules

et . St w1 -asticle 1,158 words.

5015 worrs - target rank 1 - £26/1,158 articie words.

aher debate over racial powes, " an band rules

LLM COMTEXT SOURCES

y

Brandan

1. After debate aver racial pawer,
ok et

T e
Saippet 1 (53 merd

# Ater debate over racial powes, aldermen i to override Mayor Brandon Johnson's veto on bond rules

222 Share this:

Mayor Brandon Johnson exits after taking repartess’ questions following & City Councll meeting on Oct. 14, 2026. Aldermen fell ane vote short
of Mayor Johnson's veto on band rules. (lohn J. Kim/Chicago Tribune)

Sippet 2 (26 wesd)

Aldermen fell one vote short of owerriding Mayor Brandan Johnson's veto pen Wednesday, ending their push to make it harder for him fo issue.
ity et

Saippet 37 waedk)

But their 13-17 vote to override Johnscn's veto of the measure failed 10 reach the 14 votes needed for a supermajority.

During an intense fioor debate that surfaced racial tensians, the word of the day was ‘power”

Seippet 41
“For a3 long as | can rememiber, 26 votes ruded the day in this body, That's how democracy works: You win with the majority,” he said. “ITs ironic
that we anly talk about and ht when the pes % up there looks e me.”

-

Several white aldermen made exasperated f3ces at Envin spoke, and some muttiered ta themsehves under their breath while he blasted the
measure a5 an effort 1o rob minarities of City Hall srength,

Seippet 5065 weed)

Ald. Brendan Redly, who appearsd angry a8 EFvin spoke, Quickly fired Back. MOST Major CiEs Fequire & SUPEMapDIiTy 10 AUTHOrZE DONG sk, e
s, adding that Chicsgo's uniguely massive debit kad means the city must bormow with "fiscal discipline.”

“This isn't sbout pewer, thisis about good gavernsnce.” Reilly, 42nd, said. "N ene here i gaing 1o hold up goad ommunity investment in
anybody's ward.”

Sppet 6052 momd)

Ald. Raymond Lopez, 15th, said Ervin was trysng t "blame the evil white people who are not going 1o let Aliican Amesicans and Latings put
sicewalks in their neighborhoods.”

“Came out and say it because than is the stupidest argument | think I've ever heard of amything in this room ™ he said.

Selppet T (77wl
Hanging in the balance, he suggested, was an even playing fiekd for Black neighborhaads in securing city maney for mfrastructure,

“Til never vate sgainst my eonstituents,” he said.

He alsa refemed to 3 publicity campaign calling for the weto overide paid for by the anti-Johnsan poiitical group One Future iingis. When
residents whe received these autemated texts calied Meore urging him i vate against Johnson's veso. the akderman told them there would be
wnintentionsl consequences, he ssid.

Saippet 8 (8 wasth)

Aldermen passed the ordinance in a 3215 vate in late September, but Johnson vetoed i several days later,

Smippet 9 (38 woedh)

But while the prolonged fight showed the councif's growing independence, it alsa showed the limits 10 their power when at odds with the fifth
fioar. There (s no record of aldermen overriding & mayarsl veta in recent decades.

Seippet 3 (38 words]
But while the prolonged the if it also showed the limits to their power when at odds with the fifth
floor. There is o record of aldermen overriding a mayoral velo in recent decades.

Johnson last week blasted the ordinance a5 2 threat 10 the city's ability 1o ifvest in infrastructure in poor neighborhoods.
Snippet 10 (40 woeds)
“Ne with the greatest should not barriers to securing essential public investment,” he wrote to

ARTICLE

Atver debate over racial power, aldermen fail 10 override Mayor Brandon Johnson's veto on band rules

s e - parser

‘Aigermen fell ane vote short of oveniding Maycr Erandon Johnson s vets pen Wednesday, ending their push to make it hardet for him to issue
city debt.

& Most City Council memibers backed requiring a 30-sklermen majority to approve future Chicago bond issusnces, 2 step up from the cusrent
simple majority. BUY their 13-17 vote to ouerride Johason's vetn of the messure filed 10 reach the 34 voles needed for a supsrmajority.

During an intense floor debate that surfaced racial tersions, the word af the day was “power.”

« The measure would strip power away from City Counil ties st a5 Black and Lat stronger control over the body, argued
Al Jason Ervin, Jonnson's ool leader, Bonds pay for RDranes, steats, affordabie housing and small business SUppoe. sald Envin, who is Black.

“For as bang a2 | can remember, 26 votes ruled the day in this bady. That's how democracy works: You win with the majerity,” he said. s iranie
that we: oy talk abaut independence and executive oversight when the person sitting up there looks ke me.”

© Several white akdermen made exasperated faces a5 Ervin spoice. and some muttered 10 themselves undler their breatn while he biasted the
measure as an effort to rob minorities of City Hall strength,

I yons CaN' beat peapie at their own Game, you just change The rules,” Envin, wh [Epresents the mayar's West Sde ZBth Ward, continued. We
see that happering a8 over the country.”

& Ak Brendan Reilly, who appeared angey as Envin spoke, quickly fired back Most magor cities require & supermajerity to authorize band sales, be
said, adding that Chicago's uniguely Hoad means the city must borrow with “fiscal discipine.”

» This isn't about powes, this is about good govemance,” Redly, 42nd, sakd “No one here is goang 10 hold Up good community investment in
amybody's ward®

+ ik Raymond Lopez, 151h, said Ervin was trying 1o “blame the evil white peogie who are not going to let African Americans and Latings put
sidewalks in their neighborhoods.”

+ “Come owt and say it because that is the stupidest argument | think e ever heard of anything in this racm, he said
= iid. Divid Maore, 17th, offered a simple message to his Black Cautus colleagues: You break my heast if you vate for this.

3 Hanging in the balance, he suggested, was el for Black

money for infrastucture.
2 T8 newer wote against my constituents.” he aid

He alsa referred 1o a publcity campaign calling fr the veto overrde paid for by the anti-Johnson political group Cne Future linos. When
residents who received those automated texts called Moore Lrging hiem 10 ¥0%e against JOhnSN's veto, the alderman tald them there would be
unintentional sonsequences, he said,

& Asked Wednesdsy how much maney his cperation spent on the csmpaign, One Future’s president, Mike Ruemmiler, said he was not
irnmedistely cure. Then he texted & meme of the Austin Powers wllain Dr. Evil making his “one millian dellars” gesture

¢ Mdermen pessed the ardinance in & 12-15 vote in late Septembey, but Johnsen vetoed it several days later, 1t wes the mayor's fousth veta, a
strking sign of the heightened pushback he faces from the council ater the city's last two mayors never once used a veto,

» fBut while e prolonged fight showed e COUNGFS growing indegendence. it also Showed the limiIs 1o their power wihen at odds with the fifth
fioar. There is no record of aldermen overriding a mayoral veto in recent decades.

a7 Aldermen passed the ardinance in a 22-15 vote in late September, but Johnson vetoed it several days later. [ was the mayor's fourth veto, a
striking sign of the heightened pushback he faces from the council after the city’s last two mayors never once used a veto.

 But while the prolonged fight showed the coundil's growing independence, it alsa showed the limits 10 their power when at odds with the ifth
floor, There is na record of aldermen overriding a mayoral veto in recent decades.

= Johnson last week blasted the ordinance as a threat to the city's ability to invest in infrastructure in poor neighborhoods:

x should not f jestment,” he wiote to

1o secy

akdermen i his rejection letter last week. “Delaying infrastructure projects can increase and "
‘taxpayers mare.”

Snippet 11 (72 words)

After the vote, Jelnson sai it i “BO Secret that there are a number of members of City Coundil that are stil adjusting 1 a bold progressive
agenda” He argued he is always open to talking with the ely aligned against him and added that aldermen were “conflating
what eould further democratize our city.”

“Relationships have been hard ... because | have asked people to do hard things,” he said.

Srippet 12 72 words)

But aldermen backing the measure pitched it before the vote s a modest increase that gives the couneil a small but meaningful bump in control
over the city's financial future.

Some aldermen have previously tried and failed to put ather limits on Johnsa's ability to borrow, incuding attempts 1o water down his signature
$1.25 billion Housing and Economic Development bend in 2024 and stalling a round of infrastructure borrowing in February 2025.

Soippet 13 (67 wordk)

Audermen on Wednesday also approved 3 historic $261 million police misconguct settlement, 2 Cost many have lamented a5 an unavoidable blow
to the city's pocketbook.

‘The staggering settiement proposed by Johnson's administration and passed without any debate resolves 16 lawsuits alleging disgraced Chicaga
Police Department Detective Reynalio Guevara framed men for murder. It i the largest police miscanduct deal in the city's history, with no dase.
rival

n with the greatest i
aldermen in his rejection letter last week. “Delaying
taxpayers more.”

projects can incr ts, worsen and ultimately cost

21 After the vote, Johnson said it s “no secret that there are a number of members of City Council that are still adjusting to a bokd progressive
agenda.” He argued he is always apen 1o talking with the aldermanic blo routinely aligned against him and added that aldermen were “conflating
what could further democratize cur city.”

=2 “Relationships have been hard .. because | have asked people 10 80 hard things.” he said.

= But skdermen backing the measure pitched it before the vote as a modest increase that gives the coundil 2 small but meaningful bump in control
ower the dity's financial future,

24 Same abdermen have previously tried and failed to put other kmits on Johnson's ability to borrow, indluding attempts to water down his signature
$1.25 billion Housing and Economic Development bond in 2024 and stalling a round of infrastructure borrowing in February 2025,

25 Johnson ally Ald. Daniel La Spata, 1st, said th ing crit in vore Tust
26 “The notion that we have out-of-control general obligation spendiing is to me, based off of the facts, a false nanative,” La Spata said.

27 Aldermen on Wednesday alsa approved a historic $261 million police misconduct settiement, a cost many have lamented as an unavoidable biow
o the city's pocketbook.

21 The staggering seftlement propased by Johnson's administration and passed without any debate resohves 16 lawsuits alleging disgraced Chicaga
4 s

67.

framed men for murder. Itis the largest police misconduct deal in the city's history, with no close rival,

The following example shows a search in the Brave API’s “LLM Context”

endpoint. The query was the title of the Orlando Sentinel article “Florida Amendment 3 threatens
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votes on local school taxes, districts say.” The response (left image) and the corresponding portion

of the article (right image) show that the Brave API provided the entire article text in its response.

Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say

lim_context - title v1 - article 939 words - 20 sources - 5,345 words - target rank: 1 939/939 article words (100%) appear verbatim - call be4417aa at 2026-10-30T04:54:59 UTC - index

Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say

LLM CONTEXT SOURCES

Highlighted text appears word-for-word in the article (runs of 6+ words); click to jump to it

ARTICLE

Florida 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, di

1. Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say

17 snippets - 1005 words

Snippet 1 (51 words)

Florida Amendment 3, on the ballot in November, aims to cut property taxes, and school district leaders mean it could
threaten local school property tax referendums, which are also on the ballot.

The Lake, Orange and Osceola county school districts all want voters to approve local property tax hikes next month.
Snippet 2 (42 words)

#Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say

### Share this:

Floridians will consider a massive property tax cut when they go to the polls next month, a proposition local school leaders
fear has amped up anti-tax sentiment.

Snippet 3 (84 words)

That in turn makes them nervous that voters on Nov. 3 will be inclined to reject measures to hike local school property taxes
that are also on the ballot — though in previous years those local taxes passed easily.

The Lake, Orange and Osceola county school districts are all asking voters to approve taxes that would help raise millions
of dollars for public education, money school leaders say is crucial as they weather steep enrollment drops and the
accompanying reduction in state per-pupil funding.

Snippet 4 (74 words)

“If it does not pass, then we're in dire straits. We would have significant cuts," said Orange Superintendent Maria Vazquez.

But asking voters to approve a local tax hike as some of Florida’s Republican leaders urge passage of Amendment 3, which
would cut deeply taxes on homesteaded properties, leaves the Central Florida districts in an awkward position.

“There is angst among the districts,” Vazquez said, and worry that “voters are going to get confused.”
Snippet 5 (26 words)

Orange County Public Schools has had a one-mill school property tax in place since 2010, and it has been re-approved by
voters every four years since.

Snippet 6 (52 words)

That one-mill tax — or an extra $1 paid on every $1,000 of assessed value — is projected to generate about $255 million for
OCPS this year, representing about 10% of the district's operating budget. It pays the salaries of hundreds of teachers and
helps support sports, arts and other extracurricular programs.

Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say

Steven Walker - 2026-10-26T10:00:52Z - 939 words - parser tribune v5
htt

1 Floridians will consider a massive property tax cut when they go to the polls next month, a proposition local school leaders
fear has amped up anti-tax sentiment.

2 That in turn makes them nervous that voters on Nov. 3 will be inclined to reject measures to hike local school property taxes
that are also on the ballot — though in previous years those local taxes passed easily.

3 The Lake, Orange and Osceola county school districts are all asking voters to approve taxes that would help raise millions of
dollars for public education, money school leaders say is crucial as they weather steep enroliment drops and the
accompanying reduction in state per-pupil funding.

4 “If it does not pass, then we're in dire straits. We would have significant cuts,” said Orange Superintendent Maria Vazquez.

5 But asking voters to approve a local tax hike as some of Florida's Republican leaders urge passage of Amendment 3, which
would cut deeply taxes on homesteaded properties, leaves the Central Florida districts in an awkward position.

6 “There is angst among the districts," Vazquez said, and worry that “voters are going to get confused."

7 Orange County Public Schools has had a one-mill school property tax in place since 2010, and it has been re-approved by
voters every four years since.

s That one-mill tax — or an extra $1 paid on every $1,000 of assessed value — is projected to generate about $255 million for
OCPS this year, representing about 10% of the district's operating budget. It pays the salaries of hundreds of teachers and
helps support sports, arts and other extracurricular programs.

9 An Oct. 4 poll from St. Pete Polls showed about 55% of Orange County voters supported renewing the district’s one-mill
property tax this year. When the millage was last renewed in 2022, 82% of voters chose to approve.

10 “What you're seeing is the effect that Amendment 3 is having on our referendum,” said Angie Gallo, a member of the
Orange County School Board who will become its chair in late November.

11 Approved by the Florida Legislature in June, Amendment 3 asks voters to expand homestead exemptions up to $250,000 in
the next two years. That would slash property tax bills for many residents.

12 Lawmakers carved out school districts from the amendment, but local governments and law enforcement have decried it,
saying that its passage would lead to deep cuts in crucial public services.

12 Nacnita Amandmant 2 Inamina avar Nevamhar'e alartinn Rill Mathiae chair nf tha | aka Caiinty Qehanl Rnard caid ha'e

lim_context - title v1 - article 939 words - 20 sources - 5,345 words - target rank: 1 - 939/939 article words (100%) appear verbatim - call be4417aa at 2026-10-30T04:54:59 UTC - index

Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say

Snippet 7 (71 words)
An Oct. 4 poll from St. Pete Polls showed about 55% of Orange County voters supported renewing the district’s one-mill
property tax this year. When the millage was last renewed in 2022, 82% of voters chose to approve.

“What you're seeing is the effect that Amendment 3 is having on our referendum,” said Angie Gallo, a member of the
Orange County School Board who will become its chair in late November.

Snippet 8 (62 words)

Approved by the Florida Legislature in June, Amendment 3 asks voters to expand homestead exemptions up to $250,000 in
the next two years. That would slash property tax bills for many residents.

but local and law

Lawmakers carved out school districts from the have decried it,
saying that its passage would lead to deep cuts in crucial public services.

Snippet 9 (65 words)

Despite Amendment 3 looming over November's election, Bill Mathias, chair of the Lake County School Board, said he's

*nervously optimistic” voters will approve his district's proposed property tax hike.

Lake County Schools already levies a voter-approved, 0.75 mill property tax for school safety, but the district is asking
voters to say “yes” to an additional 0.25 hike to raise about $49 million for teacher pay.

Snippet 10 (32 words)

Early polling done by the district showed support was in the “low 70s” but Mathias said he still expects it to be a *horse
race" that will come down to the wire.

Snippet 11 (51 words)

“People are going to be in a ‘no’ state of mind when it comes to the referendum because they're going to be in a ‘yes' state
of mind for (Amendment 3), but | just have to believe with all my heart that people recognize how important public
education s," he said.

Snippet 12 (66 words)

A common concern among school districts is that voters will be confused, thinking that if they are opposed to Amendment
3, for example, they should also be opposed to all ballot measures, including the local tax, Mathias said.

Some voters Mathias has spoken with also said they thought that because Amendment 3 exempted school property taxes,
districts didn't need to ask for more from them anymore.

Snippet 13 (54 words)

In Orange, OCPS has done almost 60 public outreach events about the millage since May — more than in previous renewal
years, Vazquez said — in an effort to explain to voters the tax’s purpose.

The School District of Osceola County is asking voters for the first time to approve a one-mill property tax.
Snippet 14 (68 words)

The district says its finances are dire, with reserve funds depleted and almost 800 positions eliminated in an effort to stave
off crisis brought on by an enrollment drop of thousands of students.

16 "People are going to be in a 'no’ state of mind when it comes to the referendum because they're going to be in a ‘yes' state
of mind for (Amendment 3), but | just have to believe with all my heart that people recognize how important public education
is," he said.

17 A common concern among school districts is that voters will be confused, thinking that if they are opposed to Amendment
3, for example, they should also be opposed to all ballot measures, including the local tax, Mathias said.

18 Some voters Mathias has spoken with also said they thought that because Amendment 3 exempted school property taxes,
districts didn't need to ask for more from them anymore.

19 In Orange, OCPS has done almost 60 public outreach events about the millage since May — more than in previous renewal
years, Vazquez said — in an effort to explain to voters the tax's purpose.

20 The School District of Osceola County is asking voters for the first time to approve a one-mill property tax.

21 The district says its finances are dire, with reserve funds depleted and almost 800 positions eliminated in an effort to stave
off crisis brought on by an enrollment drop of thousands of students.

22 3 the
statement. But the district needs the $62.5 million in annual revenues from a one-mill increase, he wrote.

in asking voters for more property taxes, Superintendent Mark Shanoff said in a

23 Without it, he said, “there will be positional cuts of critical personnel within the school district, potential changes to how we
protect and who is protecting our children and schools, reduced services across the district, and significant reductions in arts
programming and athletics in our schools.”

24 The “market dictated” seeking the new tax in Osceola, Shanoff added, despite Amendment 3.

25 But school board leaders in Seminole County, which doesn’t have a one-mill school property tax, considered but ultimately
didn't take that step this year.

26 Ata Seminole County County School Board meeting in May, Board Member Kristine Kraus said she didn't want to rush a
school tax to the ballot without polling the community first. The district didn't have the data to show that voters would
support the property tax, she said.

27 "It would be devastating to have the effort fail," Kraus added.

25 A month later, the Florida Legislature approved placing the Amendment 3 on the ballot, giving voters a way to weigh in on
an idea that had been discussed by Republican state leaders for months.

29 Seminole County Public Schools has also dealt with financial challenges. The district lost about 4,000 students in the last
two years and has cut almost 250 classroom positions to compensate.
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Snippet 14 (68 words)
The district says its finances are dire, with reserve funds depleted and almost 800 positions eliminated in an effort to stave
off crisis brought on by an enrollment drop of thousands of students.

3 icates the ing in asking voters for more property taxes, Superintendent Mark Shanoff said in a
statement. But the district needs the $62.5 million in annual revenues from a one-mill increase, he wrote.

Snippet 15 (60 words)
Without it, he said, “there will be positional cuts of critical personnel within the school district, potential changes to how we
protect and who is protecting our children and schools, reduced services across the district, and significant reductions in
arts programming and athletics in our schools.”

The “market dictated" seeking the new tax in Osceola, Shanoff added, despite Amendment 3.

Snippet 16 (72 words)

[But school board leaders in Seminole County, which doesn't have a one-mill school property tax, considered but ultimately|
|didn't take that step this year.

|

At a Seminole County County School Board meeting in May, Board Member Kristine Kraus said she didn’t want to rush a
school tax to the ballot without polling the community first. The district didn't have the data to show that voters would
[support the property tax, she said)

Snippet 17 (75 words)

“It would be devastating to have the effort fail” Kraus added.

A month later, the Florida Legislature approved placing the Amendment 3 on the ballot, giving voters a way to weigh in on
an idea that had been discussed by Republican state leaders for months.

Seminole County Public Schools has also dealt with financial challenges. The district lost about 4,000 students in the last
two years and has cut almost 250 classroom positions to compensate.

years, Vazquez said — in an effort to explain to voters the tax's purpose.
20 The School District of Osceola County is asking voters for the first time to approve a one-mill property tax.

21 The district says its finances are dire, with reserve funds depleted and almost 800 positions eliminated in an effort to stave
off crisis brought on by an enrollment drop of thousands of students.

2 3 complicates the ing in asking voters for more property taxes, Superintendent Mark Shanoff said in a
statement. But the district needs the $62.5 million in annual revenues from a one-mill increase, he wrote.

23 Without it, he said, “there will be positional cuts of critical personnel within the school district, potential changes to how we
protect and who is protecting our children and schools, reduced services across the district, and significant reductions in arts
programming and athletics in our schools.”

24 The “market dictated" seeking the new tax in Osceola, Shanoff added, despite Amendment 3.

25 But school board leaders in Seminole County, which doesn't have a one-mill school property tax, considered but ultimately
didn't take that step this year.

26 Ata Seminole County County School Board meeting in May, Board Member Kristine Kraus said she didn’t want to rush a
school tax to the ballot without polling the community first. The district didn’t have the data to show that voters would
support the property tax, she said.

27 “It would be devastating to have the effort fail,” Kraus added.

28 Amonth later, the Florida Legislature approved placing the Amendment 3 on the ballot, giving voters a way to weigh in on
an idea that had been discussed by Republican state leaders for months.

25 Seminole County Public Schools has also dealt with financial challenges. The district lost about 4,000 students in the last
two years and has cut almost 250 classroom positions to compensate.

68. The following example shows a search in the Brave API’s “News Search”

endpoint. The query was the title of the Daily News article “Amid on-the-job deaths, Taxi

Workers Alliance calls on state to fund driver health benefits.” The response (left image) and the

corresponding portion of the article (right image) show that the Brave API provided, verbatim,

nearly 350 words from the Daily News article.

Amid an-the-job deaths, Taxi Workars Alllance calls on stats to fund driver health benafits

MEWS SEARCH RESULTS

Pgrigress oot

1. Amid an-the-job deaths. Taxi Warkers Aliance calls on state to fund driver health benefits [EEEED
) 7 i

oo o s

The shaw of support for a tax-driver health fund comses after a bstal summer in which four tax diivers died on the job, Al four were desling
with ongoing medical struggles.

st 1481
I a rare alliance, the New York T Workers Afiiance rideshare: giant Ubes, and medallion-gwning hedge find Marblegate are ail caling on
the gevernar and the mayor to back 8 plan that wauld create of 2 heslth and weliness fund for Laicah drivers by shifting a fare surcharge
sz froem the MTA. The plan skso calls for & Liw 15 expund the health benefits covered by he Black Car Fune, foi which Uber, Ly, lvery snd
Black car drivers are eligibie

s sndppet 2 447 wosrhd
Diriver Khalia Siws was found dead in his cab wish an insulin pen in his hand, the tax worker's union said. NYTWIVs propossl would pay for &
‘separate laxicab health fund by re-allocating the 50.cent surcharge on cab fares that has gone to the MTA since 2009,

Esten st 315
Desai said Tuesday that such a figure “can provice substantial revenue for a [health] furd.” - “It's clearty deficient for the MTA” she ackded. A
spokesman for the Gov. confirmed that Hochul had received the letter. “Governar Hochul vakues the work that tasi and for hire vehicke drivers
perfonm every day,” Sean Butler told the Daily News.

e sl 4138 e
TAll yellow cab. Uber, Lyf and bvery drivers should be ensured basic benefits such as temporary disabity and other pasd time-aff, healih
benedits, inchuding vision, dental and hearing plans, and the abéy 1o retire with dignity.” reads a joint better sen last Fricry to Gow, Hochul
and Mayor Mamdani. The letter is signed by NYTWA head Bhairavi Desal, Uber senior director Josh Geid and Marblegate CEQ Andrew
Milgram. “We joindhy call o yau, Gavemor Hochul and Mayor Mamdar, to use your Tespective authority to essablish a health and wellness
fund for yeliow taxi drivers, sustainably finance the fund by reasiocating the $0.50 MTA surcharge that arivers aiready colect and 1um over on
each fare, and enact legislation 10 expand the Black Car Fund and Livery Fund to create comparable berefits for fvery and app drivers,” the:
lettes continues

2, N¥C's tau union teams with Uber, private equi

reasinigs -8

ity firm to demand healthcare after 4 diiver deaths - Gothamist
b - ik Ghie-d-orver

New fork City's tai workers want lawmakers 10 use a surcharge that goes to the MTA to pay for a hesith fund for drivers.

tatrs 58 ward
The letter also asked lawmakers 1o expand existing funds for app-based car and Mvery diivers. The groups wicte the deaths required "cisis
that i threatening the heatth and salety of New York City's professional drivers. - The coalitian is an unibicely one. The Tad Workers Allance
has kang criticized UDer for damaging the city's cce-icaic yellow Cat industry.

Gothamist is funded by sponsors and member donstions - The union representing New York City's cab drivers has teamed up with Uber and
& peivale exuity firm that owns thousands of taxi medallions to call on Lswmakers 1o create 3 public health fund for drivers.

Fatra amippet 1 (4
~ To Nave e Two |aIgest COMPORIONS COME CuT N0 SUPROM, eNGOrSe OUT PrOposal that's CreciDie progress 101 us, sakd Tax Workers
Alliance executive dinector Bhairavi Desai, “It's incredible progress for us and a real breakthrough 1o show the governar and the mayor that
there’s less opposition here, that there’s 3 unified call for uegency 1o really et this done” - Hochul spokespesson Sean Butier said the
govemor's office is reviewing the Group's proposal. “Governor Hochul vaaes the work that taxi and for hire vehicle drivess perform every
day.” Buther wrgte in 2 statemens,

Amict on<We-jod deaths, Taxi Workers Alance Calls on Sate to Tund arfer NBalth Denents

In a rare alance, the New York Tax Workers Alliance, rideshare giant Uber, and medallion-owning hedge fund Marblegate are all calling on
e govemmor and the mayor 1o back a pan that wowsd create of a heakih and weliness fund for taxcats drrwers by shifting a tare surchage away
from the MTA.

The plan also calls for a law to expand the health benefits covered by the Black Car Fund, for which Uber, Lyf, Ivery and black car drivers are
elgible:

“A yellcow cab, Uber, Lyt #nd livery drivers should be ensured Dasic Denefits 5.<h &5 Lemporary disability and other paic time-ctr, health
benefits, including visicn, dental and hearing plans, and the abilfy to retire with dignity.” reads a joint letier sen last Friday to Gov. Hochul and
Mapor Mamdani

2 The fettes is signed by NYTWA hesd Bhairavi Dessi, Uber seniar directos Josh Gold and Marblegate CEO Andrew Milgram

W jointly call en you. Governor Hoehul and Mayor Mamdani, to use your fespective authority to establich a heaith and wellness fund for
‘yeliow tan drivers, sustainably finance the fund by realiocating the $0.50 MTA surcharge that drivers aiready colliect and 1 ver on each fare,
and enact legisiation to expand the Black Car Fund and Livery Fund to create comparable benefits for livery and apg drvers,” the letter
entinues

+ The show of support for & taxi-drives health fund comes after a brutal summe in which kur taxi dirvers died on the job.
Al four were dealing with cegoing medical struggles, Desai told the Daity News Tuesdsy, and were Lnabhe 10 ake time off,

Babacar Dem had been undergaing dialysis thiee times a week while also driving 2 cab. He was found dead in August after taking a
bathreom break, Gothamist reperted .

The N¥TWA said cabbie Richard Coulibaly had been in and
the midst of 2 heat wave.

ut of the hospital with cardiac issues when he died in his parked cab in July in

+ Jagjit Singh was found Gead in his cab in early September after dropging off 1 fare, apparently aftes suffering a hert attack
Divrves Khalifa Siwa was Toured cead in is B0 WiLR a1 insulin pen in Nis Rand, The Tax wosKers Lnion Saig,

The NYTWA's proposal would pay for 2 separate taxical health fund by re-allocating the 50-cent surcharge on cab faes that has gone o
the MTA since 2009

That surcharge: part of a recession-era effort to reduce 2 then-looming MTA fane hike, goes to the tramsit agency by law. The law allows
maney 1o be sed for whatever budgetary purposes the sgency sees fit. Ay effor to redinect the funds would require an act of state
govemnment.

 Data from the city's Taxi and Limcusine Comenisss
surcharge genarated §22 million in 2025

o roughiy 47.

o taxi trips were made kst year. Acconding 10 the MTA, the

Decsi zaicd that such a figure * | revenue for 3 thealth] fund ™

“It's clearty deficient for the MTA." she added.
A spokesman for the governor confirmed that Hochul had received the letter.

“Gowemnar Hochvul values the woek that 1axi and for-hire vehicle drivers perform every day,” Sean Butier 10id the Daily News. "We have
received the lester and will review the proposal”
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69.  The following example shows a search in the Brave API’s “News Search” endpoint.

The query was the title of the Chicago Tribune article “To spur housing growth, Chicago must

attack prerogative, outdated zoning: report.” The response (left image) and the corresponding

portion of the article (right image) show that the Brave API provided, verbatim,

words from the Chicago Tribune article.

To spur housing growth, Chicago must attack prerogative, outdated zoni

search - i v1 - articte 829 words - 20 rests - teget rank 1 - 260/B29 anice word

To spnr 0 presogtive resort

NEWS SEARCH RESULTS
Hgnigraea

1.7To spur housing grawth, Chicago must attack prerogative, outdated zoning: report [TTTE)

A local thirk tank is blaming Chicaga’s aldermanic tradition of hyperiocal control of what gets built and whers for “standing in the way” of making housing
more affordable.

seipe 52 weroe)
Lurie was former policy chief for Mayor Lori Lightfaot. who made tacking prerogative and spisting housing and other business projects on the South and
West sides a priorty and was sometimes stymiec! by pushback from aldermen. Dising meetings and comenunity briefings. MPC offcials said investors.

a ed how difficult & to buikd in llingis. Among the mest significant changes the report
rocommends are alowing four-iats a: a default on residential lots instead of the cusent systern, where most ofthe city cnly allowrs single-amily homes.

Extra sppet 2 (62 wvs]
But getting members of the City Counil to give up their “prercgative” — an unoffical system in which aldermen can give a thumbs up or down to projects
within thair wards and calleagues largsty defer to thair decisions by default — will ba tough, accarding 1o the comprehersive repert an proposed

o to Chicage's outdated code by the Council

et sippet § (99 wores)
Besides prarogative, the team that developed the B0-page report over the past three years suggested more than a dazen changes to the dny's zoning code a5
ificudt but necessary stops ta address the city's loaming affordable howsing inflection point.

the report helps. ¥
political power often combines with bureaucratic inertia to sii

‘doarstop, that remains to be seen at City Hall where entrenched

2. Chicage Zoning Report Targets Aldermanic Prevogative.

A Metropoitan Planning Council report urges Chicago to overhaul ts 2004 zoning code and curb aldermanic contral aver housing projects.

Chicago's 20ning code hasn't been rewritten since 2004 — and a new regort says that's a big part of the housing cunch.
Extr s
Under formes Mayor Lori Lightfoat. wha prioritized tacing sldermanic prerogative and spurting hausing and business projects on the Sauth and West sides.
the city enacted the Connected Commurities Crdmance in July 2022

= 3 187 woves
Even so. several aldermen opted out of the citywide coach-house and ADL program when it took effect. and single-family residential zanes outsid the
original ot areas still require local alderpersons to optin,leaving aklenmari preragative intact over single-family biocks in 16 of the Gity's 50 wards,

aworcy
Chicago’s housing shortage has a culpiit that goes well beyond vacant ots and constnxction costs. sccording 1.3 new repart from the Metrapobtan Mlaning
Council; the decades-old custom of aldermans prerogative. which lets individual ward alderpersens approve or kil development progects largely unchecked
by their City Counci collsagues.

3. Report: Chicago must o away
el

A comprahensece, 80.pags report by the Metrapolitan Planring Council that ook in dsta from the pust three years suggests upwards of 10 changes to the
city's 20ning codes to address an affordable housing crisis, The repoet atsa notes howeves that the changes will be difficult to implemen
[

A comprahansive. 80-page report by the Metrapolitan Planring Coundi that took in dita from the pust thres years suggests upwards of 10 changes to the
city's 20ning codes to address an affordable housing crisis. The report aisa notes however that the changes will be difficult to implement if Chicago's traditicn
of aidermatic prerogative and hyperiocsl control continues.

A new Metropoitan Planning Coundil repart recommends streamining rules. but political roadbiocks thraaten much-needed hausing.

ARTICLE

To spur housing growth, Chicage must attack prerogative, outdated Zoning: report

Alocal planning think tank is blaming Chicaga's aldesmanic radition of hyperkocal cantrol of what gets built and where for “standing in the way” of making
heusing mors afordabla. predictable and fa, ensusing “politics infighting rather than common-sanse policymaking:

o the City Counil “prerogative” — an unafficial system i which aldermen can give 3 thumbs up or down 10 projects
within their warcs and colleagues largely defer to their decisions by default — will be faugh, accarding o the comprehensive report on proposed
c coda by Council

Past sfforts failed and continu to fusl piched battles in the City Council Several aldermen for example. opted out of 3 itywide program to allow
construction of coach howses or *granny flats” Farmally knawn as accessory dwelling units , arguing their constituents didn't want any mare density in their
Reighborhosds Statewsse, some municipalibes have pushed back agamst Gov. 8 Pritzker's hausing plan, deseribing it 35 s urwanted intrusion ints lecal
decison-making

« Besicles prerogative, the team that developed the B0-page report cver the pist three years suggested more than a dazen changes to the city's zoning code as
ificult But pecessary steps 1o sddress the eity's boarming affordable housing inflection peint Th Chicags metio 312 i shon some 230000 affordabie rentsl
hromes for very low-income households. according to the Nationa! Low Income Housing Coaétion.

& Mayor Brandon Johason has tried to address some development bottlenecks though his "Cut the Tape” intiative, but MPC researchers suggest the ity needs
2 bigger overnaul befise its Rousing probleens reach the Same erisis 35 places like San Francisce. Seattie and New York City

Changes to Chicago's arcans and complex 2oning code — which often pecessitate e help of expensive 2oning Bttomeys or pemit expediters 1o navigate —
would be a significant improvement and likely unlack much-needed housing and business development, the group recommends. The think tank separately
ereated a SD-pagesine to walk aversge peaple threugh the process.

“There are st least 67 zoning districts with at least 28 geographic cvertays layered on top of thess districts” their research found, "t least 180 specfic land
s types are listed in the zoning code and at least five govemment decisian-making bodies make official decisians about zoning:

“My kind of unafficial working title is: This isn't working. said Dlan Lurie. the council's president and CEG, Lurie was former poficy chief for Mayor Lori
Lightfoot who made tackling prerogative and spurning housing and other business projects
by pushback from akdermen.

and icfings. MPC officials saidl investors. deve nd b providers all expressed how difficult and unpredictable it s to

busd in Winois.

Among the most significant changes the repart recommends are allowing four-fiats as 3 default on residentiallots instead of the cument system whee most
of the gty only allowes singhe-family homes. The regort also calis for letting apariment buildings stand up to six stories by-right near rail stations and the most
Trbdquent and hightst-volsre biss lanes

Emily Bloom-Carlin, MPC's Director ef Housing and Community Development £id the peitical wil to muske [arge-scale changes is shifting thanks te the
rational affordability crisis and the success of other pragrams that have chipped away at the city's housing shortage.

She pointed to Lightfoot's Connected Communities ordinance , which
proposing large smounts of atfordable housing in high-cost. transit-rich areas.

ple up- wote from the en

“There 5 a wide recogition among some of the newer akbers and sorme of the folks who were really engaged in this process that they ctually dort want 1o
e approving each individual sign permit... zonng request or special use request.” Bloom-Carlin said. “They would rathes foeus on the large and mare
mesningful shements of ther wodk”

Sign up for the Spin: Vour essential take on loc poltics.

By signing up. you agree 1o our Terms of Use., Privacy Policy  and to receive emals from Chicago Tribune.

‘& Small business owners are being heid up by other wonky processes at the city's Zaning Baard of Appeals, which decides whether beauty and nail salans,
barber snops, Lattoo panors and outdoor patias can be built MPC recommends thase proposais. which typically clear the bosed easily, should be slowed by-
right. instead of having to jume through the ZBA hoop

As for whether the report helps prompt change or becomes yet ancther weighty academic doorstop, that remains to be seen at City Hall, where entrenched
poltical power often combines with bureaucratic inertia to stifle innavation.

70.  The following example shows a search in the Brave API’s “News Search” endpoint.

The query was the title of the Orlando Sentinel article “Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on

local school taxes, districts say.” The response (left image) and the corresponding portion of the

article (right image) show that the Brave API provided 250 words from that article.
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‘taxes, districts say

s - target rank: 1 2

ear verbatim - call 407a283e 3

Florida Amendment 3 thieatens votes on local school takes, districts say

NEWS_SEARCH RESULTS

Highlighted fext appears word-lor-werd in the artile (runs of &+ words): click 1 fums to i

6-10-30T04:54:50

1. Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say
= wendment o ’
dosentinel.com - age: 4 days 390 - page_age: 2026-10-26T

cts-say

203 enippet words

Description (32 words)
Florida Amendment 3, on the ballot in November, aims to cut property taxes, and school district leaders mean it could
threaten local school property tax referendums, which are also on the ballot

Extra snippet 1 (19 words)

‘The Lake, Orange and Osceola county school districts all want voters to approve local property tax hikes next month.

Extra snippet 2 (62 words]

Approved by the Florida Legislature in June, Amendment 3 asks voters to expand homestead exemptions up to $250,000 in
the next two years. That would slash property tax bills for many residents. Lawmakers carved out school districts from the
amendment, but local governments and law enforcement have decried it, saying that its passage would lead to deep cuts in
crucial public services.

Ex1ra shippet 3 (65 wards)

Despite Amendment 3 laoming over November's election, Bill Mathias, chair of the Lake County School Board, said he's
“nervously optimistic” voters will approve his district's proposed property tax hike. Lake County Schools already levies a
voter-approved, 0.75 mill property tax for school safety, but the district is asking voters to say “yes” to an additional 0.25
hike to raise about $49 million for teacher pay.

Ex1ra snippet & (115 wards)

Some voters Mathias has spoken with also said they thought that because Amendment 3 exempted school property taxes,
districts didn't need to ask for more from them anymore. In Orange, OCPS has done almost 60 public outreach events
about the millage since May — more than in previous renewal years, Vazquez said — in an effort to explain to voters the
tax's purpose. The School District of Qscecla County is asking voters for the first time to approve a one-mill property tax.
The district says its finances are dire, with reserve funds depleted and almost 80O positicns eliminated in an effort to stave

«off crisis brought on by an enroliment drop of thousands of students.

1 Approved by the Florida Legislature in June, Amendment 3 asks voters to expand homestead exemptions up to $250,000 in
the next two years. That would slash property tax bills for many residents.

have decried it,

2 Lawmakers carved out school districts from the but local
saying that its passage would lead to deep cuts in crucial public services.

Despite Amendment 3 looming over November's election, Bill Mathias, chair of the Lake County School Board, said he's
*nervously optimistic” voters will approve his district's proposed property tax hike.

1 Lake County Schools already levies a voter-approved, 0.75 mill property tax for school safety, but the district is asking
voters to say ‘yes” to an additional 0.25 hike to raise about $49 million for teacher pay.
= Early polling done by the district showed support was in the “low 70" but Mathias said he still expects it to be a “horse

race” that will come down to the wire.

 “Peple are going to be in a 'no’ state of mind when it comes to the referendum because they're going to be in a 'ves’ state
of mind for (Amendment 3), but | just have to believe with all my heart that pecple recognize how important public education
is," he said.

1 A commeon concern amang schoal districts is that voters will be confused, thinking that if they are opposed ta Amendment
3, for example, they should also be opposed to all ballot measures, including the local tax, Mathias said

1 Some voters Mathias has spoken with also said they thought that because Amendment 3 exempted school property taxes,
districts didn't need to ask for more from them anymore.

# In Orange, OCPS has done almost 60 public outreach events about the millage since May — more than in previous renewal
years, Vazquez said — in an effort to explain to voters the tax's purpose.

20 The School District of Oscecla County is asking voters for the first time to approve a one-mill property tax.

1 The district says its finances are dire, with reserve funds depleted and almost 800 positions eliminated in an effort to stave
off crisis brought on by an enroliment drop of thousands of students.

C. The Brave Browser

71.

As discussed above, the Brave Browser is a product offered to customers

that

allows customers to circumvent the Publishers’ paywalls, create a free custom news feed filled

with Publishers’ content, and block and/or substitute advertising displayed on Publishers’

websites.

72.

As shown in the images below, Brave’s paywall blocker is effective. The top image

shows the results of an effort to retrieve an article from the Daily News on another major browser.

The lower image shows the Brave Browser retrieving that same Daily News article, and providing

the content of that article to the user, without a login and bypassing The Daily News’s paywall:
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< ¢ 0= \2026/10/18/beloved anny-parache-unwavering-resolve-dies-in-helis-ki apartment-fire-familyf B®A

DA[LYQ NEWS Crime and Public Safety | Beloved son with ‘unwavering resolve’ dies in...
T T [T AT TS0 T T

Parache (inset) died in & fire in his Wast 40th 5t apartment on Saturday. (Theodore Parisienne | New York Daily News; Facsbook)

| :[\‘ NYC college student dies after bi
H

. givenfentanyl, raped while

@ @ By JULIAN ROBERTS-GRMELA and JOHN ANNESE | JANNESE@nydailynews.com | New York Daily News K T PR
= == PUBLISHED: October 18 2026 a15:12 PM EOT | UPDATED: October 18, 2026 at 10:07 PM EDT Friday. October 16
A 36-year-old man with a self-described love of learning and self-improvement died in a U Bye-bye Katie Zacharia; here co
Trump's new liar

weekend blaze in his Hells Kitchen apartment, his devastated family told the Daily News.
Sunday, October 18

Danny Parache died after firefighters removed him from his fifth-floor apartment on W. 49th
St. near Eighth Ave. around 11:15 a.m. Saturday.

w Mother nfflead&yea_m]d in Qu
Medics took him and a second man, who Parache's family says lived in the apartment with ¢ :qn&w-ll indramatic 911 call: 1
him, to NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital Weill Cornell, where Parache died :'“:::E(d::'&h"r

Parache’s mother raced to the hospital, the victim's aunt, Odalis Parache, 55, told The News.

“She's devastated. She was saying that she didn't want to leave him in that cold room,” the l\;l:knmom from dulyr:r:
aunt recounted Sunday. “She was devastated because she saw everything, when they put him ;:ﬁ.ﬁ;:ﬁ;mﬁ:aﬁmm
in that black bag.” Thursday, October 15

73. The Brave Browser’s paywall blocker is similarly effective for the Chicago
Tribune’s paywalls. The top image shows the results of an effort to retrieve an article from the

Chicago Tribune on another major browser. The lower image shows the Brave Browser retrieving
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that same Chicago Tribune article, and providing the content of that article to the user, without a

login and bypassing the Chicago Tribune’s paywall:

CUN U peee— e ok i

O G el com 01810/ B nvg- i el O Dmn | e ede |

Fhis armcie o avaskaole oroly e ubocribers. Log in

FLASH SALE

$1 for 1 year
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D08 [ rnrekinkicmien x4 -

] % chicagotribune.com20261018/parts-tump-ice-arest E]

= Lrhll'ﬂgﬂ El'lhllllf Immigration | In Paris, (lineis, Trump's ICE raids came home...

s article naw

& Trinity Audie

PARIS, B, - It his dreams, Jorse Fiscal Belli s still Iving an all-American life with his all-American family

Each day, he comes home to his wile, a hazel-eyed, small-town preacher’s daughter. Together, they raise four
children and run the Main Street Cafee, where they serve country fried chicken and eqags to a faisty bunch of
regulars. He also co-owns a Mexican restaurant just across the state line in Clinton, Indiana,

Everyone knows jose in Paris, linais, located about 165 miles south of Chicago. He coaches Little League. Police
officers ask for his help as a volunteer Spanish translator. He is known to donate whole meals to the local soup
kitchen. When B-year old Croshy Allen neaded a new bat but didnt have the money, jose gave him ane.

Hie fits right into the mostly white town of roughly 8,000 people where a laundromat offers free laundry day for
those wha cant afford it and a local group builds wheelchair ramps for disablied residents.

But Jose, 32, 1 nat in Paris anymore, Instead of lving the American Dream, he wakes up to 3 nightmare in ICE
custody, He was picked up earlier this summer after Indiana State Police stopped him outside a government
building in Indianapolis where he had parked in the wrong spat. The officers tumned him over to federal
ammigration agents, and he is being detained at the Oldham County Jal in La Grange, Kentucky, where he faces
deportation

Now, a town that voted overwhelmingly for President Donald Trump is contending with jose's absence. The Prairie
Press, 3 local newspaper, ran a front-page phato of jose and a story dedlaring: “This is one of ours.”

Children threatened to quit baseball. Golfers organized a toumament fundraiser for his legal defense. Peaple
donated thousands of dollars for a GoFunde. Even a few Republican keaders wrote letters supporting his
release.

: . 1

74.  Brave’s activities with respect to the Orlando Sentinel are no different. The top

image shows the results of an effort to retrieve an article from the Orlando Sentinel using another
major browser. The lower image shows the Brave Browser retrieving that same Orlando Sentinel
article, and providing the content of that article to the user, without a login and bypassing the

Orlando Sentinel’s paywall:
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This article i available only to subscribers. Log in
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= Orlando Sentinel Education | Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local... ( f) \\\1) \\ )9 af

NEWS ~ EDUCATION

Florida Amendment 3 threatens votes on local school taxes, districts say

L

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Editorial: Another dozen reason
u @ vote no’ on Amendment 3
Tuesday, October 27

- r

7 3 S

gt kO

@- a= Editorial: Ten reasons (and cour
25 T (@ A 7\ 4 to vote o’ on Amendment 3

Monday, October 26

1 What could Amendment 3 mean
- Florida renters?
-

Last item on Ballot B
o —— B Once globally preeminent, US
universities are sliding into decl

Thursday, October 29

in the Southwest Library at Dr. Phillips promoing the OCPS one il tax referendum, on Friday, October 23, 2026, (Ricardo

[ Al detector flags much of Florid:

Ul education chief’s writing as AI-
By STEVEN WALKER | swalker@orlandosentinel.com | Orlando Sentinel % generated
PUBLISHED: October 26, 2026 at 6:00 AM EDT | UPDATED: October 27, 2026 at 1229 PM EDT Friday, October 30

sy Racist group chats sparked fear
FIU. Now a judge signals who m:
win lawsuit
Friday, October 30

Getting your Trinity Audio player ready.

Floridians will consider a massive property tax cut when they go to the polls next month, a
proposition local school leaders fear has amped up anti-tax sentiment.
QB and VB3 uncertainty, Stockto
That in turn makes them nervous that voters on Nov. 3 will be inclined to reject measures to 9 praise and more | 5 things we
523 learned from UF's Georgia loss

hike local school property taxes that are also on the ballot — though in previous years those
Sunday, November 1

local taxes passed easily.

The Lake, Orange and Osceola county school districts are all asking voters to approve taxes
thatwould help raise millions of dollars for public education, money school leaders say is EIN1io Shiffs exotic ssa creatiy
- Southern California’s coast. Her
what anglers are sceing
pupil funding. Sunday, November 1

crucial as they weather steep enroliment drops and the accompanying reduction in state per-

“If it does not pass, then we'e in dire straits. We would have significant cuts," said Orange

Superintendent Maria Vazquez. Bianchi: Forget Freddy Krueger,
! Florida’s worst Halloween night
But asking voters to approve a local tax hike as some of Florida's Republican leaders urge is named Kirby Smart

passage of Amendment 3, which would cut deeply taxes on homesteaded properties, leaves TR R

the Central Florida districts in an awkward position.

“There is angst among the districts,” Vazquez said, and worry that “voters are going to get ‘Grasping at straws’: Judge dism:
fused” Trump suit against Wall Street
confused Journal over Epstein letter

Sunday, November 1

75. The Brave Browser provides free access to paywalled and copyright-protected
articles from the Publishers without the Publishers’ authorization. When a user navigates to an
article available at nydailynews.com, chicagotribune.com, or orlandosentinel.com, the user will
typically encounter a paywall as shown above. But when using the Brave Browser configured to
disable paywalls, the Brave Browser will copy the requested article and render the article text and
other content for display to the user without the paywall.

76. Through the process of retrieving and displaying the text of an article from the
Publishers that would otherwise be shielded behind the Publishers’ paywalls, Brave has made

unauthorized copies of the Publishers’ copyrighted works.
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77.  The Brave Browser also includes a service called “Brave News” that, according to
Brave, provides “Private, personalized news. From hundreds of sources. Right in your browser.”!
According to Brave, “There are hundreds of major media outlets and news sources available in
Brave News. News categories include global news, business and finance, sports, fashion, lifestyle,
entertainment, crypto, and more.”>> As shown below, the Chicago Tribune is one of the “major
media outlets” that Brave offers in Brave News through its Browser. The top image shows the

Chicago Tribune on the list of available news outlets, and the second shows the notification of a

Chicago Tribune article:

Brave News X
Settings
Following 0 sources
Enable Brave News o
Open articles in New tab v

Ve ~ ~
( Import from OPML > | Exportto OPML )
\ DZAN /

Discover
[chicago X j
Sources
X a”
Chicago Sun-Times Chicago Tribune
78. The Brave Browser also blocks advertising by default. As Brave explains, “Brave’s

easy to use browser blocks ads by default, making the Web faster, safer, and less cluttered for

31" Brave News, BRAVE, https://brave.com/brave-news/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
52 Brave News, BRAVE, https://brave.com/brave-news/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
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people all over the world.”>* When a Brave user visits a Publisher’s webpage, the Brave Browser

strips the Publisher’s advertising from the page, including advertising that prompts the user to

subscribe.

79.  The images below show a webpage from the Chicago Tribune’s website as

retrieved from the Google Chrome browser (left) and the Brave Browser (right). As the images

show, Brave has stripped ads that appear on the Chicago Tribune’s website:
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80.  Brave is not against all ads, however. Rather, through “Brave Ads,” it replaces the

ads that appear on the content owners’ websites with its own. “Advertise on the Brave browser

and search engine,” says Brave, and “[r]each and convert millions of Brave users with effective ad

placements catered to all marketing objectives.”>* Brave then offers its users a “Brave Rewards”

program, similar to an airline points program, by which they can (according to Brave): “Support

53 Did you know? Brave saves ... Your sanity, BRAVE, https://brave.com/did-you-know/brave-saves-sanity/ (last
visited Oct. 30, 2026).
4 Advertise on the Brave browser and search engine, BRAVE, https://brave.com/brave-ads/ (last visited Oct. 30,

2026).
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content creators and earn tokens for ads you see in Brave. Use your tokens in Web3 apps, to book
flights, exchange for other currencies, and more.”>’

IV. Brave’s Unlawful Conduct Has Harmed, and Continues to Harm, Publishers

81. By copying the Publishers’ copyrighted content and creating substitutive output
derived from their works, and by the other conduct described above, Brave obviates the need for
users to visit the Publishers’ websites or purchase their newspapers. This intermediates the
Publishers from their audience, harming the Publishers’ ability to build and strengthen
relationships with their readers. Brave is thus misappropriating substantial subscription,
advertising, licensing, and affiliate revenue opportunities that belong rightfully and exclusively to
the Publishers.

82. Because Brave is a private company, it does not have to disclose information
regarding its revenues, valuation, or other financial metrics. Industry observers report that Brave
is currently worth about $980 million, with substantial year-over-year revenue growth and over
100 million monthly users. Brave has been recognized for having taken relatively little outside
capital compared to its peers, primarily so the founders can retain control and continue to pursue
a policy that focuses on the company’s and customers’ privacy.

83. By its actions, Brave has recognized the tremendous value of the kinds of content
(including Publishers’ Content) it takes for free. Among other things, as explained above, Brave
monetizes the Brave Index, which includes the Publishers’ Content and other copyrighted
materials, by allowing other Al companies to access the Brave Index for training, RAG, and other
purposes. Brave provides users with the means to bypass paywalls, and hides information

regarding the bot that it uses to collect information from behind the paywalls so that Publishers

55 Brave Rewards, BRAVE, https://brave.com/brave-rewards/ (last visited Oct. 30, 2026).
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and other copyright owners cannot target it. Brave also offers the copyrighted material to its users
with the content owners’ advertising blocked, so that Brave can show its own advertising.

84.  Publishers are directly injured by Brave’s theft of their copyrighted materials,
which serves to devalue those materials and deprives Publishers of immediate and potential
subscription, advertising, licensing, and affiliate revenues. For example, one published study has
concluded that “Al bots on average are sending 95.7% less referral traffic than traditional Google
search.”>¢

85.  Brave’s unlawful conduct also harms the public by eroding the economic incentives
necessary for the creation and publication of trustworthy, informative, expressive journalism. If
the intellectual property rights of Publishers and other publishers are not respected and enforced,
creators will not be able to generate high-quality content because they will not receive a sufficient
return on investment. Diminished content will further result in reduced revenue, and thus less
spending on content creation, spawning even less content of even poorer quality and even less
revenue, and so on in a downward spiral for creators like Publishers, and ultimately for the public’s
ability to be reliably informed. In this way, Brave imperils the very market for the high-quality
content that it copies and reproduces, and upon which its business depends.

COUNTI

Direct Copyright Infringement (17 U.S.C. § 501)
86.  The Publishers restate and incorporate by reference their allegations as set forth in
the preceding paragraphs.
87.  The Publishers hold exclusive rights to the extensive body of copyrighted material

they seek to protect in this case.

56 State of the Bots: 2024 Q4, The First Issue, TOLLBIT (2024), https://tollbit.com/state-of-the-bots/q4-2024/.
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88. This includes copyrights registered with the U.S. Copyright Office, including over
2 million articles contained in the registered newspaper issues in Exhibits A-C.

89. Upon information and belief, Brave, without the Publishers’ authorization, directly
or indirectly through third parties, has willfully copied as many of the Publishers’ articles and as
much of their content as it has been able to access with its own or with third parties’ web crawlers
as inputs into database(s) or index(es), including content covered by the registrations listed at
Exhibits A-C, as well as more recently registered and soon to be registered copyrights.

90. These database(s) or index(es) are used for a process commonly referred to as
retrieval-augmented generation or “RAG.”

91.  Brave, in turn, uses the Publishers’ copyrighted content, accessed through its RAG
process, to produce outputs in response to user queries.

92. The outputs or “answers” to user queries contain and/or are derived from the
Publishers’ copyrighted content, whether they come in the form of verbatim or near-verbatim
reproductions, summaries, or abridgements of the Publishers’ copyrighted works, or any other
reproduced or derivative content sourced from the Publishers’ copyrighted works—all of which
infringe on the Publishers’ copyrighted articles.

93. Brave sells copies of the Publishers’ content for the use of third parties in the
training and/or grounding of their own AI models and products. Brave sells copies of the
Publishers’ content in the outputs to the queries posed by the third parties’ customers or users.

94, In addition, the Brave Browser makes unauthorized copies of the Publishers’
copyrighted works when it provides free access to paywalled and copyright-protected articles from

Publishers’ sites without the Publishers’ permission.
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95. The copies that are made to build and operate Brave’s Al products, including Ask
Brave, the Brave API, and the Brave Browser, which may be retained in Brave’s RAG database(s)
or index(es), and are thereafter sold by Brave to third parties, are distinct copyright violations on
a massive scale.

96.  Every instance in which Brave, on its own or by directing or controlling a third
party, copies the Publishers’ copyrighted work constitutes a separate violation of the Copyright
Act, 17 U.S.C. § 106.

97.  Brave’s massive and ongoing infringements violate the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. §
106.

98. The Publishers are, and will continue to be, irreparably harmed by Brave’s ongoing
infringement of the Publishers’ copyrights. The Publishers have, or will have, no viable remedy
at law should Brave’s violations of the Publishers’ rights continue unabated.

99.  Brave’s infringements are ongoing, and the Publishers are entitled to injunctive
relief and other equitable remedies.

100. Brave’s infringements were and are willful, as reflected, for example, in its
deployment of paywall bypass measures, and its refusal to release the name of its web crawler bot
so that owners of copyrighted content can prevent the copying of that content from their websites.

101. The Publishers are entitled to statutory damages, actual damages, restitution of
profits, attorneys’ fees, costs of suit, and other remedies provided by law.

COUNT 11

Contributory Copyright Infringement
102.  The Publishers restate and incorporate by reference their allegations as set forth in

the preceding paragraphs.
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103. To the extent that Brave argues that an end-user—rather than Brave—should be
liable as a direct infringer based on Brave outputs, Brave is secondarily liable for unlawfully
reproducing, displaying, distributing, and preparing derivatives of the Publishers’ copyrighted
works because it intended that the copyrighted content that it provided through its various services
discussed above be used for infringing purposes and specifically tailored its products to be used
for infringing purposes.

104. Specifically, Brave induced infringement by third parties by, inter alia,
encouraging third parties to use the Brave Index (which contains the Publishers’ copyrighted
content) and use that content to train their LLMs and to further copy the Publishers’ content
through the RAG process and by displaying that content. For example, Brave specifically told
potential customers:

“The Brave Search API is an open-ended product with many possible uses (just as

people have many possible uses for search engines, and apply that breadth to

software development). The most common uses today are in training and grounding

several of the Web’s biggest large language models (LLM), in addition to powering

popular Al apps. This is likely to continue to be the primary use case for the Brave

Search API, as an increasing number of Al agents operate in the wild who, like

humans, thrive when given access to the open Web.”

105. Brave intended to encourage such infringement by those third parties, as reflected
by Brave’s own words.

106. Brave also provided services specifically tailored to the alleged infringements, as
reflected by, inter alia, providing users with a feature designed to bypass paywalls and products,
including Ask Brave and the Brave API, designed to provide users with copies of stolen
copyrighted content. Brave specifically promoted these benefits to potential users and customers

of its products as discussed above, and these products are not capable of substantial non-infringing

uses because they simply copy and output copyrighted content.
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107. Brave has knowledge of the direct infringements of Publisher Content by its
customers and users. Brave’s users and customers access Brave’s products for the purpose of
securing access to copyrighted content, including Publisher Content. Brave actively induces such
conduct by making it impossible for content owners, including the Publishers, to block Brave’s
bots from scraping their websites. Brave also actively induces such conduct by incorporating into
its products a mechanism that gives Brave’s users the option to bypass content owners’ paywalls,
and to secure information from protected sites, while preventing the content owners from taking
measures to block Brave’s copying of their copyrighted materials.

108. In addition, Brave’s products, including Ask Brave and the Search API,
intentionally target the Publishers’ work for copying. Brave knows that Ask Brave and the Brave
API respond to users with outputs that infringe the Publishers’ works. Ask Brave and the Brave
API are designed to foster the infringement of the Publishers’ copyrighted works and to transmit
infringing copies to users of its products. Brave provides the site and facilities for its users’ ongoing
infringement, notwithstanding that Brave has the means to prevent such infringement but does not
do so. Instead, it intentionally avoids taking steps to sufficiently mitigate its infringement.

109. Brave also intentionally induces its users’ infringing activity. Brave designs,
operates, and maintains its RAG services, including Ask Brave and the Brave API, with the object
of supplying Publisher Content, including full verbatim, partial verbatim, or substantially similar
copies. Brave promotes its services as providing such content, and encourages its customers to use
those services to secure copyrighted content, including Publisher Content, thereby inducing its
users’ direct infringement. As a direct and proximate result of such actions, Brave has infringed

the Publishers’ copyrighted content.
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110. Brave intentionally induces the infringing activity of third-party Al companies who
use the Brave Index and other resources to copy Publisher Content for purposes of training their
own LLMs, for the purpose of grounding responses to their users’ queries, and for other purposes.
Brave induces the third-party Al companies’ direct infringement of the copyrights to Publisher
Content and other materials by offering and marketing to those companies the availability and
advantages of using the Brave Index for the purpose of training their LLMs, grounding responses
to their users’ queries, and providing material into the output that their systems provide to users.
Every instance in which a third party (whether a Brave customer or an Al company) copies
Publisher Content from the Brave Index or other Brave database constitutes a separate instance of
unlawful infringement for which Brave is contributorily liable.

111.  The Publishers are, and will continue to be, irreparably harmed by Brave’s ongoing
contributory infringement of the Publishers’ copyrights. The Publishers have, or will have, no
viable remedy at law should Brave’s violations of the Publishers’ rights continue unabated.

112.  Brave’s unlawful conduct is ongoing, and the Publishers are entitled to injunctive
relief and other equitable remedies.

113.  The Publishers are also entitled to statutory damages, actual damages, restitution of
profits, attorneys’ fees, costs of suit, and other remedies provided by law.

COUNT 111

Vicarious Copyright Infringement
114.  The Publishers restate and incorporate by reference their allegations as set forth in
the preceding paragraphs.
115. Brave controlled, directed, and profited from the infringement perpetrated by its
customers and end users. Brave controls and directs the products used to store, process, and

reproduce the Publishers’ copyrights, including Ask Brave, the Brave Search API, and the Brave
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Browser. Specifically, Brave wrote, published, and controls all updates to the Brave Browser’s
software, including the software for the paywall blocking feature. Brave also operates the Brave
API and Ask Brave products under its own terms of service and sells subscriptions to these
products that it can suspend or terminate.

116. Brave profited from the infringement perpetrated by its end users because, inter
alia, it collects fees on every Brave API response, including those containing Publisher Content.
Brave also profits heavily from customer and end-user infringements because its paywall bypass
features and news-specific Brave API offerings serve as a draw to end users, including Al
companies. Every instance in which a third party (whether a Brave customer or an Al company)
copies Publisher Content from the Brave Index or other Brave database constitutes a separate
instance of unlawful infringement for which Brave is vicariously liable.

117.  The Publishers are, and will continue to be, irreparably harmed by Brave’s ongoing
vicarious infringement of the Publishers’ copyrights. The Publishers have, or will have, no viable
remedy at law should Brave’s violations of the Publishers’ rights continue unabated.

118. Brave’s unlawful conduct is ongoing, and the Publishers are entitled to injunctive
relief and other equitable remedies.

119. The Publishers are also entitled to statutory damages, actual damages, restitution of
profits, attorneys’ fees, costs of suit, and other remedies provided by law.

COUNT IV

Violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 1201(a)(1)(A) and §
1201(a)(2)

120. The Publishers restate and incorporate by reference their allegations as set forth in

the preceding paragraphs.

64



Case 1:26-cv-09554 Document1l Filed 11/02/26 Page 65 of 69

121.  Under the DMCA: “No person shall circumvent a technological measure that
effectively controls access to a work protected under this title.” 17 U.S.C. § 1201(a)(1)(A). The
statute also provides:

(2) No person shall manufacture, import, offer to the public, provide, or otherwise traffic
in any technology, product, service, device, component, or part thereof, that—
(A) is primarily designed or produced for the purpose of circumventing protection

afforded by a technological measure that effectively protects a right of a copyright
owner under this title in a work or a portion thereof;
(B) has only limited commercially significant purpose or use other than to
circumvent protection afforded by a technological measure that effectively
protects a right of a copyright owner under this title in a work or a portion thereof;
or
(C) is marketed by that person or another acting in concert with that person with
that person’s knowledge for use in circumventing protection afforded by a
technological measure that effectively protects a right of a copyright owner under
this title in a work or a portion thereof.

17 U.S.C. § 1201(a)(2).

122.  The Publishers employ paywalls and other technological protection measures
(“TPMSs”) that effectively control access to the Publishers’ copyrighted works on their websites
within the meaning of 17 U.S.C. § 1201(a)(3)(B). The Publishers’ TPMs prohibit access, scraping,
downloading, bulk extraction, or other forms of data mining by unauthorized entities.
Specifically, the Publishers’ TPMs require the application of information, processes, and
authorized interactions in order to access the works in usable form. These measures function to
prevent access to the Publishers’ works outside the authorized delivery environment. These
restrictions prevent unlicensed access to the underlying files, not just reproduction of content.

123.  When the Publishers add content to their websites, the Publishers automatically

apply TPMs, or that content is automatically subject to TPMs, that control access to, and prevent

unauthorized access to, that content.

65


https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=17-USC-1784525378-2041314796&term_occur=999&term_src=title:17:chapter:12:section:1201

Case 1:26-cv-09554 Document1l Filed 11/02/26 Page 66 of 69

124. Brave knowingly and intentionally circumvented the Publishers’ TPMs by
deploying automated systems, including the paywall bypass feature of the Brave Browser, that are
designed to avoid, bypass, and impair those TPMs. Brave also designed, developed, deployed,
provided, trafficked in, and offered to the public measures, including the paywall bypass feature
of the Brave Browser, that (1) are primarily designed or produced for the purpose of circumventing
a technological measure that effectively controls access to a copyrighted work; (ii) have only
limited commercially significant purpose or use other than to circumvent a technological measure
that effectively controls access to a copyrighted work; and (iii) are marketed for use in
circumventing a technological measure that effectively controls access to a copyrighted work.

125.  Brave’s conduct as described in this Count was without the Publishers” knowledge,
authorization, or permission. By its conduct, Brave improperly obtained, and improperly provided
to third parties, millions of copyrighted articles from the Publishers’ websites.

126. Brave’s conduct constitutes circumvention because it involved the avoidance and
bypassing of technological measures that control access to copyrighted works without the authority
of the copyright owner.

127.  As a direct and proximate result of Brave’s DMCA violations, the Publishers have
been injured and are entitled to all remedies available under 17 U.S.C. § 1203, including statutory
damages, injunctive relief, attorneys’ fees, and the destruction of any device involved in the
violation. Each act of circumvention constitutes a separate violation of § 1201.

128.  The Publishers have been harmed by Brave’s conduct because Brave has taken the
Publishers’ content without authorization or compensation. Brave’s circumvention of the

Publishers’ TPMs has facilitated Brave’s ongoing and massive copyright infringement through its
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unauthorized and uncompensated use of Publisher Content in the Brave Index for training of LLMs
and for other purposes.

129.  Each act of infringement is a willful violation as Brave used automated tools to
evade the Publishers’ TPMs.

COUNT V

Unjust Enrichment Under New York Law

130. The Publishers restate and incorporate by reference their allegations as set forth in
the preceding paragraphs.

131. Separate and apart from Brave’s infringement of the Publishers’ copyrights and
other violations described above, Brave has unfairly, improperly, and unjustly reaped a financial
benefit from its use of Publisher Content in the form of the revenue it receives by blocking the
advertising that accompanies Publisher Content and showing advertising of its own.

132. Brave was enriched. It received and kept advertising revenue generated by
removing Publisher advertising from, and placing its own advertisements on, Publisher Content.

133. Brave was enriched at the Publishers’ expense. Brave’s revenue came from
displacing advertisements from which the Publishers would have derived revenue, and from
exploiting a readership that the Publishers built at their own cost. The money Brave collected
corresponds to revenue the Publishers lost.

134.  Equity and good conscience require restitution to the Publishers. Brave deliberately
removed the Publishers’ advertising without authorization or payment, and showed advertising of
its own for which it charged advertisers a fee.

135. Brave did not have a contract or any other agreement with the Publishers regarding
the advertising that would appear with Publisher Content or otherwise. No valid and enforceable

contract governs the subject matter of this dispute.
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136. This Count V does not depend on any copying, reproduction, or distribution of

Publisher Content. This claim rests entirely on Brave’s displacement of, and profiting from, its

usurpation of the Publishers’ paid advertising positions and the advertising revenue those positions

generate.

137.  The Publishers are entitled to restitution and disgorgement of all revenue and profits

Brave obtained through its ad-substitution scheme, plus interest.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Publishers respectfully demand judgment against Brave as follows:

a. Awarding Plaintiffs statutory damages, actual damages, restitution of profits, and any

other relief that may be permitted by law or equity;

b. Permanently enjoining Brave from engaging in the unlawful conduct alleged herein;

c. Awarding Publishers their costs, expenses, and attorneys’ fees, and any other amount

or remedy as permitted by law; and

d. Awarding Plaintiffs such other or further relief as the Court may deem just.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Publishers hereby demand a jury trial for all claims so triable.

Dated: November 2, 2026

By:_/s/ Steven Lieberman

Steven Lieberman (SL8687)

Jennifer B. Maisel (5096995)

Robert Parker (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Jenny L. Colgate (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Kristen J. Logan (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Bryan B. Thompson (6004147)

Mary L. Mullins (pro hac vice forthcoming)
ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST & MANBECK, P.C.
901 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 900 East
Washington, DC 20001

Telephone: (202) 783-6040

Facsimile: (202) 783-6031

68




Case 1:26-cv-09554 Document1l Filed 11/02/26 Page 69 of 69

slieberman@rothwellfigg.com
jmaisel@rothwellfigg.com
rparker@rothwellfigg.com
jeolgate@rothwellfigg.com
klogan@rothwellfigg.com
bthompson@rothwellfigg.com
mmullins@rothwellfigg.com
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