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UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

USA TODAY CO., INC.; GANNETT
SATELLITE INFORMATION NETWORK, LLC; o
GANNETT GP MEDIA, INC.; THE COURIER- Civil Action No.
JOURNAL, INC.; DES MOINES REGISTER
AND TRIBUNE COMPANY:; DETROIT FREE
PRESS, INC.; DETROIT NEWSPAPER COMPLAINT
PARTNERSHIP, L.P.: CA FLORIDA
HOLDINGS, LLC; SCRIPPS NP OPERATING,
LLC; CA NORTH CAROLINA HOLDINGS, JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
INC.: GATEHOUSE MEDIA OKLAHOMA
HOLDINGS, INC.; JOURNAL SENTINEL INC.:
GATEHOUSE MEDIA OHIO HOLDINGS 1L,
INC.; and PHOENIX NEWSPAPERS, INC.,

Plaintiffs,

V.

OPENAI FOUNDATION; OPENAI GP, LLC;
OAI INTERNATIONAL, INC.; OPENAI OPCO,
LLC; OPENAI GLOBAL, LLC; OAI
CORPORATION; and OPENAI GROUP PBC,

Defendants.

Plaintiffs USA TODAY Co., Inc.; Gannett Satellite Information Network, LLC; Gannett
GP Media, Inc.; The Courier-Journal, Inc.; Des Moines Register and Tribune Company; Detroit
Free Press, Inc.; Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P.; CA Florida Holdings, LLC; Scripps NP
Operating, LLC; CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc.; GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings, Inc.;
Journal Sentinel Inc.; GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc.; and Phoenix Newspapers, Inc.,
who are all owned by USA TODAY Co., Inc. (collectively, the “USA TODAY Plaintiffs”), by
and through their attorneys, Rothwell, Figg, Ernst & Manbeck, P.C., respectfully bring this

Complaint against Defendants OpenAl Foundation; OpenAl GP, LLC; OAI International, Inc.;



Case 1:26-cv-08892 Document 1l Filed 10/08/26 Page 2 of 79

OpenAl OpCo, LLC; OpenAl Global, LLC; OAI Corporation; and OpenAl Group PBC
(collectively, “OpenAl” or “Defendants”™).

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. In this lawsuit, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs join the long list of copyright holders
who have filed lawsuits against OpenAl and other AI companies for copyright infringement, many
of which have been consolidated in this Court.

2. Together, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs own copyrights in content published by 19
different publications: USA TODAY, The Tennessean, Indy Star, The Bergen Record, The
Enquirer, Asbury Park Press, Democrat & Chronicle, The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Naples Daily
News, The Oklahoman, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, The Columbus Dispatch, The Arizona
Republic, The Courier-Journal, The Des Moines Register, Detroit Free Press, The Detroit News,
The Palm Beach Post, and Star News (collectively, the “USA TODAY Publications”).

3. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs have protected the value of their print and online work.
Each of their publications includes copyright management information as defined in 17 U.S.C.
§ 1202(c). Their registered copyrights are attached as Exhibit A. This material is referred to
collectively as the “USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.”

4. OpenAT’s large language models (“LLMs”) were trained on copyrighted material
scraped from the internet without authorization—regardless of paywalls or other access
restrictions—and without regard for the rights of publishers and authors. As Sam Altman,
OpenATl’s founder and CEO, candidly acknowledged in testimony before the British House of
Lords, his company’s models depend on copyrighted material:

Because copyright today covers virtually every sort of human expression—

including blog posts, photographs, forum posts, scraps of software code,

and government documents—it would be impossible to train today’s

leading AI models without using copyrighted materials. Limiting training
datato publicdomain booksand drawingscreated morethan a century
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ago might yield an interesting experiment, but would not provide Al
systemsthat meet the needs of today’s citizens.!

5. A Microsoft executive described OpenAl’s unauthorized use of copyrighted
content as “an astonishing theft of unprecedented proportions” and perhaps the “largest theft of
labor in human history.”?

6. OpenAl deliberately chose to use copyrighted works without permission,
disregarding the rights of authors and publishers whose livelihoods depend on respect for their
creative efforts. OpenAl did not merely steal the copyrighted works used to train its models; it did
so using programs designed to strip away Copyright Management Information (“CMI”), which
indicated that the works were protected by valid copyrights.

7. OpenAl’s internal communications confirm that it deliberately targeted news
content and knew its models were built to reproduce it. OpenAI’s Co-Founder and President Greg
Brockman told his colleagues that OpenAI’s models were “particularly good at predicting text of

99 ¢

news articles,” “excellent at news,” and “very good at any news task.” In a 2020 presentation,
then-OpenAl research leader Dario Amodei listed “News Generation” among GPT-3’s “Skills.”

8. OpenATI’s models have “memorized” the copyrighted works they ingested. Before
OpenAl implemented litigation-inspired safeguards, its models would reproduce verbatim or near-
verbatim copies of copyrighted content when prompted. And because users demand current

information, OpenAl must continuously feed its models new copyrighted material—ensuring that

its infringement is not a past wrong but an ongoing one.

I OpenAl, Written Evidence Submitted to the House of Lords Communications and Digital Committee, Large

Language Models Inquiry (Dec. 2023), available at https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/126981/pdf/.
2 Inre OpenAl, Inc. Copyright Infringement Litig., No. 25-md-3143, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 1 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 17, 2025).
31d. at 1-2, 53-54.
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9. OpenAl understood that its models memorize training data. OpenAl’s VP of
Research explained: “We train our networks to memorize the training data — that’s their
objective.” By November 2019, OpenAl internally expressed concern about its models
“accidentally regenerating copyrighted works.” By 2020, OpenAl understood that GPT-3 had
memorized training items and that even a single exposure during training “causes some degree of
memorization,” and recognized that its API “might output existing content verbatim.” By 2021,
OpenAl considered prevention of memorization important “for fair use [compliance] and
minimizing copyright violations in model output.” In June 2022, OpenAl employees
acknowledged that GPT-4 would have “memorized a ton of data and therefore will be insanely
good at regurgitation.”*

10. Indeed, the ‘“safeguards” OpenAl implemented were designed not to stop
infringement but to conceal it. OpenAl’s output filters did not suppress output of content from any
entity that had not sued it. A Microsoft executive who raised the issue internally called the
approach an “accidental cover up” because it left “people who have a right over the content having
less visibility into what was used for training.”>

11. OpenAlT’s violations were willful. OpenAl knew that its models had “memorized”
the content OpenAl trained them on and would reproduce it verbatim or near-verbatim when
prompted. These violations continue today and are committed knowingly and intentionally in
disregard of the rights of those who research, investigate, write, and publish the news that
OpenAlT’s products appropriate daily.

12. The U.S. Constitution grants Congress the authority “[t]Jo promote the Progress of

Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive

41d. at 11-12.
51d. at 13.
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Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries.” U.S. Const. art. I, § 8, cl. 8. Exercising this
authority, Congress has enacted laws that erect barriers against copyright theft and authorize
substantial penalties for those who violate copyright owners’ rights.

13. In this lawsuit, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs seek damages in excess of $250 million.
Upon information and belief, OpenAl’s models have copied hundreds of thousands of articles and
other materials from the USA TODAY Publications. The law provides that the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs may recover up to $150,000 for each willful copyright infringement, plus up to $25,000
per violation for OpenAlT’s stripping of copyright management information.

14. OpenAl violated the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights in their content by
scraping from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites or otherwise acquiring it to train OpenAlI’s
models and by reproducing and repackaging the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content in outputs to
OpenAl users.

15. OpenATI’s unauthorized use of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content has done real
and continuing damage to their publications. When OpenAl provides outputs reproducing or
repackaging content taken from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, users have no reason to
visit the original sources or pay for a subscription. As one OpenAl software engineer
acknowledged, “no matter how prominently [OpenAl] show][s] the links, users won’t click.”®

16. This lawsuit seeks to hold OpenAl accountable and to obtain the relief the USA

TODAY Plaintiffs are entitled to under the law.

% 1n re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 67.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

17. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a)
because this action arises under the Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U.S.C. § 101, et seq., as well as
other federal laws.

18. Jurisdiction over Defendants is proper because they have purposely availed
themselves of the privilege of conducting business in New York. A substantial portion of OpenAI’s
widespread infringement and other unlawful conduct alleged herein occurred in New York,
including the distribution and sales of OpenAl’s Generative Pre-trained Transformer (“GPT”)-
based products like ChatGPT, ChatGPT Enterprise, and related application programming interface
(API) tools within New York to New York residents. Furthermore, OpenAl maintains offices and
employs personnel in New York who, upon information and belief, were involved in the creation,
maintenance, or monetization of OpenAl’s widespread infringement and other unlawful conduct
alleged herein.

19. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(a) because Defendants and/or their agents
reside or may be found in this District, and because of the infringing and unlawful activities that
occurred in this District.

20. Venue is also proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because a substantial part of the
events giving rise to the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ claims occurred in this District, including the
marketing, sales, and licensing of OpenAl products built on the infringement and other misuse of
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ intellectual property within this District. Upon information and belief,
OpenAl has sold subscriptions for ChatGPT products to New York residents, and OpenAl enjoys
a substantial base of monthly active users of ChatGPT products in New York. OpenAl has licensed

its GPT models to New York residents and companies headquartered in New York. For example,
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OpenAl has struck deals to license its GPT models to the Associated Press (“AP”) and Morgan

Stanley, both companies headquartered in New York.

THE PARTIES

21. Plaintiff USA TODAY Co., Inc., is a Delaware corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. USA TODAY Co., Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by the Democrat & Chronicle (democratandchronicle.com), which is available on its website and
as a printed newspaper. USA TODAY Co., Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A
at 4-47.

22. Plaintiff Gannett Satellite Information Network, LL.C is a Delaware limited liability
company with its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Gannett Satellite Information
Network, LLC owns copyrights in content published by several publications, including USA
TODAY (usatoday.com), Indy Star (indystar.com), The Bergen Record (northjersey.com), and
Asbury Park Press (app.com), which are available on their websites and as printed newspapers.
Gannett Satellite Information Network, LLC’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at
1-4 (Asbury Park Press), 190-204 (Indy Star), 219-222 (The Bergen Record), and 711-717 (USA
TODAY).

23. Plaintiff Gannett GP Media, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. Gannett GP Media, Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by The Tennessean (tennessean.com) and The Enquirer (cincinnati.com), which are available on
their websites and as printed newspapers. Gannett GP Media, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set
forth in Exhibit A at 431-445 (The Enquirer), 698-711 (The Tennessean).

24. Plaintiff Scripps NP Operating, LLC is a Wisconsin limited liability company with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Scripps NP Operating, LLC owns copyrights

in content published by The Knoxville News-Sentinel (knoxnews.com) and the Naples Daily News
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(naplesnews.com), which are available on their websites and as printed newspapers. Scripps NP
Operating, LL.C’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 445-451 (The Knoxville
News-Sentinel), 207-214 (Naples Daily News).

25. Plaintiff GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings, Inc. is a Delaware corporation
with its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings,
Inc. owns copyrights in content published by The Oklahoman (oklahoman.com), which is available
on its website and as a printed newspaper. GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings, Inc.’s copyright
registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 451-689.

26. Plaintiff Journal Sentinel, Inc. is a Wisconsin corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. Journal Sentinel, Inc. owns copyrights in content published by
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (jsonline.com), which is available on its website and as a printed
newspaper. Journal Sentinel, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 204-207.

217. Plaintiff GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc.
owns copyrights in content published by The Columbus Dispatch (dispatch.com), which is
available on its website and as a printed newspaper. GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc.’s
copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 222-239.

28. Plaintiff Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. is an Arizona corporation with its principal
place of business in Pittsford, New York. Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. owns copyrights in content
published by The Arizona Republic (www.azcentral.com), which is available on its website and as
a printed newspaper. Phoenix Newspapers, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A

at 216-219.
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29. Plaintiff The Courier-Journal, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. The Courier-Journal, Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by The Courier-Journal (courier-journal.com), which is available on its website and as a printed
newspaper. The Courier-Journal, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 239-
251.

30. Plaintiff Des Moines Register and Tribune Company is an Iowa corporation with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Des Moines Register and Tribune Company
owns copyrights in content published by The Des Moines Register (desmoinesregister.com), which
is available on its website and as a printed newspaper. Des Moines Register and Tribune
Company’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 47-62.

31. Plaintiff Detroit Free Press, Inc. is a Michigan corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. Detroit Free Press, Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by the Detroit Free Press (freep.com), which is available on its website and as a printed newspaper.
Detroit Free Press, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 62-190.

32. Plaintiff Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P. is a Delaware limited partnership
with its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P.
owns copyrights in content published by The Detroit News (detroitnews.com), which is available
on its website and as a printed newspaper. Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P.’s copyright
registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 251-431.

33. Plaintiff CA Florida Holdings, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. CA Florida Holdings, LLC owns copyrights

in content published by The Palm Beach Post (palmbeachpost.com), which is available on its
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website and as a printed newspaper. CA Florida Holdings, LLC’s copyright registrations are set
forth in Exhibit A at 689-698.

34, Plaintiff CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its
principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc. owns
copyrights in content published by the Star News (starnewsonline.com), which is available on its
website and as a printed newspaper. CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc.’s copyright registrations
are set forth in Exhibit A at 214-218.

35. Defendant OpenAl Foundation, formerly known as OpenAl, Inc. until October
2025, is a Delaware nonstock nonprofit corporation with a principal office in San Francisco,
California. OpenAl, Inc. was formed in December 2015. At least until October 28, 2025, OpenAl,
Inc. indirectly owned and controlled all other OpenAl entities and was directly involved in
perpetrating the mass infringement and other unlawful conduct alleged here. Upon information
and belief, since then, OpenAl Foundation has indirectly owned and controlled all other OpenAl
entities and has been directly involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and other unlawful
conduct alleged herein.

36. Defendant OpenAl GP, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company with a
principal place of business located in San Francisco, California. It is a wholly owned subsidiary
of OpenAl Group PBC. OpenAl GP, LLC previously managed OpenAl LP (n/k/a OpenAl OpCo,
LLC) through January 1, 2026. OpenAl GP, LLC was and/or is involved in perpetrating the mass
infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

37. Defendant OAI International, Inc., which converted from a limited liability
company known as OpenAl, LLC (which was formed in September 2020) on or about December

31, 2025, is a Delaware corporation with a principal place of business in San Francisco, California.

10
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OAI International, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of OpenAl OpCo, LLC. OAI International,
Inc. was and/or is involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

38. Defendant OpenAl OpCo, LLC, formerly known as OpenAI LP until January 2023,
is a Delaware limited liability company with a principal place of business located in San Francisco,
California. OpenAl OpCo, LLC was and/or is involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and
unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

39. Defendant OpenAl Global, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company formed in
December 2022 and has a principal place of business in San Francisco, California. OpenAl
Foundation has a majority stake in OpenAl Global, LLC. OpenAl Global, LLC was and/or is
involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

40. Defendant OAI Corporation, which converted from a limited liability company
known as OAI Corporation, LLC in September 2023, is a Delaware corporation with a principal
place of business in San Francisco, California. OAI Corporation was and/or is involved in
perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content alleged herein.

41. On or about October 28, 2025, OpenAl published the following statements on its
website:’

OpenAl has completed its recapitalization, simplifying its corporate structure. The

nonprofit remains in control of the for-profit, and now has a direct path to major

resources before AGI arrives.

The nonprofit, now called the OpenAl Foundation, holds equity in the for-profit
currently valued at approximately $130 billion, making it one of the best resourced

7 See Bret Taylor, Built to Benefit Everyone, OPENAI (Oct. 28, 2025), https://openai.com/index/built-to-benefit-
everyone/; Our Structure, OPENALI, https://openai.com/our-structure/ (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

11
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philanthropic organizations ever. The recapitalization also grants the Foundation
additional ownership as OpenAl’s for-profit reaches a valuation milestone.

¢ With our updated structure, announced on October 28, 2025:

The nonprofit is now the OpenAl Foundation.

The for-profit is now a public benefit corporation, called OpenAl Group PBC,

which—unlike a conventional corporation—is required to advance its stated

mission and consider the broader interests of all stakeholders, ensuring the
company’s  mission and commercial success advance  together.

The OpenAl Foundation continues to control the OpenAl Group. It now holds

conventional equity in OpenAl Group—with all stockholders participating

proportionally in any increase in value of the OpenAl Group — aligning long-term
incentives around impact and growth.

OpenAl Foundation and OpenAl Group have the same mission.

42. Defendant OpenAl Group PBC is a for-profit Delaware public benefit corporation
with its principal place of business in San Francisco, California.® OpenAlI Holdings, LLC merged
into OpenAl Group PBC on or about December 31, 2025. OpenAl Group PBC was and is involved
in perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’

content alleged herein.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. The USA TODAY Plaintiffsand Publications

43. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs share the same parent company, USA TODAY Co.,
Inc. USA TODAY Co., Inc., formerly Gannett Co., Inc., is a diversified media company with
expansive reach at the national and local level that traces its history back to 1906. USA TODAY
Co., Inc. publishes USA TODAY along with hundreds of daily publications across the United
States, including the USA TODAY Publications: Asbury Park Press, The Bergen Record, The

Enquirer, The Columbus Dispatch, The Des Moines Register, Detroit Free Press, The Detroit

81d.; see also Inre OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1686, at 9.

12
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News, Indianapolis Star, The Knoxville News-Sentinel, The Courier-Journal, Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, Naples Daily News, The Tennessean, The Oklahoman, The Palm Beach Post, The Arizona
Republic, Democrat & Chronicle, and Star News. Collectively, the USA TODAY Publications
have won dozens of Pulitzer Prizes and employ hundreds of journalists across thirteen states.

44. The USA TODAY Publications invest heavily in original reporting and the
reporters and staff who create it. OpenAl’s unlawful theft of their content imperils their future.
OpenAl took the journalism that the USA TODAY Publications have spent decades building—
and turned it into a company worth, according to its latest projections, almost $1 trillion. That theft
violated the protections afforded under U.S. law.

45. USA TODAY, founded in 1982, has been a cornerstone of the national media
landscape. Since its inception, USA TODAY has delivered high-quality, trusted content with a
commitment to balanced, unbiased journalism.

46. The Asbury Park Press traces its origins back to 1879 and has won major national
and state journalism awards, including a Pulitzer Prize. Today, it stands as the third-largest daily
newspaper in New Jersey, covering Ocean and Monmouth counties while maintaining a
distinguished track record of award-winning investigative coverage.

47.  Established in 1895, The Bergen Record stands as one of New Jersey’s primary
daily news sources, providing regional, state, and local coverage across Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
and Passaic counties. The publication maintains a major multi-platform presence—anchored
digitally by NorthJersey.com—delivering investigative, sports, and breaking news coverage to a
broad statewide audience. It won the prestigious Gerald Loeb Award in 1996 for its investigative
series “Formulafor Disaster: The Lodi Explosion,” which investigated a chemical plant explosion

at Napp Technologies in Lodi, New Jersey, and directly led to monumental federal safety reforms.

13
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48. The Enquirer has been exploring the news and views of the Greater Cincinnati area
since 1841 serving Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky daily. It won the 2018 Pulitzer
Prize for local reporting for its project titled “Seven Days of Heroin,” which documented a week
in Greater Cincinnati’s heroin epidemic.

49.  Serving Ohio since 1871, The Columbus Dispatch delivers essential coverage of
breaking news, politics, business, sports, and entertainment. Alongside its digital home at
Dispatch.com, the publication also functions as a comprehensive marketing partner, equipping
businesses with tailored solutions, data insights, and expert services. Recently, it won top honors
as the best large newspaper in Ohio with its second consecutive General Excellence Award from
the Ohio Associated Press Managing Editors.

50. With a history dating back to 1849 and 17 Pulitzer Prizes to its name, The Des
Moines Register is a prominent multimedia platform delivering comprehensive news alongside
advanced business marketing services. Reaching more than 75 counties, it commands a larger adult
audience than any other media outlet across Iowa. Beyond its flagship publication, the media group
encompasses 10 community and weekly newspapers, targeted special sections, and a robust
network of digital and mobile destinations such as DesMoinesRegister.com, HawkCentral.com,
DMlJuice.com, and RAGBRAIcom.

51. As Michigan’s oldest news organization and premier media brand established in
1831, the Detroit Free Press provides trusted coverage across print, digital, and mobile channels.
Reaching audiences via Freep.com and its print editions, the publication delivers award-winning
reporting on business, sports, politics, and culture, offering investigative and community-driven

journalism throughout the state. It has won 10 Pulitzer Prizes.

14
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52. Established in 1873, The Detroit News stands as a premier daily publication and a
cornerstone of information for communities throughout Michigan. The publication spans print,
web, and mobile channels to provide thorough reporting on local news, politics, business, the
automotive sector, sports, and culture. Alongside its award-winning journalism and photography,
including three Pulitzer Prizes, the outlet offers targeted advertising solutions that empower local
companies to effectively reach and engage their key target audiences.

53.  Operating out of downtown Indianapolis since 1903, the Indianapolis Sar has been
a foundational source for news, analysis, and sports across Central Indiana. As a multi-time
Pulitzer Prize winner, the publication delivers deep, reliable journalism tailored to Indianapolis
and its surrounding communities.

54. Since 1886, The Knoxville News-Sentinel has been East Tennessee’s premier source
for award-winning journalism, breaking news, and local sports. The publication keeps
communities deeply connected through trusted daily reporting, insightful commentary, and
powerful digital storytelling.

55.  The Courier-Journal is the premier media voice for the Louisville metro area and
delivers trusted reporting, commentary, and community insights across Kentucky and Southern
Indiana. It engages millions of readers via print, digital, and mobile channels with deep coverage
of the people and issues shaping the region. Dedicated to strengthening the communities it serves,
the outlet provides impactful journalism alongside effective marketing solutions that bridge the
gap between local businesses and their audiences. It has won 10 Pulitzer Prizes and numerous
state and national journalism awards throughout its history.

56. With roots dating back to 1837, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel is Wisconsin’s

premier news organization and anchors its digital presence at JSOnline.com as a top online

15
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destination for local users. The publication delivers comprehensive multimedia reporting—
spanning print, digital, writing, photography, and video—tailored to navigate a changing world
while serving both its readers and business partners. It frequently earns national journalism awards
and has won multiple Pulitzer Prizes.

57.  Since 1923, the Naples Daily News has stood as the premier authority for Collier
and southern Lee counties in Florida, delivering exceptional coverage that spans hard-hitting
investigations, vibrant arts and culture, local dining, and the natural beauty of Southwest Florida.
This multi-award-winning publication consistently raises the standard for regional journalism,
offering readers unmatched, real-time insights from critical breaking news and local sports to the
area’s best culinary experiences.

58. Dating as far back as 1907, The Tennessean serves as a powerful civic champion
dedicated to enhancing the quality of life throughout Nashville and Middle Tennessee. This deeply
respected publication is known for its culturally resonant storytelling and unwavering commitment
to public advocacy and impact journalism. The outlet remains an indispensable guide for the local
community, connecting residents to the vital issues, music, culture, and political movements
shaping the areas of coverage. It has won three Pulitzer Prizes.

59.  For well over a century, The Oklahoman has stood as an indispensable pillar of the
state. Beyond its enduring legacy of daily reporting, the publication is widely celebrated for its
journalistic excellence, proudly earning multiple First Amendment Awards from the Society of
Professional Journalists and consistent top-10 national rankings from the Associated Press Sports
Editors. It continues to set the benchmark for regional journalism, keeping citizens informed,

empowered, and deeply connected to Oklahoma.

16



Case 1:26-cv-08892 Document1l Filed 10/08/26 Page 17 of 79

60. Spanning a vast seven-county footprint—Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie,
Okeechobee, Indian River, Hendry, and Glades—The Palm Beach Post has served the South
Florida community since 1916. Built on an unwavering commitment to unbiased and award-
winning journalism and Pulitzer Prize-winning photography, the publication acts as a fierce
community watchdog and a trusted chronicler of the region’s growth, culture, and public interest.
Beyond its editorial mission, the publication serves as an engine for the local economy, offering
advertising solutions that help businesses forge meaningful connections with the region’s
consumers.

61. As Arizona’s largest newspaper and a flagship daily publication based in Phoenix,
The Arizona Republic has been an essential fixture of the Southwest since its founding. Widely
circulated across the entire state, the publication is celebrated for its deep-rooted civic leadership,
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporting, and comprehensive watchdog journalism that holds public
officials accountable. Anchored digitally by azcentral.com, the brand delivers breaking news
alongside rich, in-depth coverage of regional politics, local culture, the state’s booming business
sector, and vibrant community life.

62.  For nearly 200 years, the Democrat & Chronicle has served as the journalistic
lifeblood of Rochester and western New York. As the region’s sole remaining daily print
newspaper, the publication is widely celebrated for its tenacious local reporting, deep community
roots, and unwavering commitment to public-service journalism. The outlet continues to guide,
hold accountable, and unite communities across the Genesee Valley. The New York State
Associated Press Association presented it with the New York State First Amendment Award in
2017 for its commitment to press freedom and watchdog reporting. In 2024, it earned multiple

New York News Publishers Association Awards.

17
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63. Founded in 1867, the Sar News holds the distinction of being North Carolina’s
oldest continuously published daily newspaper, serving as a trusted, foundational voice for the
Cape Fear region. The publication delivers rigorous multi-platform reporting across print, web,
and mobile channels to readers throughout New Hanover, Brunswick, and Pender counties.
Anchored digitally by StarNewsOnline.com, the Star News is celebrated for its vital coastal
coverage and deep-rooted civic engagement—chronicling everything from regional business
development and local sports to cultural milestones and breaking news. It regularly receives
awards from the North Carolina Press Association for its journalism and coverage.

B. The OpenAl Defendants

64. OpenAl was formed in December 2015 as a “non-profit artificial intelligence
research company.” OpenAl started with $1 billion in seed money from its founders, a group of
wealthy technology entrepreneurs and investors, and companies like Amazon Web Services and
InfoSys. This group included Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla and X Corp. (formerly known as
Twitter); Reid Hoffman, the co-founder of LinkedIn; Sam Altman, the former president of Y
Combinator; and Greg Brockman, the former Chief Technology Officer of Stripe.

65. Despite accepting very large investments from enormously wealthy companies and
individuals at its founding, OpenAl originally maintained that its research and work would be
entirely unmotivated by profit.

66. OpenAl was founded as a nonprofit. In a December 11, 2015, press release, it
wrote: “Our goal is to advance digital intelligence in the way that is most likely to benefit humanity
as a whole, unconstrained by a need to generate financial return. Since our research is free from

financial obligations, we can better focus on a positive human impact.”® In accordance with that

> Greg Brockman & Ilya Sutskever, Introducing OpenAl, OPENAI (Dec. 11, 2015),
https://openai.com/blog/introducing-openai.
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mission, OpenAl promised that its work and intellectual property would be open and available to
the public, that its “[r]esearchers will be strongly encouraged to publish their work, whether as
papers, blog posts, or code” and that its “patents (if any) will be shared with the world.”!” Those
promises didn’t last.

67. Despite its early promises of altruism, OpenAl quickly became a for-profit business
built in large part on the unlicensed exploitation of copyrighted works belonging to the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs and others. Around 2017, OpenAl co-founder and President Greg Brockman
wrote that he was “deeply motivated by the gazillions” he hoped to gain by commercializing
OpenATl’s technology.!! Just three years after its founding, OpenAl shed its exclusively nonprofit
status. It created OpenAl, LP in March 2019, a for-profit company conducting the majority of
OpenAlT’s operations and raising capital from investors seeking a return.

68. In the same year, Microsoft invested $1 billion in OpenAl, the first of many such
investments. At the time, OpenAl described the purpose of the partnership as “building artificial
general intelligence (AGI) with widely distributed economic benefits,” and “to develop a hardware
and software platform within Microsoft Azure which will scale to AGI.”!?

69. Since 2019, Microsoft and OpenAl have exchanged copies of publishers’
copyrighted content in what OpenAI’s Chief Research Officer Bob McGrew described as ““a trade:
the idea [was] that we’re giving data to them and they are giving data to us.” Over a three-year
period, Microsoft provided OpenAl with a copy of the Bing Index—a compilation of billions of
webpages scraped for Microsoft’s search engine—including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content,

in an initiative codenamed “Project Taxi.” Microsoft separately developed and operated a crawler,

10]d.

"'Inre OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 5.

12 Greg Brockman, Microsoft Investsin and Partners with OpenAl to Support Us Building Beneficial AGI, OPENAI
(July 22, 2019), https://openai.com/index/microsoft-invests-in-and-partners-with-openai/ (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).
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“Project Mango,” on OpenAlI’s behalf to “collect as many of the documents as possible for their
training,” for which OpenAl paid Microsoft.'?

70. OpenATl’s corporate structure grew into an intricate web of for-profit holding,
operating, and shell companies that manage OpenAl’s day-to-day operations and grant OpenAl’s
investors authority and influence over OpenAl’s operations, all while raising billions in capital
from investors. The result: Today, OpenAl is a commercial enterprise valued at $852 billion.'*

71. In June 2026, OpenAl announced that it had filed with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission for an initial public offering expected to generate hundreds of billions of
dollars."

72. With the shift to a for-profit company, OpenAl also abandoned its commitment to
openness. OpenAl released GPT-1 and GPT-2 on an open-source basis in 2018 and 2019, but as
OpenAl sought to commercialize its models, OpenAl changed course starting with the release of
GPT-3 in 2020, shortly after OpenAl LP and other for-profit OpenAl entities were formed and
took control of product design and development.

73. GPT-3.5 and GPT-4 were both orders of magnitude more powerful than the two
previous generations, yet OpenAl continued to keep their design and training (including the
copyrighted content on which the models were trained) entirely a secret. For previous generations,
OpenAl had voluminous reports detailing the contents of the training set, design, and hardware of
the LLMs. Not so for GPT-3.5 or GPT-4. For GPT-4, for example, the “technical report™ that
OpenAl released said: “this report contains no further details about the architecture (including

model size), hardware, training compute, dataset construction, training method, or similar.”'® In

13 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 31-33.

14 Accelerating the Next Phase of Al, OPENAI (Mar. 2026), https://openai.com/index/accelerating-the-next-phase-ai/.
15 https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/08/technology/openai-ipo.html

16 OpenAl, GPT-4 Technical Report (2023), https://cdn.openai.com/papers/gpt-4.pdf.
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other words, when OpenAl began commercializing its models, it stopped disclosing details about
its training datasets, thereby hiding the identity and scale of the copyrighted works OpenAl had
taken from rightsholders like the USA TODAY Plaintiffs to power its commercial models and
products. OpenAl has also kept the training data of its subsequent commercial models a secret,
including GPT-4 Turbo, GPT-40, GPT-40 mini, ol, ol-pro, ol-mini, GPT-4.5, 03, 04, GPT-4.1,
GPT-5, GPT-5.1, GPT-5.2, GPT-5.3, GPT-5.4, GPT-5.5, GPT-5.6, GPT-6, and GPT-6.1

74. OpenAl’s former Chief Scientist, Ilya Sutskever, justified this secrecy on
commercial grounds: “It’s competitive out there .... And there are many companies who want to
do the same thing, so from a competitive side, you can see this as maturation of the field.” But its
effect was clearly to conceal the identity of the data OpenAl copied to train its latest models from
rightsholders like the USA TODAY Plaintiffs.

75. OpenAl became a household name upon the release of ChatGPT in November
2022. ChatGPT is a text-generating chatbot that, given user-generated prompts, can mimic
humanlike natural language responses. ChatGPT was an instant viral sensation, reaching one
million users within a month of its release and gaining over 100 million users within three months.

76. In March 2026, OpenAl described itself as “the fastest technology platform to reach
10 million users, the fastest to 100 million users, and soon the fastest to 1 billion weekly active
users.” !’

77. In July 2025, OpenAl reported that users send more than 2.5 billion messages to
ChatGPT per day-including more than 330 million prompts per day in the United States alone. As
of March 2026, ChatGPT had more than 900 million weekly active users and over 50 million

paying subscribers.'®

17 Accelerating the Next Phase of Al, supra note 14.
18]d.
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78. OpenAl has publicly acknowledged the significant role that news content plays in
ChatGPT’s usage. In February 2026, OpenAl stated that “the demand for reliable local news is
already visible inside ChatGPT at a rate of about 1 million prompts per week,” with users seeking
information about community events, local businesses, crime and emergency response, legislation,
courts, and public policy."”

79. OpenAl’s API platform has likewise become a major commercial product. As of
March 2026, OpenAl reported that its APIs process more than 15 billion tokens per minute.?

80. OpenAl, through OpenAI OpCo, LLC and at the direction of OpenAl, Inc., OpenAl
LP, and other OpenAl entities, offers a suite of services powered by its LLMs, targeted to both
ordinary consumers and businesses. OpenAl’s business-focused offerings include ChatGPT
Enterprise and ChatGPT API tools designed to enable developers to incorporate ChatGPT into
bespoke applications. OpenAl also licenses its technology to corporate clients for licensing fees.
Some of these offerings can be accessed without charge, but OpenAl charges a fee for the use of
its more powerful or specialized offerings.

81. The OpenAl models at issue in this lawsuit include GPT-1, GPT-2, GPT-3, GPT-
3.5, GPT-3.5 Turbo, GPT-4, GPT-4 Turbo, GPT-40, GPT-40 mini, ol, ol-pro, ol-mini, GPT-4.5,
03, 04, GPT-4.1, GPT-5, GPT-5.1, GPT-5.2, GPT-5.3, GPT-5.4, GPT-5.5, GPT-5.6, GPT-6, GPT-

2% ¢

6.1, GPT-OSS, and all variations thereof, including all “Instant,” “Thinking,” “mini,” “nano,” and
“Pro” variants.

82. In addition, OpenAl offers the following GPT-powered products and features that

leverage its LLMs: the OpenAl application programming interface (“API”) platform, ChatGPT

19 OpenAl Global Affairs, A Different Path on Local News (Feb. 2026), https://openaiglobalaffairs.substack.com/p/a-
different-path-on-local-news.
20 Accelerating the Next Phase of Al, supra note 14.
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(Free, Pro, Plus), ChatGPT Enterprise, ChatGPT Business (formerly ChatGPT Team), ChatGPT
Plugins and Custom GPTs / GPTs (including the original Browse with Bing plugin), ChatGPT
Search (formerly SearchGPT), ChatGPT Agent (formerly Operator), and ChatGPT Atlas.

83. OpenATI’s models and products have been immensely valuable for OpenAl. Over
92% of Fortune 500 companies are using ChatGPT.?! OpenAI’s founder Sam Altman anticipates
annual revenues of $100 billion by 2027, and as noted above, OpenAl’s recent recapitalization
valued OpenAl at approximately $852 billion. In August 2026, OpenAl announced that its
advertising business had reached a $1 billion annualized revenue run rate.?

84. OpenATI’s commercial success rests on large-scale copyright infringement. One of
the central features driving the use and sales of ChatGPT and its associated products is the LLM’s
ability to produce natural language text in a variety of styles. To achieve this result, OpenAl made
numerous reproductions of copyrighted works, including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content, in
the course of developing its large language models and products as discussed in detail further
below.

85. Upon information and belief, all of the Defendants have been either directly
involved in, or profited from, OpenAl’s widespread infringement and commercial exploitation of
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.

86. OpenAl, Inc. controlled and directed the widespread reproduction, distribution, and
commercial use of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content perpetrated by OpenAl LP and OpenAl

Global, LLC, through a series of holding and shell companies that include OpenAl Holdings, LLC,

2l Hayden Field, Microsoft-backed OpenAl announces GPT-4 Turbo, its most powerful Al yet, CNBC (Nov. 6, 2023),
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/11/06/openai-announces-more-powerful-gpt-4-turbo-and-cuts-prices.html.

22 Expanding Access to Al with ChatGPT Ads, OPENAI (Aug. 31, 2026), https://openai.com/index/expanding-access-
to-ai-with-chatgpt-ads/.
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OpenAl GP, LLC, and OAI Corporation, LLC. OpenAl LP and OpenAl Global, LL.C were directly
involved in the design, development, and commercialization of OpenAI’s GPT-based products,
and directly engaged in the widespread reproduction, distribution, and commercial use of this
content. OpenAl LP and OpenAl Global, LLC also controlled and directed OpenAl, LLC and
OpenAl OpCo, LLC, which were involved in distributing, selling, and licensing OpenAI’s GPT-
based products, and thus monetized the reproduction, distribution, and commercial use of this
content. As noted above, as of October 28, 2025, these entities are now under the organizational
umbrellas of OpenAl Foundation and OpenAl Group PBC.

C. How GenAl Models Work

87. In the course of developing its models and products, OpenAl has unlawfully
collected, created, and distributed copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content in several ways.

88. At the collection stage, OpenAl collects and stores a vast amount of content scraped
from the internet, including content scraped from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites.
OpenAl uses the scraped content for a variety of purposes, including creating datasets used to train
the LLMs.

89. At the training stage, OpenAl trains its LLMs on the training datasets by a process
that feeds the data through its LLMs to generate output. Appending the output of an LLM to its
input and feeding it back into the model produces sentences and paragraphs word by word. This is
how ChatGPT products generate responses to user queries, or ‘“prompts.”

90. LLMs encode as numbers called “parameters” the information from the training
datasets that they use to make these predictions.

91.  The process of setting the values for an LLM’s parameters during the training

process involves storing copies of the training data (e.g., a USA TODAY article) in computer
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memory, providing a portion of the article to the model, and adjusting the parameters of the model
so that the model accurately predicts the next word in the article.

92. After being trained on a large corpus, models may be further subject to “fine-
tuning” by, for example, performing additional rounds of training using specific types of works to
better mimic their content or style, or providing the models with human feedback to reinforce
desired or suppress undesired behaviors in order to improve the model’s ability to follow
instructions.

93. Models trained in this way are known to exhibit a behavior called
“memorization.””® That is, given the right prompt, LLMs will repeat large portions of materials
they were trained on. This phenomenon shows that LLM parameters encode retrievable copies of
many of those training works.

94. Memorization is not a bug in OpenAl’s models—it is the design objective. As
OpenATI’s VP of Research stated, “[w]e train our networks to memorize the training data — that’s
their objective.”**

95. Once trained, LLMs may be provided with information specific to a use case or
subject matter in order to “ground” their outputs. This is accomplished through a process called
retrieval augmented generation or “RAG.” For example, an LLM may be asked to generate a text
output based on specific external data, such as a document, provided as context. Using this
method, OpenAI’s LLM search applications: (1) receive an input, such as a question; (2) retrieve

relevant documents related to the input prior to generating a response; (3) combine the original

input with the retrieved documents in order to provide context; and (4) provide the combined data

2 Gerrit J.J. van den Burg & Christopher K.I. Williams, On Memorization in Probabilistic Deep Generative Models,
34 Advances Neural Info. Processing Sys. (2021),
https://proceedings.neurips.cc/paper/2021/file/eae15aabaa768ae4a5993a8a4f4fabe4-Paper.pdf.

% In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 12.
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to an LLM, which generates a natural-language response. As shown below, search results
generated in this way may extensively copy or closely paraphrase works that the models
themselves may not have memorized.

D. OpenAl’sUnauthorized Use and Copying of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs Content

96. OpenAl created and distributed reproductions of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content in several, independent ways in the course of: (i) scraping or acquiring scraped copies of
the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, (i1) pre-training, training, and fine-tuning its LLMs, and
(1i1) operating the products that incorporate them.

1 Unauthorized Reproduction of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs Content During
Content Acquisition and GPT Model Training

97. OpenAI’s GPT models are a family of LLMs, the first of which was introduced in
2018, followed by GPT-2 in 2019, GPT-3 in 2020, GPT-3.5 in 2022, GPT-4 and GPT-4 Turbo in
2023, GPT-40 and GPT-40 mini in May-July 2024, ol in September 2024, 03 in January-April
2025, GPT-4.5 research preview in February 2025, GPT-4.1 in April 2025, GPT-5 and GPT-OSS
in August 2025, GPT-5.1 in November 2025, GPT-5.2 in December 2025, GPT-5.3 in February
2026, GPT-5.4 in March 2026, GPT-5.5 in April 2026, GPT-5.6 in July 2026, and GPT-6 and
GPT-6.1 in September 2026.

98. The “chat” style LLMs were developed in two stages. First, a transformer model
was pre-trained on a very large amount of data. Second, the model was “fine-tuned” on a much
smaller, supervised dataset in order to help the model solve specific tasks. As noted, OpenAl has
introduced numerous additional models, and continues to develop new and/or derivative models
using these methods.

99.  The pre-training step involved collecting and storing text content to create training

datasets and processing that content through the GPT models. While OpenAl has not released its
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training data, OpenAl has published general information about its pre-training process for the GPT
models.?

100. GPT-2 includes 1.5 billion parameters, which was a 10X scale-up of GPT.?% The
training dataset for GPT-2 includes an internal corpus OpenAl built called “WebText,” which
includes “the text contents of 45 million links posted by users of the ‘Reddit’ social network.”?’
The contents of the WebText dataset were created as a “new web scrape which emphasizes
document quality.”?®
101. The WebText dataset contains a large amount of content scraped from the USA

TODAY Publications’ websites, including usatoday.com. GPT-3 includes 175 billion parameters

and was trained on the datasets listed in the following table.?’

Quantity Weight in Epochs elapsed when

Dataset (tokens) training mix training for 300B tokens
Common Crawl (filtered) 410 billion 60% 0.44
WebText2 19 billion 22% 29
Books| 12 billion 8% 1.9
Books2 55 billion 8% 0.43
Wikipedia 3 billion 3% 34

102.  Collectively, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content comprises more than 160,000
entries in the WebText dataset, including 83,266 entries from usatoday.com, 12,994 entries from
freep.com, 9,814 entries from jsonline.com, 9,073 entries from azcentral.com, 7,028 entries from
detroitnews.com, 6,726 entries from indystar.com, 6,194 entries from cincinnati.com, 6,082

entries from dispatch.com, 5,396 entries from tennessean.com, 5,178 entries from

%5 Better Language Models and Their Implications, OPENAI (Feb. 14, 2019), https://openai.com/research/better-
language-models.

%d.

27 GPT-2 Model Card, GITHUB (Nov. 2019), https://github.com/openai/gpt-2/blob/master/model_card.md.

28 Alec Radford, et al., Language Models Are Unsupervised Multitask Learners (2019), https://cdn.openai.com/better-
language-models/language_models_are_unsupervised_multitask_learners.pdf.

2 Tom B. Brown, et al., Language Models Are Few-Shot Learners (2020), https://arxiv.org/pdf/2005.14165.pdf.
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palmbeachpost.com, 4,925 entries from newsok.com, and 4,911 entries from
desmoinesregister.com.*

103. Internal OpenAl communications recognize that news articles are the most
prevalent type of content in the WebText dataset, including articles from news publishers’
domains. OpenAI’s WebText2 dataset likewise disproportionately contains news content.’!

104. OpenAl developed the WebText2 dataset to prioritize high value content. Like the
original WebText, it is composed of popular outbound links from Reddit. As shown in the table
above, the WebText2 corpus was weighted 22% in the training mix for GPT-3 despite constituting
less than 4% of the total tokens in the training mix. Like the original WebText, OpenAl describes
WebText2 as a “high-quality” dataset that is “an expanded version of the WebText dataset ...
collected by scraping links over a longer period of time.”*

105. The most highly weighted dataset in GPT-3, Common Crawl, is a “copy of the
Internet” made available by an eponymous 501(c)(3) organization run by wealthy venture capital
investors.*> According to publicly available tax statements, in 2023 OpenAl made a $250,000
contribution to Common Crawl.>*

106. The USA TODAY Publications’ domains account for over 122 million tokens
(basic units of text) in a filtered English-language subset of a 2019 snapshot of Common Crawl
known as “C4,” including 23M tokens from usatoday.com, 12M tokens from azcentral.com, 8.2M

tokens from freep.com, 8.1M tokens from jsonline.com, 8.1M tokens from detroitnews.com, 7.8M

tokens from cincinnati.com, 7.6M tokens from indystar.com, 6.5M tokens from tennessean.com,

30 gpt-2/domains.txt, GITHUB, https://github.com/openai/gpt-2/blob/master/domains.txt (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

3 Inre OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 8-9.

32 Brown, et al., supranote 29, at 8.

3 Frequently Asked Questions, COMMON CRAWL, https://commoncrawl.org/faq (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

3 Common Crawl Found., Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax (Form 990) (2023), ProPublica
Nonprofit Explorer, https://projects.propublica.org/monprofits/organizations/261635908/202403189349101980/full.
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5.1M tokens from desmoinesregister.com, 4.8M tokens from northjersey.com, 4.4M tokens from
democratandchronicle.com, 4.0M tokens from dispatch.com, 3.8M tokens from naplesnews.com,
3.5M tokens from app.com, 3.2M tokens from knoxnews.com, 3.1M tokens from courier-
journal.com, 1.7M tokens from palmbeachpost.com, 300k tokens from starnewsonline.com, and
59k tokens from newsok.com.®

107.  Critically, OpenAl admits that “datasets we view as higher-quality are sampled
more frequently” during training.’® Accordingly, by OpenAI’s own admission, high-quality
content, including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content, was more important and valuable for
training the GPT models as compared to content taken from other, lower-quality sources.

108.  While OpenAl has not released much information about GPT-4, experts suspect
that GPT-4 includes around 1.8 trillion parameters, which is over 10 times larger than GPT-3, and
was trained on approximately 13 trillion tokens.?” The training set for GPT-3, GPT-3.5, and GPT-
4 comprised 45 terabytes of data—the equivalent of a Microsoft Word document that is over 3.7
billion pages long.?®

109.  On information and belief, OpenAl has used, and continues to use, the WebText,
WebText2, and other training datasets to train the GPT models. For example, ChatGPT’s
“knowledge cutoff date”—the last date for which the model has knowledge—has shifted from as
early as September 2021 to as recently as February 2026, signaling that OpenAl continues to

acquire scraped copyrighted content to train its models. The more recent knowledge cutoff date

35 Kevin Schaul, Szu Yu Chen & Nitasha Tiku, Inside the Secret List of Websites That Make Al Like ChatGPT Sound
Smart, WASHINGTON POST (Apr. 19, 2023), https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/interactive/2023/ai-
chatbot-learning/.

36 Brown, et al., supra note 29.

37 Maximilian Schreiner, GPT-4 Architecture, Datasets, Costs and More Leaked, THE DECODER (July 11, 2023),
https://the-decoder.com/gpt-4-architecture-datasets-costs-and-more-leaked/.

38 Kindra Cooper, OpenAl GPT-3: Everything You Need to Know [Updated], SPRINGBOARD (Sept. 27, 2023),
https://www.springboard.com/blog/data-science/machine-learning-gpt-3-open-ai/.
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demonstrates that OpenAl continues to create and use the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content
contained in the training datasets and elsewhere on the internet.

110. Indeed, OpenAl’s internal communications confirm that it deliberately seeks out
current news content. OpenAl used curated datasets targeting news during “mid-training” to “crush
freshness”—i.e., to succeed at providing recent information—"‘“in the domain of real-world news,”
treating a news-article dataset as a “natural source of freshness” and seeking to improve “current
events / news articles (NYT data)” using “high quality (and fresh) data relevant for [its] users.”’

111.  OpenAl repeatedly copied the USA TODAY Publications’ websites without a
license from, or compensation to, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. As part of training the GPT models,
OpenAl and its partners developed a complex, bespoke supercomputing system to house and
reproduce copies of the training dataset, including copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ and other
works. Hundreds of thousands of the articles and other materials were copied and ingested—
multiple times—for the purpose of “training” OpenAl’s models.

112.  OpenATl’s large-scale commercial exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content is not licensed. OpenAl never asked permission. It never offered payment. It simply took
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ work and used it to build products worth hundreds of billions of
dollars.

2. Unauthorized Reproductions and Derivatives of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs

Content Embodied in the GPT Modelsand Unauthorized Public Display of
Their Content in GPT Product Outputs

113.  As further evidence that OpenAl uses unauthorized copies of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content during training and in RAG operations, the GPT LLMs themselves have

“memorized” copies of many of those works encoded into their parameters. As shown below, the

3 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 12.
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current GPT-4 model will output near-verbatim copies and summaries of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content when prompted to do so.

114.  Such memorized examples constitute unauthorized copies or derivative works of
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content used to train the model. OpenAl directly engaged in the
unauthorized reproduction and publication of this content as part of generative output provided by
its products built on the GPT models. OpenAI’s commercial applications built using GPT models,
listed above, include, inter alia, ChatGPT (including its associated offerings, ChatGPT Plus,
ChatGPT Enterprise) and OpenAI’s API Platform. These products display the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content in generative output in at least two ways: (1) by showing “memorized” copies
or derivatives retrieved from the models themselves, and (2) by showing LLM search results that
are substantially similar to this content, generated from copies that OpenAl has obtained from a
repository (e.g., a search index) or from the internet in real-time.

115. For example, ChatGPT displays copies or derivatives of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content memorized by the underlying GPT models in response to user prompts. Upon
information and belief, the underlying GPT models for ChatGPT were trained on these and many
more of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ works and are able to generate such expansive summaries
and verbatim text.

116. The explanation of (i) the means by which OpenAl acquired the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content for use in its models and products, (ii) the means by which OpenAl has used
this content in the development and operation of its models and products, and (iii) OpenAl’s
recognition that its models have a propensity to regurgitate their training data establish at least a
reasonable inference that (x) OpenAl’s models and products were trained on, have memorized,

and regurgitate this content, and (y) all of this content is available and produced when prompted
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by user queries. Further information regarding the regurgitation and output of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content is solely in OpenAl’s possession, custody, and control.

117. LLM search products built on the GPT LLMs output the contents of search results,
including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content that may not have been included in the LLMs’
training set through RAG. As noted above, RAG includes receiving a prompt from a user, using
the prompt to search for this content from the internet, providing the prompt together with a copy
as additional context for the LLM, and having the LLLM use the content to create natural-language
substitutes that serve the same informative purpose as the original.

118. Indeed, OpenAl intended that its products would provide substitutive summaries of
copyrighted articles. OpenAl instructed its models to summarize copyrighted articles by
affirmatively post-training its models to do so in lieu of returning the articles themselves.*

119. The contents of such LLM responses often go far beyond the snippets typically
shown with ordinary search results. Even when LLM search responses include links to source
materials, users have less need to navigate to those sources because their expressive content is
already included in the narrative result. Indeed, such indication of attribution may make users more
likely to trust the summary alone and not click through to the relevant USA TODAY Publications’
website to verify the information.

120. OpenAl acknowledged that its products would divert traffic from original sources.
OpenATI’s Head of ChatGPT acknowledged that once ChatGPT gives an answer, there is “no good
reason to click” on a link to the underlying source.*!

121.  In this way, LLM search results divert important traffic away from online content

owned by copyright holders like the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. A user who has already read the

401d. at 31.
411d. at 54.

32



Case 1:26-cv-08892 Document1l Filed 10/08/26 Page 33 of 79

latest news, even—or especially—with attribution to a USA TODAY Publication, has less reason
to visit the original source.

122. Below are a few illustrative and non-exhaustive examples of LLM search results
that include misappropriated content from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. Full versions of each of
these examples are provided in Exhibit B.

123.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, ‘“Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

FBI raids home, business of Westfield developer,” GPT-5.6 retrieved an Indianapolis Sar article
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and output an extensive multi-section summary paraphrasing and following the same structural

organization as the original article. See Ex. B at 29.

gpt-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
FBI raids home, business of Westficld developer

Article identified
m”udeumlndhnl;dhﬁurepnnbyaknnﬁulumkpubimmlyl? 2026. 1t
concerns federal searches d 10 Westficld. Indiana, devel lames Andrew “Andy”
Card. (a0l.com)

In-depth summary

mmmumqwmmummmm

bedroom, six-bath property on Marco Island, Florida, owned by Card and his wife,

mmmwmmmwuwmm&m
Idhouse helped fund its purchase. (sol.com)

maqdmm&mmumuwmmm

Mishawaka Ficldh an indoor i dwood courts and rurf fields. The
p*ﬂmwudbypdlk ing, including tax-i financing funds and an
economic-development grant. (a0l com)
Mwmmmmmw l fee, but the 8
public money was supposed to be used y g proj

Prosecutors’ allegations

The filing describes the alleged conduct as an effort to defraud Mishawaka and other involved
parties. It also says the transfers could ultimately be traced through wire transactions despite
WWWMMMMMMMMM

F dings, not findings from a criminal conviction. (aol.com)

Connection to the Florida property

According to the filing, Martha Card was the sole mortgage applicant for the Marco Island
home. Its purchase required:

« A $1.5 million down payment
* Approximately $1.2 million at closing
records reportedly included two gift letters from Andy Card to his wife:

L

* A $] million gift dated August 7, 2023
* A separate $1.2 million gift

Each letter stated that repay was not expected. Pr allege that apg

$2.2 million connected to the home's mortgage deposit originated from Mishawaka
Fieldhouse project funds. They further allege that Card caused his wife to participate in
transactions involving fraud-derived money; the article does not report criminal charges
against her. (aolcon)

Mishawaka’s response

mmumﬂdnuwwwuummnw
prior knowledge of it. Officials maintained that the city had followed its established p

IndyStar

ARTICLE

httpse//www.indystar.com/story/news/local /2026,/07/17/fbi-raids-home-business-of-
westfield-estate-developer/ 90957655007/

FBI raids home, business of Westfield developer
Alexandria Burris - Indianapolis Star

mwmhmhmqwhusm&mmmam
submitted a filing for an asset forfeiture for a four-bed: home
belonging to Card and his wife, Martha, on Marco Island, Florida, about 20 miles south of
Naples.

Forfeiture documents allege that Card fraudulently used money from the city-financed
Mishawaka Fieldhouse project to help pay for the purchase of the $6.6 million waterfront

Court records say the scheme took place over a two-year period from October 2022 to October
2024. The city of Mishawaka hired Card's company to develop the $38 million indoor athletic
facility with hardwood courts and turf fields. Funding for the project involved tax increment
Hoacing and R iy -

of his fee, the public funding

Card's wife, Martha, was the sole applicant for the mortgage on the Marcos Island home. To
purchase it, she needed a $1.5 million down payment and roughly $1.2 million at close. The
monies from the Mishawaka Fieldhouse Project covered those costs, according to prosecutors.

Mortgage records for the home contain two letters from Card gifting the money to his wife,
according to court documents. In the first letter, he gifted her $1 million on Aug. 7, 2023 —a
portion of the initial down payment. In the second, he gifted her another $1.2 million. Both
letters stipulated that no Was exp 1 in returm.

P

The U.S. Artorney's Office also said he caused his wife to engage in transactions involving
fraudulently-derived funds.

hﬂ.mmmmmfmﬂumw&pndlwm&mdﬂﬂm
' project, p said. Court ds say Card sought to conceal the
transactions, but they were traceable through wire transactions.

In the from the Executive Director of D ¥ and Gy l Affairs
Matthew Lentsch, the city said it recently became aware of the allegations and had no
“knowledge of this fraudulent conduct.”

mmmmmmwwummm
ilable at the time, the statement said.

and conducted appropriate due diligence based on the information available.

The city also pledged to:
+ Cooperate with Law enfc

Why the story matters

Contact
on X,

Contact IndyStar reporter Kristine Phillips at (317) 444-3026 or at kphillipsie indystar.com.

ia Burris at ak com. Follow her

¢4 vl Il':l e Al
by Twitter, at @allyburri

34




Case 1:26-cv-08892 Document1l Filed 10/08/26 Page 35 of 79

124.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Matt Lee, well-known part of Detroit music scene, dies at 68,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Detroit Free

Press article and output an extensive multi-section summary largely following the same structure

as the original article. See Ex. B at 25.

gpt-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Please tind and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Matt Lee, well-known part of Detroit music scene, dies at 68

In-depth summary

Brian McCollum's Detroit Free Press obituary portrays Matt “Matty™ Lee as a beloved,
multitalented figure whose life was inseparable from Detroit’s music and cultural
communities. Lee was found dead at his Southfield condominium on June 18, 2026, after

Detroit Free Press

ARTICLE

hreps:/, P.coIm, Y Tocal/michig ayne/2026/06/ 18/ martt-lee-detroit-
music-scene-dics-68,/9061 5448007/

Matt Lee, well-known part of Detroit music scene, dies at 68
Brian McCollum - Detroit Free Press
Matt Lee, a vital and beloved fixture of the Detroit music scene, was found dead at his

in d on Thursday, June 18. He was 68.

friends d that he had not responded to calls or for two day q a
welfare check. He was 68. At publication, the cause of death had not been announced.
(goloom)

A life devoted to Detroit music

Lee occupied many roles during his decades in the industry. He was a guirarist, bandleader,
horn arranger, record-store manager and independent publicist. Rather than achieving fame
through one high-profile position, he became important through his sustained presence across
numerous camners of Detroit’s cultural world.

Barn in Detroit in 1958, Lee graduated from Southfield High School in 1976. A self-taught
guitarist who had already begun performing with local groups, he later led the Detroit rock-
and-soul band the Suspects during the 1980s. He also worked as a hom aranger for the Four
Tops, connecting him directly with Detroit's Motown legacy. (aoloom)

Lee eventually became an independs blicist rep 1g local bands, sing
uﬂmﬁumwmwmmmmmwmmum
approach publicity merely as salesmanship. He treated it as a creative and personal calling,
genuinely investing himself in the people and institutions he promoted.

This quality helps explain his importance: Lee operated behind the scenes, helping artists
receive attention, connecting journalists with stories and strengthening Detroit’s cultural
ecosystemn. His work was rooted in enthusiasm rather than self-promaotion.

hhlmmdnhn-pﬂdbqﬂﬂ:m-ﬁqanﬂnlﬁuhm
mwmmmmm fle ‘-tl‘ L “-_'
- ’ 3 " l.._.l..t.;-

[anl.mﬂ:l

desire to share music with others.

presented as gregarious, approachable and widely loved—a connective presence whe m.ui:
cultural communities feel more cobesive. (gol.com)

The&nnesnmbepmﬁng

e

The dote gives his life story a symbolic starting point. As a child, he witnessed popular
music suddenly become more urgent and exciting: he then spent the rest of his life pursuing
that exci ap record-store authority, publicist and advocate for Detroit
culture.

Lee was found after friends called police for a welfare check when he had failed to return texts
and phone calls for two days. The cause of death is unknown, and the Southfield Police
Department declined o provide additional details Thursday evening.

Lee was a gregarious, likable ch 1 ved a variety of roles during his decades in local
music: rock band leader, horn arranger for the Four Tops, record store manager and — most
notably in recent years — publicist for a host of area ici. events and

His passing was confirmed by David Lee, his twin brother and a prominent Detroit criminal
defense attorney.

For Lee, promating the culture of Detroit was a passion project.

Lee was born in 1958 in Detroit and graduated from Southficld High School in 1976, by which
time he was performing with local groups. A self-taught guitarist, he led the Detroit rock-soul
band the Suspects in the 1980s.

Lee then stepped into his next career chapter as an indep ablici riad
wmwwmmummmwuwmu
approached his role less as a commercial pitch man than an invested artist himself.

“He marveled that he was able 1o make a career in music,” his brother said. “He didn’t know
what else he could do with his life.”

In later years, I.nu- buhmulh-dlhhn for many metro Detroit restaurants and
other food of vith ble recent cli uded Dutch Girl Donuts, the Dakota

Memorial and funeral plans are pending.

Contact Detroit Free Press music writer Brian McCollum: 313-223-4450 or
by g 5
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125.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Knoxville No Kings rally draws Big Ears festivalgoers to join the protest,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a

Knoxville News-Sentinel article and output an extensive summary of the article that preserved the

original article’s structure and reproduced the substantive content from the article. See Ex. B at 31.

Bpt-5.6-s0]

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give nse an in-deprh summary:
Knexville No Kings rally draws Big Ears festivalgoers 1o join the protest

In-depth summary

The aricle, written by Masiah Franklin of the Knoxville Mews Sentine] and published
Maach 28, 2026, describes how Knoville's "MNo Kings™ demonstration insersecred with the
city’s Big Ears music festival. Rather than rrm.umns sqnmr evenes, the procest arcracred

festival artendees and artiets wi et in political action.
Ul coin)
What Iuppemd

d intersection of Summit Hill Drive, Westerm
M.Wm Mwmwmmm played instrumenss,

Doaald Trump's

Big Ears attendees join the rally

»  Score Marringly, visiting from Mashville, jolned a group of protesters led by Big
Ears performer and musician Mare Ribor, Martingly regasded the demonsiration as
more important than activity he

Artmosphere and messages

Participant Mart Gerdeman broaght & doum becanse be wanted 1o “make some nobse.” He
said the gathering helped people recognize that they wese not isolated in thelr concerns.
Hocking similaly described the rally’s collective encrygy as uplifting despite the depressing
circumstances that brought her there.

Main themes

1. Civie dury curweighed entermainment,

The strongest recurring idea is that several ;umnpﬂmx willingly surrendered valuable festival
time—and, in SORIK CASC, | ¥ because they

wanted to

2. Music and protess reinforced one another.
Big Ears did not meu‘ly slpply additional bodics. Festival artists and attendees broughs music,

rhythm and i o the ion. The rally
extension of the artistic community gathered downtown.

bocame an

3. The gathering counrered polirical isolarion.
Several comments suggest that protesters feared people were being encouraged to feel
powerless or alone. Public assembly gave them reassurance that others shased their conceens.

4. The national mavement acquired a local identity.
Althongh the rally belonged 10 3 coordinated narionwide campaign, the aricle grounds it in
Knoxville's distinerive culnural setring. The cofnchding festival rransformed thye event inro a
meeting polnt berween political activism, experimental are and civic life.

Knoxville News Sentinel

ARTICLE

bz knoxnews, oo/ story y!
parriei from-big- i

1/2026/03/2: I k Ayl

Knoxville No Kings rally draws Big Ears festivalgoers to join
the protest

Mariah Franklin - Knowville News Sentinel

The No Kings rally on March 28 drew demonstraccss 1o an already packed weekend in
downtown Knoxville.

People lining the m«m:mmmmmmmm
mhl.nui by p EBig Ears music

Scort Mattingly, a Nashville resident, came to Knosville for Big Ears, but he found himself
amang a line of progesters bed by musician Mase Riboe, who's performing in the feseival “Ie
seemed like the more important thing to do,” Martingly said of joining the demonstration.

Mart Gerdeman said he "came ro make some noise.” bringing a drum he used 1o accompany

chanss. *This makes you feel like you're not alone,” he said of the demonstration. “Thar's what
they want us to fecl.”

“Wee went 1o the park the other day, and the military police were there,” MoCoy sald.

Pushing back is esseatial, Hocking said, and the energy of the protest was uplifiing.

126.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt

asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
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Sam Budnyk, Palm Beach County coaching legend, dies,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Palm Beach Post

article and output an extensive summary largely paraphrasing the original article. See Ex. B at 15.

gpt-5.6-50l The Palm Beach Post
QUERY ARTICLE

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary: httpss/ o palmbtachpost.com/ story/sports/high-school/football 2026/07/17/sam
Sam Budnyk, Palm Beach County coaching legend, dics budnyk-c 1 h-dics/ 75076591007/

In-depth summary Sam Budnyk, Palm Beach County coaching legend, dies

The article, written by Alexander Peterman of The Palm Beach Post and published July 17,
2026, reports the death of Samuel F, “Sam™ Budayk. age 92. It peescats Mnylnn nﬂﬂy

Alexander Peterman - Palm Beach Post

a5 Palm Beach County's b, bue 25 2 ‘Samuel F. "Sam” Budnyk, the winningest coach in Palm Beach County history and a ploncering
belped make high-sehool athletics more inclusive. {200com) ‘advocase for racial and gender equisy in high school athbetics, died on Friday, July 17, He was
2
A career spanning generations
Budnyk joined Cardinal Newman High School in August 1961 after serving in the U.5. Wwﬁmﬁmmniﬁxmmummm
Marine Corps and graduating from Notre Dame in 1955, During 48 years at the school, he SR EXRIGRE %O AL S O OR EG N SO Pt cer Sk ) EScion igh
served a8 athletic director and coached football, softball, boys baskeeball, boys golf, and track Achonk SO macy
Lo Hired by Cardinal Mewman in August 1961, the former U.S. Marine and Notre Dame graduate
Acioss those sports, his teams acanmulated: served as athletic director, football coach and boys basketball coach before later leading the
school's softball, golf and track and field programs,
- Bt ¢ His carned induction into the Palm Beach Counry Sports Hall of Fame in
accomplishments 1] ey
+ AOEninog pemeOt: 1983 and the Florida High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame in 1993,
278 football wins
. R A More Sam Budnyk: Cardinal Newman's seate title 3 nod 1o legendary coach
« Five football confesence championships mmmmmmm»wm&mmm
* Twelve West Palm Beach city football titles ionshi ionships nd 12 West Palm Beach city titles. A 1955
: : gradiate of Notre Dame, be seat moce than 1 NCAA Division
‘He also helped more than 150 football players earn NCAA Division I s cholarshij Mmmmumwm

including four who subsequently played in the NFL. (aolcom)
His suceess extended well beyond the football field.

Exceptional success in multiple sports
Budnyk's achievements were not lmited 1o foorball. As Cardinal Newman's softball coach
From 1976 through 1993, he recorded 437 victoties and won:

As softhall coach from 1976 to 1993, Budnyk compiied 437 vicrories and lod Cardinal
Mewaman to three state championships and one state runner-up finish. His teams also won
cight regional titles, 14 district championships and 16 conference crowns.

* Three state championships In recognition of his impact on the program, Cardinal Newman dedicated its softball field in
* Oncstate munnceup nish Budnyk's honor in 2016. More than 150 former players, alumai and supportess attended the
+  Eight regional titles ceremony.
- Poumiite vl clnionipd Budayk also guided Cardinal Mewman 1o fous conference champlonships I track and field,
* Sixtocn conference championships won 41 games and two conference titles as boys basketball coach, and recorded 90 victories
He addi ted four ; in track and ickd, woa 41 dad e mobiweoes mmpitgs LR ol
basketball games and two confesence tites, and earned 90 victories and three conference In rotal, Budnyk coached his teams 10 934 vicories and 2 .702 winning pereentage.
championships in boys golf Casdinal Newman named its softball field in his hanor in 2016,
e s

mmwmmwmmw

In 1965, mmmmmmmmmaaﬂ sehoal in
The article that histocical went beyond his record. In 1965, r——""—

Florida. Two years later. he scheduled 2 game against John F. Kennedy High School, becoming
uwummmmwmmmmm mﬁmmaummmmmwmamwmwumm,

A pioneer for racial integration

Two years laer, be scheduled Cardinal Newman—then an all-white school—o play john E

In 1973, Budn i the Natiomal O ion for Women after allowing the
= * i yk was recognized by s rganization for n after allowing

Brst girl in Palm Beach County to compete in varsity track and feld.

bety ‘Schools, oocurring before court-ordered desegregation
oﬁ!\t«xm:y 's public schools, This made athletics an cardy serting for meaningful racial Those decisions refleeted a willingness to challenge long-standing barricrs and cxpand
integration in the community. (golcom) opportunitics for student-athieees at 3 time when such actions were far from commonplace.
Expanding opportunities for girls In 2009, Budnyk was inducted into the Hammond Sports Hall of Fame in his native Indiana.
Budnyk also challenged gender barricrs. In 1973, he permitted the first giel in Palm Beach The hatl peaised him for having "blased an emtraoedinary Kigh school coaching and sports
County to compete in vassity track and Seld. The National Organization for Womtn recogai L S B A SN SO
ik, ol e e o Budiyk is survived by his wife, Manrita Ross; childsen Frances Farris, Rita Domenech, Samuel
wmm:mmqw:mmwﬂngmnummmdnmhm A Budnyk, Mike Laurm L]

oz Cyenmna [ Riopraon She gomes Sty ot B FLs A funeral Mass vill be held at 11 2., Saturday, July 25, 3t St. Clare Catholic Church in North

Ir.\adcnaup helped normalize changes that eventually extended well beyond Cardinal Newman's

Palm Beach. A reception will follow in the parish hall.
athletic programs. (3ol.com)

Alex Pererman covers high school athletics for The Palm Beach Post. He can be reached ar

Recognition and lasting legacy apeterman@ganctt com.
Budnyk was inducted into:

« The Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame in 1983

= The Florkda High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame in 1993

*  The Hammond Sports Hall of Fame ln his native Indiana in 2009
The arthele’s central message lslim Budnyk combined competitive success with moral
leadership. His statisti him as coach, but his cfforts to
dismantie racial and gender barriers made him an influential community Bgure.

He is survived by his wife, Mautita Ross, five children, and 13 grandehildren. (0] cor)

127.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, ‘“Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

Fawn Weaver and Uncle Nearest: How the Tennessee whiskey founder's tenure unraveled, a
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timeline,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Tennessean article and output an extensive multi-section summary
reproducing the substantive content from the article following the same chronological timeline

structure. See Ex. B at 35.
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£pt-5.6-s0l The Tennessean
QUERY ARTICLE
Please find and mﬂkaﬂﬂewﬂhl!ﬂﬁtﬁ.ﬂlwmun&pﬁm hetpa//waw. story/maney. F2026/07/15/awn-weaver-uncle-nearest:
Fawn Weaver and Uncle M How the T key founder's tenure 1, rise-firing 90330190007/
timeline
In-depth summary Fawn Weaver and Uncle Nearest: How the Tennessee whiskey

The article, written by Peter Burditt of The Naghville Tennessoan and published July 15, 2026,
mth&mmwnmdhww-hmnmmn

the company’s trajectory in three stages: historical mi rapid Lascent,
mwmtﬁm-mxﬂm‘m)

1. Building a brand around Nearest Green's legacy
Mlmkwaﬁﬂhﬂamltmwmm Green, an
_mmmwmmww
hu;hn-ﬂh'hlhﬂl.hhm

d distiller credived with

and chief storyteller behind the brand. (finance vahoo com)

3. The financial and legal crisis

- effectively

associated with the company.
After examining the fr Young reported seri b including unpaid taxes,

disclosed debts and broader operati mm-m“th
mmumu.&;mm the caly viable fp g
value for keholders. These findings sharply 1 with Uncle
Nearest’s recent image as a billion-dollar success. (Enance vahoo com)
4. Weaver's attempts to resist the receivership
Weaver pred 1o place the company into bankruprcy in March 2026, bur the effort was

d b the recer ot Weaver — then the entities.

o nhamdlhluﬂulqud:h
il o g i g s colleg

and the ck

ily on the ver's

PR TR

Because the letter was
WMaﬂcMwmmMmﬂemhﬂymm

[ only an initial step rather than a

founder's tenure unraveled, a timeline

Peter Burditt - Nashville Tennessean

Uncle Nearest founder Fawn Weaver was recently terminated as CEO of the Tennessee
whiskey brand after being at the helm since its founding in 2019,

Weaver's firing comes amid Uncle Nearest's legal battle with Farm Credit Mid-America, which
is suing Uncle Nearest for allegedly defaulting on more than $100 million in loans. The
Tennessee whiskey company has been in receivership since August 2025.

The court-appointed receiver fired Weaver and her busband and co-founder, Keith Weaver, on

June 1. The firings were disclosed on July 10 in a federal court filing obtained by The
Tennessean.

muum-ummw;kumuuwmmm
and vendors, and has made busé peration significantly smoother,” the Bling

T

said,

Weaver's termination marks the end of her eight-year tenure as CEO of Uncle Nearest. During
thase years, Weaver grew the humble whiskey startup into 2 ubiquitous liquor brand worth
$1.1 billion at its peak.

Here is a timeline of how Fawn Weaver's journey with Uncle Nearest began and how it ended
in her exit from the distillery.

2016 to 2019: Fawn Weaver discovers the story of Nathan Nearest' Green
and embarks on entrepreneurial journey

Weaver learned of the company’s namesake, Nathan "Nearest” Green, an enslaved man who
taught Jack Daniels how to distill whiskey, from a 2016 article in Singapore’s version of the
New York Times called, Jack Daniei’s Emb a Hidden Ingredient: Help From a Slave.”

After discovering Green's contribution to the famed Tennessee whiskey brand, Weaver and her
husband became transfixed.

2020 to 2024: Fawn Weaver grows Uncle Nearest into billion-dollar
Whiskey company

2025 to present: Uncle Nearest enters legal barttle with Kentucky lender

After Young began reviewing Uncle Nearest's finances, there was an emergency hearing in
mammmhwhwwmmn

present, induding unpaid taxes and 4 “"“Mh
dﬁdhlﬂuﬂhh'ﬂunﬁvﬂhqﬁ.‘- i pany's value for
stakeholders and creditors.

hlhﬁ.“huw»ﬂehwwwmwhwdﬁh
mummwm e also
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128.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Judge finds woman defended herself in killing ex during breakup dispute,” GPT-5.6 retrieved an

Enquirer article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural

organization as the original article. See Ex. B at 21.

£pt-5.6-50l
QUERY

Please find and msmmarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summany:
Juadge Ends woman defended herself in killing ex during breakup dispute

In-depth summary
The article repoets that Hamilton County Common Pleas Judge Chri

Cincinnati Enquirer
ARTICLE

g/ /wwwe cliicinnati com/ story/ pews/2006/05,/09) oldo woman-shot- kilied-cx-girlfriend-
judge-says-it-wan self-defense S0O001 980007/

Judge finds woman defended herself in killing ex during

scquirted Marshee Luther, 26, of murder and felonious assault on May §, 2026,
concluding that she acted in self-defense when she fatally shot her former girliriend, Taralynn
Bowers, 29, in Millvale, Ohio. The ruling followed a two-day bench trial (30l com)

What happened
Luther and Bowers began dating in Decemiber 2024 but ended their ip in March
2025. On August 31, 2025, Bowers went to another woinan's home for 3 converation
concerning the breakup. Luther slio arrived, and the discuisdon broame emotionad before the
rwo initially keft separately.
th boar later, B
=

Lusher o come outiide and
=

Police found 2 folding pocketinife—but no gun—in Bowen' pure. Luther Enmediarely called

30l com]

The prosecution’s case

i - She had & & ot
weas in the purse when she fired.

Avireant thar the v atterward could mot

retroactively justify the shooting. The central legal question was whether Listher's belief that
ahe faced setious harm was reasonable at the moment she pulled the trigger, not whether

Their position was essentially that a troubled history and an ambiguous movement toward a
purse did not provide reasonable grounds for lethal force.

Court reconds also showed that Bowers had been charped with burglary in Apeil 2025 after

allegedly entering Luther’s home through a window and stealing

Quinlan Bentley » Cincinuti Enquiter

A judge found that Marshee Luther acted in self deferse when she shot and killed her ex-
girliriend in Millvale last year.

Hamilton County Comman Pleas Jdge Christopher McDowell acquitied 26-year-old Luther of
smsrder and felondous amault charges on May § 3t the end of 2 two day berch traal.

Lusther killed her former girliriend, 29.year-old Taralynn Bowers, an Asg. 3 during a
confrontation that stemnemed from the couple’s ended relationship manths earbier.

[ ] " 2 e b li el i A i the ot

"It was Marsher, of it was Tarahynn that day,” Beandon Fox, the atiomey, said in court. "One of
them was goéng to live and then one of them was going to be here at the defense table”

Dispute over relationship’s demise leads to deadly shooting
The couple started dating in December 2004 and beoke up 3 few months Later in March 2025,

On the day of the shooting, Bowers was imvited 1o another woman's home 1o talk sbout the
breakup, Assistant Hamilton County Prosecutor oe Otero said in court. The situation grew
emctiona] after Luther arvived, be aaid, dthough it was calm by the time both woemen went
sheir separate ways.

but d W ehuan an howr Liver, pow calling for Luther o
come outside to fght, according to trial testimony.

The only item found in Bewers foldable pocket knife.
“The knife is & hindsight fact.” Otero said in court. "But we're not dealing with hindsight
IR AR .

Tha

The defense argued that victins” failure to repont abuse—or their continued contact with an
abusive former parmer—dors not necessarily mean that the sbute did not occar of that they
el safe. Given the previous alleged incidents, Fox maintained thae Luther did not have to walt
il she saw 2 weapon before provecting herself.

Evidence strengthening the defense
Several details supg Luther"

danger:

» Bowers allegedBy rerumed unimvited and demanded a Gght.

®  She entered the residence and moved woward Luther.

®»  She reached into a purse that acrually contained a knife.

Lusther said the previous time Bowers made 3 similar reaching movement, she had

produced 2 gun.

» Investigatons bearned that, while refrning to the residence, Bowers sent messages
saying, “She's gonna die.” Luther did not know sbout thote messages when she
{Ered, so they could not directly explain her state of mind, but they supported the
defense’s portrayal of Bowers as the aggressor.

*  Detective Todd Greene scknowledged a2 trial tha Bowers wan the kit aggressoc.

. 1 Mgl Govonsmchowhicged o th witzems st i Bt skl b Vo

He also agreed thas Bowers was the indeial aggresser.

Woman charged in shooting describes toxic relationship

During an interview with Cincinnati police homsicide detectives, Luther described the
relationship with Bowers a3 toxic.

Coun records show that Bowers was charged with burglary in April 2025, accused of breaking
into Luther's home through 2 window and stealing two doorbell cameras. The charge was later
dropped after Luther filed to follow through with the prosecution, according to testimony.
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129.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
After devastating fire, Hispanic meat market reopens in Des Moines,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Des
Moines Register article and output a summary reproducing the substantive content of the article

and largely following the article’s narrative structure. See Ex. B at 8.
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QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this tite and give me an in-depth summary:
After devastating fre. Hispanic mear market reopens in Des Moines

In-depth summary

The article, published by the Des Moises Register on July 18, 2026, chronjeles how Cerre
Grande Mear Market rebuilt its business and relocared ro Des Moines after a catastrophic fine
destroyed its longrime Ortumwa location. (zolcom)

Destuction of a family business

An electrical fire on July 6, 2025, devastated the market that owner Jose Lopez and his
amily had spent 15 years building. The blare beft a 30-by-60-foot opening extending from
the basement through the roof. Because the property was underinsured, rebuilding there was
financially impractical,

A difficult move to Des Moines

P e building

The family
lﬁl?wmmwmmﬁhww-uwmw
there on July 19, 2026, approximately one year after the fire,

Relocation was a0t an casy o purcly busiaess-deiven decision. The Lopes family had decp
10083 in Ottumwa form families and
mmdmluﬂngupw mu w;mmmdm

The formser Ottumwa property was purchased by La Hacienda Meat Market and Grocery,
which began remvodeling it. Thus, although Cerro Grande moved away, the location was
expected to continue serving s 3 food market,

Cerro Grande's communiry role

The Des Moines Register
ARTICLE

hieeps:// 510005/ 2026/07/18/cerro-grand
marker-hubbell des-mo & Y

After devastating fire, Hispanic meat market reopens in Des
Moines

Lucia Chersg - Des Moines Register

In just a fow howrs last July, an unexpected clectrical fire rumned the Lopez family's 15 years of
wirk on their Hispanic market in Ottumwa into chamred ash.

The July 6. 2025, fre left the building, which was undezinsured, with 3 30- by 60-foot hole
streeching from the basement 10 the roof. Theve was no easy way o rebuild, Lopez said.

= e deal for a building in Des Moincs, the fimily made the hard
mwwmom
i a cpected to op Sunday, July 19, at 2517 Hubbell Ave. on

Its old location was bought by La Hacienda Meat Macket and Grocery, which is making steady
progress with remodeling the building.
Meat market owner says it hurts to leave Ottumwa behind after fire

‘The masket’s sory is't just about the 42 kinds of sausages you ean find in the store. Noe bs it
just about its specialey meat cuts for immi craving a taste of home.

1ts story is also about how dedicated the Lopez Eamily is to giving back to their community, In
Ottumwa, they donated thousinds of pounds of meat to local fundraisers and helped other
Iocal businesses get on their feet.

It does hurt in 2 way for us to leave because they've seen us grow. Theyve seen my niece
grow,” Lopez said. Tve seen them grow, Tve seen prople marry, gee engaged. Tve seen

0 us for support.”
Cemro Grande Mear Masket made tacos for Ottumwa’s Balloon Races, with proceeds going back

The article that de was more than a place to purchase meat. The Lopez
family regulacly supported bocal organi and Their included:
» Donating of pounds of mear 1o
= Selling tacos dusing Ottumwa’s Balloon Races and returning the p 10 the L ganization. It
organization ity service.

« Working with the Kiwanis on community projects
Helping a CrossFit trainer lunch a gym by raising money through chicken-box
sales

After the fire, Ottuniwa residents offered such extensive help that the family had o tum away
some people who wanted 10 assist with cleanup. For Lopez, that response revealed how
significant the market had become 10 the cify.

A distinetive approach to burchery
Cerro Grande specializes in meat cuts, prepased foods, and sausages associated with Mispanic
and other immigrant cuisines. Lopez describes hiscuﬁ s closer 1o a chefs work than

ing. The store rep ly offers 42 varieties of sausage, including
unusual creations such as a cordial (hmy\-and-choeohhcﬂw

mlhdmlﬁwﬁus.anm:pﬂﬁl“ﬂlhmmm
start his own gym after he siw his

business proposal — by selling boxes of chicken.
“When the fire happened, we realized how much of an impact we had in the community
Ibecause the community showed up for us,” Lopez said.

His family had 1o turn away people who wanted to help clean out the semaing of their marker.

Cerro Grande features fourth-generation butcher

Aside from large chains such as Hy-Viee and Farcway, Lopez said there isa't another store quite
like Cerno Grande. He's trying to bring Buropean-style meat markees 10 Jowa.

His dad stasred 2 Hispanic market in Marshalltown in the 19905 before moving 1o Otumwa,

Lopez saw an opportunity to convert the store into 2 myeat market. Over Bve years, Lopez
added new inventary to the store and beefed up advertising on social media

mwm aulii o L b ._ G ‘ lly through ._.: : I “Since I'm very passionate, | wanna see prople try my products becanse the way 1 think of my
e Y p ERa s oo cipes closely, making thei weay of butchery is more of like a chef” Lopez said.

o mmmm ith chefs and be the world, who were kind encugh
His is e simph Lopez ip Maﬂguhmmm

Fivsat i oo o the Sty of il e theiesxt roscaiches FCulcio il

* Leaming k e from scratch
+ Spending & recipe for ‘sausage with Spanish and
Filipino traditions
3 . pecy

A multigenerational tradition
Lopez rep the fourth s Eamnily involved in butchery. His father
opened a Hispanic market in Marshalitewn during the 19905 before moving o Ottunmwa,
Lopez later saw an opportunity to transform the family grocery into a specialized meat marker.

Over five years, be expanded its lnventory and promoted the business through sodal media.
According to Lopez, customers traveled from s far away a8 Alaska and Missouri 1o try it
peoducts. His cooking aso received local recognition: in 2022, he won first place in the

Their conversations resulted in some interesting Susage favors at Cero Grande, like its
coedial cherry-chocolate mixture.

Word of mouth spread, and Lopez said people from all over the United Seates, from Alaska to
Missouri, have traveled to owa specifically 1o try his food.

Ottumwa seems o think he has taleat — Lopez won firs place in the symphony orchestra's 25
Men Who Can Cook contest in 2022, as well a5 second place in the People’s Choioe Awands
during the same contest.

Lopez said he trics not vo raise prices on his meat just for a beter profic margin, He knows
how much knﬂumpmﬁdmﬂ!ﬁ!n“nnﬁzmﬁm their bonee countrics,
foods that they haven't had in years.

Thar's why he learned how to make ch. And it's also vehy he
tracked down a recipe for los Cnanich Bl s ok him And

130. As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

Sullivan University has seen massive changes. Here’s a rundown,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Courier-
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Journal article and reproduced an extensive summary mirroring the article’s section-by-section

structure and reproducing the substantive content from the original article. See Ex. B at 4.
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QUERY

Please find and summarize the articke with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Sullivan University has seen massive changes. Here's a rundown

n-depth summary

The article, published by the Louisville Courier journal on August 12, 2025, describes a period of
mmmummmmummwmmmwmamm
2022. Although the private, family. il i to present iself as
Wmmﬂmmmmmmm.mmw

i SIg

Leadership instability

President Tim Swenson resigned on August 6, 2025, rwo days after being placed en
administrative leave and less than three years after taking office. The university did not
publicly explain cither decision.

Chancellor and CEO Glenn Sullivan, the founder’s son, became interim president. The
Mbﬂiﬂ said it would launch a nationwide presidential search in Seprember. The
article notes the s dh family control: Glenn Sullivan sits on the seven-
embser board alkingaidle b sfater Lk Zaring and helr mother, Parricia Salivan,

Swenson's predecessor, Jay Marr, had moved into a vice-chancellor position before joining
Sullivan's ditor, the South of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges.

Executive turnover
Several important administrators also lefi:

» Enroliment executive Nina Martinez departed after more than 25 years and joined
Spalding University.
* CFO Bethany Dupree also moved to Spalding, after saying she had improved
Sullivan’s cash fow substantially.
*  Marketing manager Emily Kunkel left after overseeing the “School of Doing”
advertising campaign.
* Sullivan adversised opeaings for CFO, marketing manager and qualiry-
The last position was particularly significant because it involved maintaining compliance with
SACSCOC accreditation requirements. The turnover occurred around Sullivan®s major
acereditation review—its first since 2015,

Layoffs and consolidation

Sulli e e e e : e
1. In May, it el red 10 pos everal dep:
Lmh&kuwwﬁﬂuduﬂmdnmﬁwﬂkmﬂm&mdwﬁkh

were already vacant.

Swenson initially described 1g 35 an attempt to elim dupli between

the Louisville and Lexington campuses, consolidating financial-aid and student-servic

&mniwlhlwlnlllc !Imdn sod yoff anno e

pressures facing hig} 1 and said carlier cost-cutting measures had not been

suficient.

After the Sullivan reportedly employed app 40 people sy

Shrinking physical footprint

The university had already reduced its operations by:
» Closing instructional sites at Fort Knox and Louisa.

* Closing the College of Technology and Design.
» Selling its Arkinson Square property to Jefferson County Public Schools in 2021,

Tr also listed

Point, its only hall, for $9.95 million. The 257-ro0m
property would end Sullivan's on-campus housing model in Louisville.

Swenson said the dorm had become underused after the pandemic. He also argued that most
residents were culinary students who would benefit from ordinary aparements with kitchens,
which the residence-hall rooms lacked.

Financial and governance concerns
The article does not claim that SuLIﬁ'an is maolw:u( but the combination of layoffs,

lidation, asset sales, and dep raises questions abour ies
financial condition and long-term direction.
Its inances h 1t rfaced in litigation involvi of the Sullivan family. Divorce
and inhes relaved & dly provid ide plimpses | b

The Courier-Journal

ARTICLE

hetps=// j al.com/story/n
I

{lle-laveffs-d 1 &

fucation/2025/06/1 2/ sulliv;
h/B554689 1007/

Sullivan University has seen massive changes. Here's a
rundown

Stephanie Kuzydym - Louisville Courier Journal

Sullivan University ran a serics of billboards this spring around Louisville and along Interstate
65, marketing the institution as the "School of Doing.”

The campaign ran partly to coincide with the approaching end of the school year.

But the nods 1o the school's nursing and culinary pwgnms were also on d:splay I'o( a visit
from the organization that oversees Sulli ion: the South of
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOS) or SACS, for short.

The school's last review by the accrediring body was a decade prior, in 2015.

In the 10 years since, the school lost its co-founder and downsized its offerings, all while
maintaining publicly its financial stabiliry.

But in the time since founder Alva Ray Sullivan's 2022 death, there’s been a lot of change at
the regional university, causing uncertainty among faculty and staff, induding last fil, when
LEO Weekly published a story that named Sullivan University the worst place ro work in
Louisville among revicws on Glassdoor — a job search website wiere current and former
employees can anonymously review their company.

From the planncd sale of the instirution’s only residence hall ro its president stepping down,
here's a rundown of recent changes:

Sullivan search for new president begins

‘On August 6, Tim Swenson resigned s president from Sullivan University, two days after he
was placed on administrative leave and less than three years after he was named to the

An email to staff sent by Jill Long, the special assistant to Sullivan University System’s
chanceller and CEO Glean Sullivan and sent on behalf of Jeff Biggs, who serves as chairman of
Sullivan’s board of directors, did not give a reason for Swenson stepping down.

*Tt is also imp to recognize his ik and efforts in working through our recent
SACSCOC accreditation process,” the email said.
Glenn Sullivan, th d interim

anﬁyshemddm:wudhuenuﬂkwm:mm

for  new president in mid-1o-late Sep

The seven-person board of directors, which Mwm Sullivan, the now-interim
dent, includes oth 1l Lisa Zaring, Gl 5 daughter of founder Alva
Ray, along with Patrcia Sullivan, Alva Ray's ex wife,

Prior to Swenson, Jay Marr served as Sullivan Universiry's president. When Swenson was

d as the new p in 2022, Marr was namsed vice chancellor. Three
months later, he became vice president of the SACSCOC, according to his Linkedin. Marr did
not respond to a request for comment from The Courier Journal.

Shakeup among university executives

In the years since Marr left, there were some major moves in Sullivan University's executive
positions, especially in the months prior to Swenson being placed on leave.

A March 31 email, obtained by The Courier Journal and seat to staff from then-president
Swenson, announced Nina Martinez, the senior vice president of il
would leave the university after more than 25 years with the institution.

Martinez is now the vice president of admissions and student experience at Spalding
University. She was the first of two executives to move from Sullivan to Spalding. The second
was Bethany Dupree, now the chief financial officer ar Spalding.

Dupree was named CFO of Sullivan in August 2023, according to Sullivan's hiring
announcement from Swenson and obtained by The Courier Journal.

Dugpree served as the CFO for nearly rwo years, forming financial op el

an 88% improvement in cash flow versus the prior 10-year period,” ahcnldunhul.lnhdin

profile.

Het job was posted on Sullivan University's website on Augusc 5, along with the role of
R
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131.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Beloved cougar dies at Shy Wolf Sanctuary in Naples,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Naples Daily News

article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural organization

as the original article, reproducing the article’s key facts. See Ex. B at 12.
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QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Beloved cougar dies ar Shy Wolf Sancruary in Maples

In-depth summary

The article, published by Vanessa Norris of the Fort Myers News-Press and Naples Daily
News on June 25, 2026, reports the death of Cimarron, a 19-year-old cougar at Shy Woll
Sancruary in Naples, Florida. Known affectionately as *Cimmy,” he died peacefully of narural
causes on June 20, surrounded by his caregivers. (1ol com)

His life at the sanctuary

Cimarron was born and bred in caprivity. He arrived ar Shy Wolf Sancruary when he was
approximarely three yeass old and lived these for the remaining 16 years of his life. His age was
notable: wild cougars generally live much shorter lives, while animals receiving managed care
can occasionally survive beyond 20 years.

The article depicts his longevity as evidence of both his resilience and the sustained care he
received. S1aff had noticed recent health changes and understood that his death was

approaching, bt sancruary rep d his loss s1ill ereated an
void,

A distinetive personality
Cimarron was 1 not simply as
and a forceful personality. He reparvedly:

hibit but as an individual with clear p

» Loved fresh carnip,

* Was fascinated by the scent of Christmas tees.

» Formed especially serong attachments to several male caregivers.

« Could be selective and temperamental in his relationships.

* Frequently surprised staff by recovering after periods when he appeared to be

declining.

These details give the arvicle the character of an objfuary. Its focus is less on the biological fact
of the cougar's death than o the relationships he formed with the people whe cared for him.

Educational importance
Cimarron served as an animal ambassador, helping thousands of visitors learn about cougars,
wildlife conservation and the dangers facing Florida panthers. His presence cnabled the

sancruary co mrn abstrace environmental issues inro a direcr encounrer with a living animal.
He also participated indirectly in the sanctuary’s braader community mission. Earlier

ble and ized young people—
mecting or spending time near his enclosure as part of educational and therapeutic

sancruasy materials describe visl includi

programming. (azchive naplesnews com)

Continuing contribution to science

A major point in the article is thar Cimarron’s conservation role did not end with his death.
Shy Wolf Sancruary arranged to donate tissue samples to the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission's Panther Team for rescarch into feline leukomyelopathy, 3

His body was transported ro Naples Zoo, where an FWC was expected du
a postmortem cxamination and collect the samples. His remains were then o be cremated
through Faithful Companions. (zol.com)

The donation creares a fitting conclusion to his life: an animal whe educared people abour wild
cats while alive may now help scientists better understand a discase threatening related native
species.

Naples Daily News
ARTICLE
hteps://www naplesnews.comy/story,news/local 2006/06/25/beloved cougar-dies-at-19-az-

shy-wolf-sancruary-in-naples 90695346007/

Beloved cougar dies at Shy Wolf Sanctuary in Naples
Vanessa Noris - Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News

Cimarron, a beloved cougar at the Shy Wolf Sancruary in Naples, died June 20 at 19 years old.

A news release by the Shy Wolf Sancruary revealed Cimarron, nicknamed "Cimary” for short,
died of natural causes.

Cougars typically live eight to 10 years in che wild, bur can live over 20 years in capriviry,
according to Big Cat Rescue, a nonprofit conservationist organization.

Cimarron was bred and born in caprivity. At 3 years old, he was transferred to Shy Wolf
Sanctuary, a nonprofit animal rescue, where he spent his remaining 16 years.

“His loss leaves an enormous hole kn the hearts of everyone who knew and loved him,” Shane
Bilrz, the Shy Wolf Sancruary president, said in the release. “The sancruary feels a lintle quicter
withour him.*

Cimarron was full of personality and "had a particular fondness for the men in his life,”
growing strong connections with his carctakers, the release said. He loved fresh catnip and the
smell of Christmas trees during the holidays.

During his time at Shy Wolf Sancruary, Cimarron helped educate visitors about cougars and
threats to Florida panthers.

Even after his death, Cimarron will contrils h and efforts. The
sancruary parmered with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservarion Commission to donate

Cimarron's tissue samples 1o research into feline b disorder
i nd bobeats.

Cimarron's body was transported to Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens, where a Florida Fish
and Wildlife Ce i i will collect tissue samples for the
research.

His remains will be cremated by Faithful Companions.

"Cimmy touched countless lives during his time with us.” Liz Harmon, the sanctuary's animal
care directos, said in the release. “Thank you for the memories, the Lnughs, the attitude and the
privilege of caring for you. You were decply loved, and you will be decply missed.”

Reach reporer Vanessa Norris by emailing ynois @nevs-press.com

Do you have an epinion abour this ropic? Send us a letter to the editor or guest column ar
mailbag @ncves perss com of leitera @ naplesnews com.

Please support local community journalism and stay informed about Southwest Florida nows
by subscribing to The Mews-Press and Naples Daily News; download the free News-Press or
Naples Daily News app, and sign up for daily briefing email newslener, food & dining and
growth & development newslerters here and here.

132.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, ‘“Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New Jersey,” GPT-5.6 retrieved an Asbury
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Park Press article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the original article’s

Document 1

Filed 10/08/26  Page 45 of 79

narrative structure, reproducing the exact details from the original article. See Ex. B at 2.
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QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New Jersey

In-depth summary

“Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New Jersey,” by Dan Radel of
the Asbury Park Press, was published May 26, 2026. It reponts that another satellite-tagged great
white shark has passed the Jersey Shore during the species’ annual northward migration.
(aglcom)

Cross’s journey
Cross is a juvenile male great white measuring nearly 10 feet and weighing approximately 400
pounds. His satellite tag transmitted a location east of Atlantic City around sunset on May 25.

Researchers tagged Cross near Nova Scotia on October 3, 2025, He subsequently traveled
south, spending late fall and winter near the Carolinas and reaching as far south as waters
southeast of Savannah, Georgia. In April, he reversed direction and began swimming north.

mm&mmmmmwsmmmm»m
folklore, early French settlers erccted a cross there that served both as a religious symbol and a
navigational landmark.

Part of a broader migration
The articl L that Cross’s is not an isolated or especially unusual event.
mmmm sha:l:ssanmﬁy move between:

+ Northern summer feeding grounds around New England and Atlantic Canada,
where seals provide abundant prey.

+ Southern winter habitats along the southeastern United States and, for some
sharks, the Gulf of Mexico.

Recent research based on 92 tagged sharks confirms that the Gulf and Straits of Florida are
regular winter habitars—not merely

| destinations—for this population. (gccarch.org)

These movements illustrate a coastal migration corridor connecting the southeastern Unived
Stares, the New York-New Jersey region and Atlantic Canada. OCEARCH identifies the New
York-Mew Jersey Bight as an important nursery area for this shark population. (gccarch ors)
How the wacking works

Cross carries a satellite-linked SPOT tag on his dorsal fin. A location “ping” occurs when the
fin—and therefore the tag—breaks the surface long enough to communicate with a savellite.

Asbury Park Press

ARTICLE

Ittps:/fwww.app. ccmfsmm ‘news/local/animals/2026,05/26/ocearch-great-white-sharks-
jersey g ipple/90194152007/

Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New
Jersey

Dan Radel - Asbury Park Press
The great white sharks keep coming up the coast o swim off the Jersey Shore.

The latest shark to “ping” off the New Jersey coast is Cross, who's just a juvenile male great
white shark that weighs around 400 pounds, give or take, and is nearly 10 feet long, Cross's
last location was cast of Atlantic City, where satellite picked up the signal from the SPOT tag
on his dorsal fin Monday evening around sunset.

The great whites are on their spring migration from wintering grounds off the southeastern
coastal states to the rocky shorelines of New England and Canada where theyll fatten up on
seals all summer.

Cross s tied to a little bit of folklore, according to OCEARCH, the non-profit rescasch group
that captured the apex predator on Oct. 3, 2025, when he was off Nova Scotia. OCEARCH
named him after Cross Island in Lunenburg Bay. Folklore tells that eadly French settlers
erected a cross on the island where a lighthouse now stands, serving as both a devotional
symbol and a navigational aid for sailors. '

After being tagged, Cross swam south and spent the late fall and winter off the coast of the
Carolinas. His furthest point was southeast of Savannah, Georgia. In April he headed north.
1r's a similar route taken by great white sharks off the eastern seaboard as evidenced by the
more than 100 sharks OCEARCH is tracking.

For more than a dozen years, OCEARCH has been collecting biological data at capture points
and using satellite tags to gather migration routes from the sharks to better understand the
life cycle of one of the ocean's apex predators. With the data, OCEARCH can map esseatial
shark habitats, and inform future conservation efforts to help protect the species,

More: Jersey Shore boardwalk prizes you can win this summer

mMm&ehﬂhﬂfMwawmkhﬁmwmm
pinged on Monday near Mahone Bay where she was tagged last October. Quint last pinged in
near the Rhode Island Sound about a week ago.

There are several more sharks on the tail of Cross, according to OCEARCHs global shark
mwmmmnrw-m m-»mwum
picks up the signal. Ripple, a male w 778 pounds and |
hnpmmmmmaﬁmuhmemwmmm

Cross isn't the only tagged marine animal that the tide brought in. Wassaw Will, a female
loggechead turtle has returned to Delaware Bay. She has been tagged more than once. The first
time was in 2010. The latest was last year when she was briefly captured in the Wassaw
National Wildlife Refuge in Georgia almost one year ago to the day.

Consequently, a ping marks a confirmed surface location, not the animal’s uni pted or
exact real-time course,

OCEARCH has spent more than a decade combining these records with biological
samples collected during tagging. Its western North Atlantic database includes more than 100
rasgcd white shatks The goal is to identify migration corridors and essential habitats while

ing b dge of shark devel behavior and reprods (oceasch.org)

The loggerhead-turtle sidebar

’ She had d to Del nay:ﬁar imming south toward Wilmington, North
mmmmm«mm

First tagged in 2010, Wassaw Wil has repeatedly been encou: 1 by research
cited by OCEARCH credit her with:

« 31 nests

¢ LB4Seggs

+ 2,184 confirmed hatchlings

«  Usually five or six nests per nesting year
Her history demonstrates that long-term tagging can reveal repeated habitat use and
reproductive activity across many years—not only short-term animal movements.
(oceasch.org)

More: Two in critical condition after Barnegat Bay boar crash

She was tagged by the Archic Carr Center for Sea Turtle Rescarch in partnership with the
Caretta Research Project. OCEARCH monitors her movement with their shack tracker app.

She typically lays five or six nests a year, resulting in 31 total nests with 2645 eggs, 2184 of
Her satellite tag shows she spent last summer and some of the fall in Delaware Bay, before
taking a long, slow swim south to Wilmington, North Carolina,

When Jersey Shore native Dan Radel is not reporting the néws, you can find him in a college
classroom where he is a history professor. Reach him ar dadel @ gansctinj.com.

45




Case 1:26-cv-08892 Document1l Filed 10/08/26 Page 46 of 79

133.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
These Eastern NC barbecue spots turn a day trip into a feast,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Star News
article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural organization

as the original article, reproducing its section-by-section recommendations and paraphrasing the

substantive content from the article. See Ex. B at 17.
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QUERY

Pleasc Bnd and summarize the amicle with this etk and give me an in-depth summary:
These Easoern NC barbecue spoes rurm 3 day trip bneo a fease

In-depth summary

The aricle, wrbintn by Allison Ballard for the Wilmington StarMews aad published July 25,

2026, presents Easeern North Caroling barbecwe 23 boch a culinasy tradition and an ideal road-
diere Frde = h i celebeaned basbecos

of the region’s foed

Eastern Morth Carolina’s barbecue identity
The region’s defining seyle ls:

» Whale-hog barbecue, rather thin meat from only the shoulder
» Pork scasoned with 2 vinegar-based sauce

» Cooking and recipes mak across

» Rual seseaurants thar ofiea cmbody bocal history 25 much s dining culruse

Wilmingron Star-News

ARTICLE
f 4/2026/07/25/b bagkecue-

resraurants-for-a-wilmingron-coad-urip/ M3 754007/

These Eastern NC barbecue spots turn a day trip into a feast
Allison Ballard - Wilmingron StarNews

Just a couple of hours from the Wilmington area, ir's possible ro rake 2 closer look, and waste,
of ont of the country's most beloved and distinctive foodways. Sure, there are basbecue
eradicions around the woeld, but in Eastern Noreh Caroling, barbecue has been whole-hog and
vinegas-doused for decades, based on generarions of herrage.

Ard there are 50 many potential stops, cach offering ies own plece of the barbecue puzzle,

wehich makes ir casy o plin 3 day wip, o weekend geraway, exploriag the small rowns and
rural roads. If you've aready checked our dhe Wilmingron-area barbecue spos, and wane mo
explose mare, here are some ideas.

More: 60+ cestausaaes, bars, more have opencd this yeas in the Wilmingron asea

Classic ‘cue

The arvicle wears chese restduranes 38 incerconnecred pieces of 3 larger cradicion. Rather chan
ng oac defini ianer, it seaders o visit several 2nd compare theis There's probably mo betrer place w0 mast 3 than ight Inn BEQ in

approaches. Avden, It's b barbecnt, and mbxing in 3 bir of i exispy

siace 1947, Liuded § 132 In 1979 and has becowse 3
Classic destinations B 5
Skylight Inn BBQ — Ayden m 5 w3 iy il
Skylighe L i in 1947, GradysBAQ. 39003, and mighe
BBl e il A 2 ‘popular for house-made sides and desserts,
recogaized it in 1979, and Ix has since become 2 b for judging Easvern 2 for shieir cake on this sayle — Wilbs
barbecue. Bunrs Anden, B e, You - Al eapbe on
Grady's BBQ — Duudley R A i w‘m
el R e U et e ] basbecue trall for moae ideas.
dessers. he complete traditional basbecus meal rather th More: Wilmingron-area chef appears on Food Nerwark show ronight. How 10 warch
exclusively on smoked pork.
Orher catablish = od e Y New ‘cue

= Wilbet's Barbecue in Galdshoro
» Bum's Restaurant in Apden
* B's Barbecue In Groenville

St

barbecu trail and Bar-B-0) Hall of Fame for additional ideas.
A new generation of pitmasters

The asticle then explains that the eradition is cvolving rther than remaining frosen in the pas.

Sam Jones BBQ — Winterville

Sam Joncs is 3 thind-generation pitmascer descended from the Skylighs Inn tradition. His
how younger i preserve whole-hog barbecue while

adapsing its preseatation and nessaurant setting for contemparacy dintrs.

Southern Smoke — Garland
Chef and cookbook uthor Masthew Regisser offers another modern interprecation. His menu
combénes rraditional barbecue with more side dishes and ch 1

Together, these lluserare continuity: néwer pi are oot
abandoning Easteen Nocth Carcling's heritage, but expanding what can be done within it

Narional recognition
The asvicle widens the hincrary 10 include
institusions:

d by major culinasy

« Prime Barbecue in

* Dampf Good BBQ in Cary was also recognized by Michelin.

s Lexington Barbecus in Lexington received 3 James Beard Foundarion Amserica’s
Chassics Award.

seceived Michelin Bib

Lexingon Basbecue iepeesents 3 neighborkng bue distiace Noeeh Carclina esadition, making it
usefal for ravelers who want 1o compare regional sryles radher than focus exclusively on
eastern whele-hog baskoue.

Now, there are néxt gencration and newer ‘cu¢ masters who ant coming on the scene. Sam
Jones is 2 chird generation pitmaseer in che Skylighs lineage and his cpoaymous Sam Jones
BBQ thows how these traditions are evolving. And at Southern Smoke in Garland, chef and
cookbook author Maethew Regiseer also offers 3 contemporary 3pproach o barbecoe, sides and
specials.

STAY CONNECTED: Keep up with the area's luese food acws by signing up for the Poet City
Foodies newslener and following us on Facebook and Inscagram.

BBQ accolades

This seyle of food can also roceive some pretty great culinary honocs. IF you wane 1o add to
yous lise, Prime Basbecue in Knighedale carned 3 Bib Gourmand award fom the Michelia
Guide and Dampf Good BBQ in Cary abso ot 2 menrion from Michelin. For a neighboring
barbecwe siyle, try Lexingeon Barbecwe in Lexington, which earned the America's Classics
Award from the James Beard Foundation,

Travel tips

1f you're going £o hit the barbecus road, I il med and web if possible,
0 make surc businesses will be open when you ger chere. Bring cash. While some of these
spots Jceps cards, 2 few of them are cash-only.

Allison Ballard is the food and dining reporeer a2 the StarNews. You can reach her s
aballasd fusuodaveo.com.
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134.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Supervisor calls for referendum on Milwaukee County courthouse revamp,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the

same structural organization and reproducing the substantive content from the original article. See

Ex. B at 10.

= Require substanial long-term borrowing:
= Increase Future debe-service obligations:
+  Pur spwasd pressure on property tases;
* Consume bosrowing capacizy needed for parks, transit, roads, bridges and other
public facilities:
*  Commir tapayers before the project’s final Anancing suucrure is cheas.
The county's 2026 capital bidget was already constrained by 2 $56.8 million bonding limiz,
leaving $63.3 million in requested borrowiig suthesity unfunded. Biclinaki therefore belicves.

£pe-5.6-s0l Milwauvkee Journal Sentinel
QUERY ARTICLE
Phease find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth sammary: hittpse/fvww ¥ . 07/ 10/ supervisor-calls-fos-
Supervisor calls for referends n Milwaukee County h pevamp d T TE3S007,
In-depth summary Supervisor calls for referendum on Milwaukee County
The arvicle, pablished July 10, 2026, s Mibwauks courthouse revamp
Mwhw—uhuwwswwmmh:: Vanessa Swales - Milwaukee Joural Sentinel
million—roughly rwice

original projection. (zoLsom) A Milwaukee County Board supervisor wants the pub h !
What the referendum would do =o. s, ——
s ey I acont 3 B the November 3 ballot. It would ask In carty July, the county apdated its project estimate to $897 millicn to overhaul the crumbling

peopos 8 e et . B 3 il oxghly toubling Liddal
project’s construction phase. Biclinskl, whic has bees 2 % e board,
mmMmmHnﬂMywum]mﬂrmmmmﬂi Mlmﬂlﬁau eatingent reforendum on th 3 ballor. The
Instead, it would address fu b ial Biclinski's whether they 9 ¥ a0y
mmmslmmmm fund the vote. addinonal : the - & o
—_— The cescliion, which will go before the faance commirse on July 23, also auks for the

. eransber of 18,000 from the appropriation for contingencies o the Milwaukee Coupry
ik s arpanient Election Comanission to offsct the cost of the referendum.
Biclinski, described 23 the project’s strongest opponcnt on the County Board, argues that 3
peoject of this magairude could: “A capiral project of this size is likely 1o require subscantial long-term boerowing, debe service,

and future budge by County, which may place upward pressure oa
the property rax bevy 1o service the debr kssued ro Bmance the project,” Bielinski's resolution

woters deserve 2 formal voice before the county makes an enormous ph
commitment. (a0l com)

Why county afficials say reconstruction is necessary

Crowley administration’s response
Crowley's office called the referendum propesal premarure. Spokesperson Jonarhan Fera
argued that the county has not completed irs normal capital.project review and sill must:

1. Present updared conts publicly:
2. 1dentify and analyze avallable funding sousces;
3. Determine the fimal project scope;
4. Give the County Board, stakeholders and public complete informaticn.
The administration therefore contends that asking voters to decide befoce those details are
settled would p\l: “the cart before the hosse.”

Cost and construction timeline
Appeoimately $358.6 million had been allocaced from fiscal years 2024 through 2026 for

planning, design and consulting. Roughly $858 million would stll be required for
construction.

Design began in late 2024. Under the timeline described:

= Design and preliminary wark would continue through 2028;
+ Demolition would begin around 2025;
+ Constriction would ren from approximately 2029 through 2032,

The boag schodule also exposes the project to fiarther inflation, Bnancing and delay risks.
(aclcom)

Afier Bielinski's proposal became pablic, Joasthan Fera, the spekesman for Crowley, said the
resalution “really purs the cart before the harse.®

Fera noted that masy steps still poed 1o take place, incloding 3 public presentation on the
project cost and avallable funding opions, and the County Board stll must weigh ia cn the
possible funding svenses and the scope of the project.

“Milwaukee County has a process far -ing capital projects, which b yet
Fera said in a text message to the Milwaskee Journal Sentinel, "Elected Ieaders, stakebolders,
and the public deserve 1o have all the informarkon before being asked ro make rhese major
decisions.”

The design phase of the new courthowse complex began in lare 2024 and with inivial tinsclines
expecting to wrap up in 2028 and demalition st to start that year. Construcrion is expected to

Sob( the counry has allocared mdﬂrﬂa smmuumm‘mmﬁw

design and g work for the project. Appraximately $858
mﬂhwﬂhmﬁhﬁnkmgmm

The county's adopted capital budget far 2026 was limited to the approved bonding cap of
$56.8 millson, which leaves $63.3 million mu’quﬂk’d boading authosity unfunded, Biclinskis

i adding thar sub b g fior the projeet could limir the counry'’s
ability 10 finance other major infrastructure needs, such a3 parks, transir, bridges, roads as well
a2 other public Bcilities.

“Because of the magnitude and posential coanrywide fiscal impact of this project, Milwaukee
County voters should have a voice through a contingent referendum before the Coanty makes
a final phaze fands for the | project.” the resobution
said.

(This story was updated to add new information.)
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135. As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Ohio is losing people, housing is a big reason they flee,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Columbus Dispatch
article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural organization

as the original article, tracing the article’s structure and reproducing exact details from the article.

SeeEx. B at 23.

gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
©Ohio is losing people. Housing is a big reason they flee. | Opinion

Article overview

“Ohio is losing people. Housing is a big reason they flee.” is a November 26, 2024 opinion
column by Jon Melchi, executive director of the Bullding Industry Association of Cenrral
Ohio. It originally appeared in The Columbus Disparch. {yaheo com)

In-depth summary

Melchi argues that Ohio's projected population decline is closely connected to its failure o
produce enough suitable housing. An Ohio I i study cly
projected that the state could lose 675,000 residents by 2050. He presents that forecast as an
urgent warning for elected officinls, businesses, and communities.

Housing influences whether people stay

Central Ohio is an early warming

Ohio’s housing stock is old
Citing a whire paper from the BIA Foundation, Melchi reports thar:
« Nearly 20% of Ohio homes were builr before 1939,
» About half of the stare’s housing stock is more than 50 years old.

MNew construction has not recovered

Melchi comp Ohio with Indiana to il what he sees as severe underproduction.
Despite Ohio having nearly five million more resid the dl duced almost
idenrical numbers of homes: 26,726 in Ohio versus 26,681 in Indiana,

Before the Great Recession, Ohio regularly exceeded 40,000 annual housing starts. Melchi
argues that the state should work toward that level again. The undeslying implication is thar
©Ohio’s construction sector never fully recovered from the housing crash, even as houschold
needs continued changing.

Builders say they are ready—but constrained

He calls for builders and public officials to work together on a statewide, "21st-cenmury™
housing strategy.

The Columbus Disparch

ARTICLE
hietps:/ ispatch. com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2024/1 1/26/ohio-housing-
hottag jon-decline-columbus/76290502007/

Ohio is losing people. Housing is a big reason they flee. |
Opinion
Jon Melchi

“Our housing shortage is a long-term threat to the growth that we have
been fortunate to experience,” Jon Melchi

Jon Melchi is executive director of the Building Indusery Association of Central Ohio.

from a recent Ohio Department of Development study. Tt should be a wake-up call to
residents, businesses and elected officials.

Some will say that housing is a problem unique to central Ohio, and 1 disagree.

Central Ohio the canary in the coal mine

First, nearly 20% of the stare's housing stock was built before 1939, and 50% is over 50 years

Home builders are frustrated
Statistics demonstrate that despite having nearly 5 million more residents than Indiana, Ohio
produced oaly 45 more homes — 26,726 vs. 26,681,

Before the Great Recession, Ohio routinely topped 40,000 housing starts annually, and we
must push back roward that number.

1am privileged to work on behalf of the residential construction industry in central Ohio. I can
tell you firsthand the palpable frustration thar housing providers have at being unabie to meet
our communities” demands.

We stand as willing partners to help our local and stare officials understand the challenges and
work o find solurions to building homes in our region and state. We need a 21st-century plan
to build homes across our state, or we risk an increasing number of current and future

Buckeyes leaving our region and state 1o find communities thar can meet their housing needs.

48




Case 1:26-cv-08892 Document1l Filed 10/08/26 Page 49 of 79

136.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, "Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
What's the whitewater course like at Riversport OKC? We hopped on the rapids to find out," GPT-
5.6 retrieved an Oklahoman article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the

same chronological structure as the original article. See Ex. B at 33.
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gpt-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Picase find and summarize the arvicle with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
What's the whitewater course like at Riversport OKC? We hopped on the rapids to find out

In-depth summary

Amanda Avila's July 20, 2026 aricle for The Okishoman is 3 Brst-person account of navigating

mm.mmmmummmﬁenamm
P and § d with the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

LMLM

The setup

Avila artempes the course in an inflatable kayak, commanly called a “duckie,” despite being a
beginner. Her trip occurs while nearly 400 athletes from 50 countries are training at the facility
for the 2026 ICF Canoe Slalom World Championships.

mnmmmm-mdummawmmmm
B iy and iy o

§ even its easier route can be.

What the course feels like

that the easy section is over. The subsequent

* Larger and more foroeful waves

* Repeated drops

*  Greater risk of being pushed sidewsys

*  Less time to comect mistakes

paddling and q Avila finds that

Mhmmwﬂm-umm*m
from different directions.

The most dangerous moment

The comic episode il the

difference b merely getting through the
current and racing through it while accurately negotiating gates. Even on the beginner route,
controlling direction precisely is much harder than it appears from shore.

Final impression
The guide isc Avila's perfo hﬁ“ﬂ”wbm
mmmwuumwam—mm

short of a launch that would have carried her into the full competition channel.

The Oklahoman

ARTICLE

Bt/ /wwaw google com/gota?url = CAESVAEBTkeq Te-hQiZOSXSWOEmA APRIZG -
SQGOTBAYAZT | KX nOvIlwi-SMIE-

kTZF1ImO7 ordhhXqqqivKMiR UlewAERVjmie® jhi7 UINoLe ECDcHzPXbF-
44VEdUwbSxnX 13 QQoTaDYYAUERV IjW_LukHRGOS_YAsMUCIGyHkpV1aGogwA
WIWBIMTISHQIMI ELWIOMXuWNANS ghnbDgPrS8mwf crntsggsUomWmA = =

What's the whitewater course like at Riversport OKC? We
hopped on the rapids to find out

Amanda Avila * The Oklahoman

It rock only about a second at the top of Riversport Whitewater Center for reality 1o hit me.
1 was sitting in an inflatable kayak, about to go down the world championship and Olympic
course.

*No pressure,” Riversport director Chris Sorensen said with a laugh. "You're sharing the
course with the lalian medalist.”

O, great.
As part of The Oklahoman's series exploring the rise of canoe slalom in Oklahoma City ahead
of the 2026 ICF World Ch hips and 2028 Olympics, | naively agreed to take on the

m-th-wmnﬂ;ehuhlhwld—uum‘

And yes, nearly 400 athletes from 50 nations were already there training.

As | stepped off the golf cart and into the duckie — the inflatable, more stable version of a
kayak for people like me who don't know what they're doing — | saw Marna Berroncelli,

The ltalian canoe slalom star waved in my direction. At me? | have no idea. But | nervously
smiled and waved back. | wasn't about to leave a rwo-time Olympian hanging.

That was the second moment | got nervous.

The first came about 15 minutes earlier when [ heard the reparter who went before me had
fallen in.

Bt | already had all ay gear oce 2 helmet with 3 waterproof camera attached, a life jacker

strapped so tightly it was hard 1o breathe (or maybe [ was just breathing harder) and the cheap
water shoes | bought on Amazon the day before, when | leamed flip Sops weren't allowed.

There was no turning back now.

My first challenge was stepping into the duckie without tipping it over.

Challenge complete.
Then he smiled and said, “You're ready.”
You sure? | thought.

At leass it was a small drop. Not that bad.
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The amicle portrays Riversport OKC as both accessible and intimidating. Beginners can
experience the course safely with instruction, appropriate equipment and guides, but the
increasing speed and instability reveal why elite canoe slalom requires exceptional strength,

precision and composure.

More broadly, Avila uses her experience to help readers understand the venue physically: it is
not simply a recreational water attraction but a serious, technically demanding course capable

The first fow rapids were casier than | expected.

Then the gusde pulled over to the side. For a second, | thoughe | did something wrong.
“That was Level 1.7 be said "Now is where it gets hardee ™

That was the first time | heard there were levels to this thing.

1 gave a pervous "0k

of challenging Olympic-level athletes. (sports yahoo com)
‘We went down another chute ... and another ... and another. [ lost count.

The current kept getting faster. Fvery wave seemed d ined to shove me s and
make me fall off. The duckie suddenly didn't feel so stable anymore.

1 dug decp, relying on every bit of arm strength [ had to keep paddling as evenly and quickly as
[possible.

There was one point | thought § wasn't going to make it. | blinked, and soddenly | was
backward. BACKWARD.

All 1 could think about was the reporter who had fallen in before me. This can't be the

1 don’t know how | was able to turn it around so fast before another drop, but thankfully my
fight-or-flight instinces kicked in and got me back on track.

A couple rapids later, | looked up and realized | had made it through.

Miszion accomplished! | hadn't fallen in.

“That was it,” the guide said.

1 let out 2 huge sigh of relief

“Now we just get 1o coast through these gates.”

Feeling a little too confident, 1 decided to try weaving through them like the professionals.
Instead, multiple white poles were hitting me in the face. | was quickly done with that.

We paddied toward the stairs, stopping just before another launch that would have sent me
into the competition channel. | paddied with everything | had 1o avoid drifting that way.

As | stood up, both guides told me I'd done well.
"You were the perfiect client,” one said. "You're a natural,” said the other one.
Maybe they were just being nice, but I'll take it cither way.

The athlctes deserve all the credit for making it look effortless. | went down the beginner
version and was just happy to make it down the river in one piece without taking a swim.

Amanda Avila is a sponts intern for The Oklaboman. Have a story idea for Amanda? She can be
reached at asvilag oklaboman com or on X/ Twitter &t @avilaonair. Suppon Amanda's work
and that of other Oklahoman journalists by purchasing 2 digital subscnpeion roday at
subscribe oklaboman com.

137. As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Biggest and wildest snowstorms in Rochester NY ranked. See the list,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a
Democrat & Chronicle article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same
structural organization as the original article, reproducing the article’s ranked lists of Rochester’s
largest multi-day and single-day snowstorms in the article’s original order and including

distinctive details such as the 63-hour snowfall of the 1900 storm, the Blizzard of ‘66 deaths in
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Orleans County, and the 1999 state of emergency reimposed six hours after it was lifted. See Ex.

B até6.

gpe-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Please find and summartze the armicle with chis dele and give me an in-depeh summarny:
Biggest and wildest snowstorms in Rochester NY ranked. See the liss

Ill-dtp(h summary

The article, originally published by Rochester's Democrat and Chremicle and republished by
Yaheo, ranks the city's most extreme by multi-day and single-day
snowfall. | | point is thar Rochescer's position al soorm eracks—and
beside Lake Oneario’s lake-effect snow machine—makes historic winter storms 2 récurring part
ol local fe: (yahioo com)

Largest multi-day storms

1. Feb. 28-March 2, 1900 — 43.5 inches
Rochescer's bigges: recorded $10rm brought snow continuously for 63 hours.
Transporration and commerce scopped across the region, nearby Le Roy reporeed
10-fooe drifts, Geneva lose outside communication, and Brockport was reachable
only on horseback. Milk and ocher basic deliveries were severely delayed.

2. Feb. 27-March 3, 1984 — 31.7 inches
The six-diy Great Leap Day storm peaked when nearly owo feet fell during

CHp

Eebeuary’s inal wo days. Roch

ily shut dovn,

cven afer daily life began resuming on March 1.
3. Jan. 20-Feb. 2, 1966 — 28.8 inches

The Blizzard of '66 combined b 5 ke efiten, Some
communities near Lake Ontario's castern end reportedly reocived around 100
inches, with drifts reaching 30 feet. T ly=zed, supplics ran low, and

a Eacher and daughter died after their car was buried in Orleans County.
March 13-15, 2017 — 26.5 inches
Ies timing made this storm particularly damaging: it arrived only Bve days afier 2
major windstorm had knocked out power throughout the region. Schools and
businesses closed, while already strained residencs and wility crews faced anocher
Mmaar CCIReAcy.
5.Feb. 5-7, 1978 — 25.8 inches

Past of 2 major Eascern U5, storm, ke closed secrdons of che Thruway and helped

*

Rixic down Febeuary 7. T dind Erom I ks 2o
shoveling. Problems with the city’s response prompeed an investigation into snow-
removal failures.

Largest single-day rotals
1. March 1, 1900 — 29.8 inches
The biggest day within Rocheseer's record-sesting 1900 storm. Trains were
canceled, roads blocked, schools and stores closed, and demand for home-heating

coal surged.

2. Jan. 3, 1996 — 23 inches

Lake-effece anow i bilized roads and echer syseems. Schools
closed for rwo days, while I plowing di Iready 6. Iy

seraingd by earlier scormé—scruggled wich oyt cleanup.

3. March 4, 1999 — 22.3 inches
Snow accumulared ar rwo o chree inches per hour, producing widespread road
chaos and prompeing 3 stae of cmesgeacy. The stomm was wosse than forecasters.
had anticipared.

4. March 6, 1999 — 18,4 inches
i ¥ ¥

f 0 RN SRy

s and b closed. Togethes, th de March 1999

Rocheseer's snowiest March on recoed.

5.Feb. 14, 1960 — 158.4 inches
Deep drifts closed roads and grounded aircraft, although passenger mains kepe
operating. Two men died while shoveling. The storm contribured o the winter of
1959-60 bocoming Rochester’s snowicst season at the time.

Main takeaways

The 1900 storm stands alone: It holds both the multi-day and single-day records
&n the agticke.

Accumulation alone does not determine severity: Power Bilures, deifting, wind,
snowfall rare, deplered municipal resources and the riming of consecurive disasrers
often mazoered juse s much.

Lake effect is a major factor: Rocheseer can receive prolonged or unexpectedly
Enrense snowifall because Lake Onrarbo supplics mofsrure to cold air moving across
it.

* Back lly di ve: The 1999 scorms and the

back events are esp P

combination of wind and snow emergencies in 2017 gave authoritics and residencs

Democrat and Chronicle

ARTICLE
haspsa/

ey/weaher/2026/01/25/ biggess-and-wildese-
B7619438007/

Rochester's biggest and wildest snowstorms ranked. See the
list

Victoria E. Freile - New Yok Coanect Team

seorm tracks

Rochester is among th Thi s asirid)
north that often falls 35 saow inseead of rain.

And of course, the Flower Cley is locared along the shoue of oac of the warld's lasgese saow-
gencrating machines — Lake Oatario.

S0 epic winter Srrms are not uncommon. Here are some of Rocheseer's biggese:

Snowstorms in Rochester NY: Biggest multi-day snowfall
1. February 28 - March 2, 1900. 43.5 inches

Seow fell for 63 houss straight, making this the worst saowstorm and decpest saow pack cver
seen in Rochester. The monster storm haked commence and disrupeed lives throwgh the Grear
Lakes region, with cities from Cleveland o Buffalo 1o Monereal reporting blizzasd conditions.
In this area, Le Roy had 10-foos drifes, Geaeva was cut off from oueside communication and
the only people who made ir into Brockpore arrived on horses. In the city, people bemoaned
the Eact thar che daily milk rain had been hours lare and delivery vehicles weren's able o
aavigare che smreces.

2, February 27 - March 3, 1984. 32.7 inches

The Great Leap Day seorm, as this was knoven, extended for six seraight days. But the worse of
it came om the Last swo days of February, when nearky 2 foee of snow fell and the Rochester
area was briefly in shat-down mode. Prople had resumed their nocmal lives by March 1, but
bigh e0 chear serees and haul away snow.

3. January 29 - Febeuary 2, 1966, 28.8 lnches

‘The Blizzard of '66 fearured a grear deal of lake-effect snow, with reports of 100-inches
snowialls and 30-fooe drifts ar locarions near the ease end of Lake Oncario. The area was
pasalyzed for a time, and 3 fasher and daughuer died of exposuse along an Orléans County road
afeer eheir car, which theyd pulled off the road, was buried in snow. The Feb, 2 Democrat and
Chroaicl d a starding report that liers said ch was
running short of food.

4. Masch 13-185, 2017. 26.5 inches
This seorm was insidious in chat ir began jus fve days afier a ferocions windstorm Knocked

our power vo much of the Rochester area. Schools and most businesses closed: those thar
remained open had few customess, a5 0o one could ravel.

5. February 5-7, 1978, 25.8 inches

The entire castern Undeed Seaves was socked by chis scorm. Part of the New York Swam
Thruway was closed, and the stock exchange in New York City shut down a3 well. Lecally, it
searted slowly bur shut down Rochesver on Feb. 7, 1975. Two men died of hearr acacks afer
erying to shovel snow thar lay rwo fece deep. The city manager rer ordered an investigadon of
snow-removal filures.

Snowstorms in Rochester NY: Biggest single-day snowfall

L. Masch 1, 1900. 20.8 inches.

This mocher of all one-day storems forced cancellarion of most wakn service, blocked roads,
closed schoals, shureered stores and lefe coal companies husiling vo meee 3 spike in demand.
This was the second day of a dhree-day event that became the biggest snowstorm on record
hese.

2. January 3, 1996, 23 inches

F this

A good porris snouefall was lak froen Lake Oncario.
Transportation aceworks ground 1o 3 halr, and schools were closed foe owo days suraighe.
Municipal highway departments, cheir budgets already deplored by a heavy plowing werkload
in Nevember and Decembser, eried poverey.

3. March 4, 1999, 22.3 inches
*Blizzard of 99" screamed the headline atop the nexe day's Democrat and Chronicle. "Big blow
eniggers mammodh pasalysis, road chaos.” A scase of emergency was declared after 2 storm thae

drops 2 to 3 inches of snow an hour ravaged the region. Chagrined forecassers admired they
hadn't foreseen the severity of the srorm.

138.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt

asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
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NJ’s Jamie Ding wins 17th straight on ‘Jeopardy!’. See his ranking,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Bergen
Record article and output an extensive multi-section summary that paraphrased the article, tracking

its substance and structure. See Ex. B at 14.

gpt-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
NJ's Jamie Ding wins 17th straight on Jeopardy!’. See his ranking

In-depth summary
The article, written by John Connelly and published April 6, 2026, reports that **Jamie Ding of
Lawrenceville, New Jersey, earned his 17th consecutive victory on Jeopardy! ** (aolcom)

His historical ranking
The victory moved Ding into 10th place by himself on the show's all-time consecutive-
wins list. He surpassed:

+ Ryan Long, who won 16 games in 2022

+ Scott Riccardi, another New Jersey who won 16 ive games

After 17 appearances, Ding had camed $494,012. At that point, the article ranked him:

» Eighth in all-time regular-season winnings
+  19th in overall feopardy! winnings, including tournaments

How he won his 17th game
Ding faced Maggie Faucher, a rescarch assistant from Pittsburgh, and Mikey Hlcbasko, a sales-
operations director from Marietra, Georgia.

He dominated the game and entered Final Jeopardy with $44,200, compared with Faucher's
$7,400 and Hlebasko's $3,000. Because his total was more than twice the combined threat
pesed by his nearest opponent, he had already secured a runaway victory.

The Final Jeopardy clue concerned longstanding plans for an enormously expensive link across
the Morth Channel. The required response was Great Britain and Ireland, but none of the
three | ly. Ding’s wager reduced his final score 1o $31,611, which
became his winnings for the episode. {(pewspub live)

‘Why Ding’s run was especially notable
The article emphasizes that Ding was not merely accumulating victories; he was producing

strong |

On March 17, he reportedly achieved a $42,400 Coryat score, exceeding Ken Jennings’
previous benchmark of $39,200 from June 10, 2004. On April 1, Ding also posted a $39,200

Coryat score, matching Jennings' carlier figure.

A Coryat score the value of clues a o iy, while Sxchucing the
effects of Daily Double and Final Jeopardy wagers. It therefore helps indicate a player's
underlying knowledge and buzzer performance.

Background and public recognition
Ding works for the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, connecting his
public-service carcer with affordable-housing initiatives. His streak secured him a place in the
season-ending Tournament of Champions.

* Governor Mikie Sherrill

«  Senator Andy Kim

» Senator Cory Booker
Booker praised Ding both for

Although Ding lives in Lawrenceville, he osiginally comes from the Detreit area. He graduated
from Grosse Pointe North High School in 2009 and Princeton University in 2013,

New Jersey on tel and for supporting

The story also offers a lighter personal detail: Ding and his sister operate an Instagram account
reviewing General Tso's chicken from different hing Ding on the
program.

Main takeaway

The article presents Ding's 17th victory as a major milestone: it placed him among the show's
ten longest-winning contestants, pushed his regular-season earnings close to half a million
dollars, and reinforced his reputation as an Ily d player—not simply a
contestant surviving close games. (gol.com)

Bergen Record
ARTICLE

hteps://www.northjersey

wins- 1 7th-straight-on-jeopardy,/89489626007/

tv/ 2026,/04/06/jamie-ding-of-new-jersey

NJ's Jamie Ding wins 17th straight on Jeopardy!'. See his
ranking

John Connolly * Northjersey.com
The “Jeopardy!’ champ just keeps on rolling.

Jamie Ding, of Lawrenceville, N.J., won his 17th straight game on the long-running game show
to put him alone in 10th place on the all-time “Jeopardy!” wins list, according to
TheJeopardyFan.com. He broke a tie with Ryan Long (16 wins in 2022) and fellow New
Jerseyan Scott Riccardi, an engineer and Rutgers grad from Somerville, who won 16-straight
last July.

On the Monday, April 6 show, Ding won $31,611 to bring his 17-day total to $494,012, which
is eighth on the regular-season money list all-time and 19th overall.

Ding's opponents on Monday's show were: Mikey Hlebasko, a sales operations director from
Marietta, Georgia, and Maggie Faucher, a research assistant from Pittsburgh.

Take our quiz: Think you can beat NJ Jeopardy!” champ Jamie Ding?

Heading into Final Jeopardy in Monday's game, Ding had the contest wrapped up with $44,200
to Faucher's $7,400 and Hlebasko's $3,000, TheJeopardyFan.com reported.

The Final Jeopardy was: "At least since 1890 plans have existed to link these two istands across
the North Channel: a 2021 estimate ranged around $450 billion.”

All three contestants missed the correct answer, which was: "What is Great Britain and
Ireland?”

Inside the numbers: How NJ Teopardy!' star Jamie Ding's wins compare to past champions

Who is Jamie Ding?
Ding, who works for the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, has secured a
spot in the season-ending Tournament of Champicns.

He has a supporter in New Jersey Gov. mmmmmmﬂmhem
an impressive record on the show that began 62 years ago.

On the March 17 show, Ding sét the mark for highest Coryat score with with $42,400, topping
the record of $39,200 achieved by now Jeopardy!” host Ken Jennings back on June 10, 2004,
ling to TheJeopardyFan.com. On the April 1 show, Ding tied Jennings with at $39,200

Coryat. A Coryat scort, named after a former contestant, is the sum of the natural value of any
clues without Daily Doubles or Final Jeopardy.

Sen. Andy Kim has also tweeted out congratulations to Ding during this impressive run on the
show.

While Sen. Cory Booker tweeted on April 1: “Jamie Ding! Making New Jersey proud! This

Lawrenceville resident spends his days helping fund affordable housing across the Garden
State, then gocs on national TV and dominates. The man answers trivia on @Jeopardy and
houses people for a living. New Jersey does not miss. Keep buzzing, Jamie.”

Originally, Ding is from the Detroit area, having graduated from Grosse Pointe North High
School in 2009, He graduated from Princeton University in 2013.

Ding told his alma mater that being on the show is “phenomenal *

He and his sister have a Instagram account where they review General Tsos chicken at
called: 1 Ding talked about it on the show.
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139.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in downtown Detroit,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a
Detroit News article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural

organization as the original article, reproducing the substantive content from the article. See Ex. B

at 27.
gpt-5.6-s0l www.detroitnews.com
QUERY ARTICLE
Piease find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary: i‘lllps\ f.-"www detroitnews. (om/&mr}fmwlmb ‘michigan/2026/08/23/rally-ukrainian-
Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in downtown Detroit T flag-day-holiday hart-plaza/91433454007/
Article summary Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in
“Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in downtown Detroit™ was written downtown Detroit

by Carol Thompson of The Detroit News and published on August 23, 2026. It reports ona.
gathering of roughly 100 people at Hart Plaza marking Ukraine’s Flag Day and Independence
Day while urging continued American support for Ukraine. (2ol.com)

Carol Thampson - The Detroit News

‘What happened

The gathering served both as a cultural commemoration and a political appeal:
organizers wanted to ensure that Ukraine and the war’s human cost were not forgotten.

The central message

More: Ukrainian Americans in Detroit rally against Russia's war, call for freedom

"So, my friends, what we're doing here is more than celebrating the Independence Day of
Ukraine,” he said. “We're showing Americans that Ukraine is not just a place on a map.
Ukraine is a country full of people with huge hearts who support their independence and the
independence of America.*

mmmmmm-mmmm-mam

ch The lying arg) muww:whummsum
ifwﬁdunlglhﬂ.m dependent country vtk iF (]
other democracies as well. (30l.com)

Russia is escalating its air war on Ukraine as fighting on the battleficld grinds toward the 4-
1/2 year mark. At least six people were killed and around 90 wounded Friday, Aug. 21, when
mmamammm&mwmuqdwm

President Vi kiy's b local authorities said. At least six children were
wounded. On Thursday, Aug. 20, 16 people were killed in a Russian ballistic missile attack on
the Ukrainian capital Kyiv.

Zelenskiy called the k "absoluicly cynical and despicable”

mmnmumm“mmmnmmwm’

i rainis

"We are incredibly grateful to the American people and to the United Stares for standing with
Ukraine during these very difficult years,” Yakimenko said in a statement. “That support has
meant more to Ukrainians than words can express.

Appeal for continued support "Our message today is simple: please continue to stand with Ukraine. We hope Americans will
wmammumwummm»mm remain united in supporting the Ukrainian people and their right to live in a free, peaceful and
in the publi Sh de for the support pi d by the i dependent country. Ukraine still needs your support, your compassion, and your voice.”
p&&wﬁmwﬂhmu-manmmw&um i s

compassion and advocacy. e

Her statement reflects the article’s cenral as the war i public jon and

willingness to assist may weaken. The rally’s organizers therefore sought both to thank
Americans and to prevent solidarity from fading.

Wartime context

The story places the Detroit g; i against the p of g Russian aerial
mummnmmmmmmwmmm including
civilian and child casualties. Mmmpmmmmthedemum message: the
appeal for support d an active and g rian crisis, not only a symbolic
geopolitical dispute. (gol.com)
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140.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response below, in response to a prompt asking, ‘“Please
find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary: That's not Kathy
Hochul. Al campaign ads are going too far,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a USA TODAY article and provided
an extensive summary of the original article, following the article’s sequence and reproducing the

substance of the article. See Ex. B at 19.
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gpt-5.6-s0l USA Today

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
That's not Kathy Hochul. Al campaign ads are going too far. | Opinion

Article overview
Title: “That's not Kathy Hochul. AT campaign ads are going too far”
Author: 5ara Pequeno, USA Today
Published: July 16, 2026
nre: Opinion column (3glcom)

In-depth summary

The column argues dm Al-g: d political ing has crossed from ordinary

satire into d -ption, making go gulation necessary.

The Hochul deepfake

Peqs opens with dvert produced by the campaign of Bruce Blakeman, a

Rmummﬂewmkﬁw Kathy Hochul. It depicts a synthetic version of Hochul:
i e L T s e

. mmmmmmm
» Socializing with wealthy donors

+ Defending New York's elimination of cash bail
+ Standing near a man who offers her crack cocaine

None of these scenes occurred. Hochul's appearance and dialogue were generated using AL
Only a small disclosure at the end identifies the imagery as artificial.

Wh}r dlsdnsul:e is msuﬂiclent

The ad therefore does more than exaggerate Hochul's policies. By placing invented words in
her mouth and depicting events that never happened, it manufactures apparent evidence.

q sees this as fund: ly more ptive than

| negative ising.

A broader political trend

and discri
q axsucsdnau' pahualmmm&nhnmmsms:woﬁmsc
deg: i imagery. She refi i ing Zohran Mamdani and Barack
mmwcmmasmmﬁpwmmmmmmmmww
dehumanization.

That would produce an escalating cycle:

1. One campaign releases an effective AT attack.

creares a

2. Its opponent concludes that
3. Both sides increasingly employ fabricated footage.
4. Voters lose confidence in all political media, including authentic recordings.

https:/, i v/ opini ist/2026,/07/15/ai-decpfake-campaign-ad-
regulation-politics,/90901 990007/

That's not Kathy Hochul. Al campaign ads are going too far. |
Opinion
Sara Pequedio - USA TODAY

Since Al is nonhuman and therefore does not have a gauge of what is
appropriate, it falls on politicians to determine what's appropriate to
publish - and we all know what a disaster that can be,
mawmawwmu h ic New York g o is shown
g3 into a Juxury hotel, walking through a park filled with
mmmaﬂmw&hwm:amm
1n one of the final moments of the ad, Hochul talks about how the state “ended cash bail so
that we could stop punishing people who commit brutal crimes against our fellow New
Yorkers, like this nice young man.”

“Want some crack?” a tattooed man behind her asks outside a New York City police precinct.

At the end of the ad, Mwmmm and Hiegal Immigrants for
Hochul” flashes across the sereen. The words under it are the most important part, yet easy to
miss.

“Paid for by Blakeman for New York,™ the screen reads. “This video includes Al-generated
imagery.”

Nothing shown in the campaign ad is real. Not the hotel, the park, the clinic caring for sex
‘workers or the man offering Hochul crack. This isn’t even Hochul - it’s a version of her created
by artificial intellig a computer-g i doppelganger speaking in a hyperbolic fashion
0 benefit the g 4 ] bl pp in the ber election — Nassau County

Executive Bruce Blakeman.

Aside from the offensive things being created to disparage Democrats or make Republicans
appear to have more support than they might have, the use of Al is something that should
concern all American voters.

Another view: Politics doesn't need more fakery. Al s bringing it anyway. | Opinion

AI deepfakes distort the t.ruth in pohncs and beyand

There's also the fact that Al is being used to distort the truth — something that Republicans
who have used the rool have defended as free political speech, but it certainly enters a murky
legal arca.

Finally, it's concerning that Al is being used 1o generare images that are morally questionable -
at times even veering into racist territory.

In the 2025 New York City mayoral race, Zohran Mamdani was depicted by the Andrew
Cuomo campaign as eating rice with his hands. ident Donald Trump once used a video
depicting former President Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle, as apes.

&mﬂhmaﬁdmm:mmamofwhtsmkMOn
liticians to d th iate to publish — and we all know what a disaster that

mbe‘

Trump knows his Freedom Fuel is kind of socialism, right? | Opinion
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141.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Owls and Bulldogs were a bust. How Arizona State became the Sun Devils,” GPT-5.6 retrieved
an Arizona Republic article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same
structural organization as the original article, tracing the article’s structure and reproducing exact

details from the article. See Ex. B at 1.
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gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Owls and Bulldogs were a bust. How Arizona Stare became the Sun Devils

In-depth summary

Katherine Chircus’s Arizona Republic article traces how Arizona State University cycled through
several mascots before adopting the Sun Devils, an identity that has endured despite recurring
controversy over its appearance. (gports.vahoo.com)

From Owls to Bulldogs

ASU’s original mascot dates to 1889, when the institution was still called the Tempe Normal
School. Students selected the Owils 1o represent the school. Laver, after it became Arizona
State Teachers College, the mascot changed to the Bulldogs.

Neither identity proved permanent. As the instiution grew and evolved, students sought a
mascot that was more distinctive and connected o Arizona’s desert environment.

The 1946 vote

The creation of Sparky

‘The mascot became a live character in 1951, when student Dick Jacobs became the first
person to perform as Sparky. He appeared with Peggy Holiday and Peggy Sparkman, known as
the Sparketres. During the 1950s, Sparky’s presentation evolved from a human-faced
character into the masked figure familiar at athletic events.

Controversies over Sparky’s appearance
Sparky's identiry popular, bur
hlﬁLﬂn&meWthﬁlm nspicuous horns. Some religi
mm;:m»»mmmmmmwmm

i some il ened to withdraw financial support from the university.
Another backlash occurred in 2013, when ASU arrempted to make Sparky appear more

M&Mﬁmwmwmamm
against the redesign. The d from the ysal,

dly caused friction.

The Arizona Republic
ARTICLE

hurps:/, l.com.
sun-devil-and-sparky/91599728007/

ion/college/2026/09/19/history-of-the-asu-

Y/ news/

Owls and Bulldogs were a bust. How Arizona State became
the Sun Devils

Kartherine Chircus - Arizona Republic
1 was raised in a Sun Devil-supporting household — Arizona State University all the way.

But before students yelled “Forks up!” maybe they were barking.

In 1889, when the school was known as Tempe Normal School, the student body chose "Owls™
as the mascot. The mascot later changed to “Bulldogs” after the school became Arizona State
Teachers College.

A few years after the official mascot change, a human version of Sparky first appeared in 1951,
ASU student Dick Jacobs was the first to perform as the school’s hype man. He was joined by
Peggy Holiday and Peggy Sparkman as the Sparkettes.

‘At some point in the 1950s, the mascor changed from a human face to a masked figure.

In 1971, the student body voted to give Sparky an update. However, some religious alumni
objected 1o the new look, which fearured prominent horns.

The Republic reported that alumni even threatened to stop supporting the university
financially if it was "a school which adopes such a striking resemblance of Satan” for its
emblem.

When the school changed Sparky's look again in 2013, the university tried to make the mascot
“more cartoonish.” The proposal sparked a Change.org petition and Facebook groups before
the university backed down.

hmsuou@yammmmdsmdmsfcitmwlyiﬂwsedmﬂwm&rASUmmmqh

not simply to universi or

Central theme
The aricle is about the ion of i idenrity. "Sun Devils”
succeeded where “Owls” and "Bulldogs™ did nor because it was:

+ Distinctive: It separared ASU from schools using more conventional animal
MAasCots.

+ Regional: The name evoked Arizona's sun, heat, desert and dust devils.
* Adaptable: It could function as a ream name, illustrated logo and costumed

Pp it and have repeatedly d led

Bottom line: ASU became the Sun Devils through an overwhelmingly approved 1946 student

vote, inspired by desert imagery and reinforced by Berk Anthony’s Sparky ill
Subsequent disputes over Sparky’s horns and redesigns show that the mascot is not merely
branding; it has become a deeply held symbol of belonging to Arizona State.

herine Chircus was born and raised in Scottsdale and is a digital operations manager for
The Arizona Republic. Send tips on Arizona history items to kiritcke @azcentral com.

Crossing the pond: Arizona State football fans embrace a rare chance to warch London game
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E. Willful Infringement

142.  OpenAT’s unauthorized reproduction and display of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content is willful. OpenAl was intimately involved in training, fine-tuning, and otherwise testing
the GPT models. OpenAl knew or should have known that these actions involved unauthorized
copying of this content on a massive scale during training, resulted in the unauthorized encoding
of huge numbers of such works in the models themselves, and would inevitably result in the
unauthorized display of such works that the models had either memorized or would present to
users in the form of LLLM search results. In fact, in late 2023, before his ouster and subsequent
reinstatement as OpenAl’s CEO, Sam Altman reportedly clashed with OpenAl board member
Helen Toner over a paper Toner wrote criticizing the company over “safety and ethics issues
related to the launches of ChatGPT and GPT-4, including regarding copyright issues.”**?

143.  That OpenATl’s products can output copyrighted content has been the subject of
widely publicized reporting that users were using ChatGPT’s Browse with Bing plug-in to
circumvent paywalls and acknowledged by OpenAl on its own website.

144. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs go to great lengths to protect their content. They
register copyrights in their content and provide copyright notices in connection with their works.
Beyond the protections provided by the exclusive rights of reproduction, adaptation, publication,
performance, and display under copyright law, the USA TODAY Publications use paywalls to
protect some of their content and implement terms of service and terms of use that restrict the use
of the content provided on their digital platforms. USA TODAY Co., Inc.’s terms of service, which

govern each of the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, provide that, absent a written agreement,

users may not ‘“copy, reproduce, republish, upload, post, display, transmit, translate, perform, sell,

4 Andrew Imbrie, Owen J. Daniels & Helen Toner, Decoding Intentions: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND COSTLY
SIGNALS (CTR. FOR SEC. & EMERGING TECH. Oct. 2023).
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create derivative works, exploit, or distribute in any manner or medium (including by email or
other electronic means) any Content from the [USA TODAY Publication’s] Site.”** The Terms of
Service further instruct that users may not:

cache or archive any portion of the Content (except for public search engines
who create search indices solely for the inclusion of links and brief excerpts
of the Content attributed to us in search results, but not for Al-generated
summaries that operate as a substitute for the Content itself)

[...]

use our Site or any Content to develop or improve any software program,

model, algorithm, machine learning or artificial intelligence (Al) system or

tool (including generative Al), including without limitation for training, re-

training, fine tuning, grounding, retrieval augmented generation or otherwise

in connection with operating any such system or tool.

145. The USA TODAY Publications also block OpenAI’s web crawlers using robots.txt.

Not only do the USA TODAY Plaintiffs make clear that OpenAl is not permitted to use their
content by blocking OpenAl’s crawlers in their robots.txt files, but they also redirect detected Al

crawlers to a landing page that makes clear: “Crawling and scraping of our site is not permitted.”

43 Terms of Service, USA Today, https://cm.usatoday.com/terms/ (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).
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USA TODAY CO.

Attention

Content protection notice

Crawling and scraping of our site is not
permitted. If you are interested in our
content, please email:
distributedpartnerships@usatodayco.com to

engage in a business discussion.

Thartagen of bry drogs bave sorved UL

146. OpenATI’s general practice when crawling and scraping “did not include reviewing
websites’ ... Terms of Use or Service.” OpenAl’s corporate representative testified that he was
unaware of “any effort to detect paywall content in its training datasets” or “to remove paywall
content from its training datasets.”**

147. Indeed, OpenAIl’s own executives directed and approved circumvention of
paywalls when acquiring content. When one OpenAl employee informed Greg Brockman about
“a hack to get around nytimes paywall” to assist his efforts to scrape the site, Brockman responded:
“ah nice.” OpenAl’s designated corporate representative testified that OpenAl had no “method for
detecting paywalled content” in its datasets.*’

148.  Upon information and belief, OpenAl was aware of many examples of copyright

infringement after ChatGPT products were released, some of which were widely publicized. These

#In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 9, 56.
#1d. at 56.
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include multiple lawsuits (dating back to 2023) pending in this Court that allege such copyright
infringement.

149.  OpenAl knows a license is required—because it has paid for them to use content
belonging to other news organizations. OpenAl has entered into licensing agreements with over a
dozen news and media organizations, including the Associated Press, Axel Springer, The Atlantic,
and Vox Media. Those agreements prove that OpenAl understands copyrighted journalism has
value and that using it requires permission and payment.

150. OpenAl knew or reasonably should have known that training the GPT models on
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content would result in its products outputting material that infringes
those works. OpenAl knows that the GPT models have the propensity to regurgitate the
copyrighted material on which they were trained and that the outputs of ChatGPT include this
regurgitated copyrighted material.

151.  OpenAl also knew that its products were being used to elicit copyrighted content
based on, inter alia, OpenAI’s own acknowledgment of the issue on its website and the widely
publicized reporting that users were using ChatGPT’s Browse with Bing plug-in to circumvent
paywalls. In March 2023, OpenAl employees internally acknowledged that ChatGPT was able to
“access the content” behind a paywall, describing this as “[g]reat to avoid expensive
subscriptions,” but “[n]ot great for any company that provides a subscription-based service.”*®
152.  In July 2023, ChatGPT’s circumvention of paywalls became a viral topic of many

conversations online, including one post on X that received 1.9M views and a Reddit thread*’ that

gained 6.3K upvotes from Reddit users. Despite recognizing that the GPT models can reproduce

41d. at 14-15.
47 uW/HOLUPREDICTIONS, IT LooKS LIKE You CAN UsE CHATGPT TO BYPASS PAYWALLS, REDDIT (JULY 2023),
https://www.reddit.com/r/ChatGPT/comments/14j8qlu/it_looks_like_you_can_use_chatgpt_to_bypass/ (last visited
Oct. 6, 2026).
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copyrighted content and being aware that at least some of its users use the GPT-based products to
do so, OpenAl continued to use copyrighted material without authorization.

153.  OpenAl was also aware of the risk that its products could be used to generate Al-
generated “pink-slime” news articles—unreliable low-quality content that is often either
plagiarized or remixed from legitimate news sources. OpenAl knew that its GPT models were
being used to create unauthorized copies and derivatives of newspaper content on a massive scale.
OpenAT’s products have made pink slime news content farms cheaper, easier to make, and harder
to detect. Using OpenAlI’s published API pricing, it costs roughly $6,800 to generate one million
news-style articles averaging 500 words each—requiring no human author, editor, or reporter to
do so. The proliferation of GenAl pink slime news content is harmful to journalism because it
undermines the business model of news publishers by diluting the market with a flood of low-
quality inauthentic news material, publishing plagiarized content, and siphoning away readers and
advertising money.

154. Well-publicized reporting also describes use of the GPT models to create
disinformation, misinformation, or simply poor replications of newspapers’ copyrighted content
on Al-generated “pink-slime” news sites.*® OpenAl was aware of the risk of such use of the GPT
models to create unauthorized copies and derivatives of newspaper content, and upon information
and belief, was aware or should have been aware of the actual use of the GPT models to replicate

such material.*

48 Jack Brewster, How | Built an Al-Powered, Self-Running Propaganda Machine for $105, WALL STREET JOURNAL
(Apr. 12,2024), https://www.ws]j.com/politics/how-i-built-an-ai-powered-self-running-propaganda-machine-for-105-
€9888705; Jack Brewster, et al., The Year Al Supercharged Misinformation: NewsGuard's 2023 in Review,
NEWSGUARD (Dec. 27, 2023), https://www.newsguardtech.com/misinformation-monitor/december-2023/.

49 Sébastien Bubeck, et al., Sparks of Artificial General Intelligence: Early Experiments with GPT-4 (2023),
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2303.12712.pdf.
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155.  As further evidence that OpenAl knew or reasonably should have known that end
users use its GPT models to reproduce copyrighted content, OpenAlI’s platform publishes or has
published numerous Custom GPTs specifically designed to retrieve news content and circumvent
paywalls—despite OpenAl’s representation that it “set up new systems to help review GPTs
against [OpenAl’s] usage policies” and that it “‘continue[s] to monitor and learn how people use
GPTs.”>® One GPT hosted on OpenAl’s Platform titled “Key Word Internet News Search”

encourages users to query ChatGPT to “[f]ind latest ‘sports news’ from last 7 days on USA

TODAY.”
Key Word Internet News Search
Op sun jong lee A
GPT for structured news search, presenting results in table format.
Find latest 'sports Show recent List new 'science Search for
news' from last 7 'political events' discoveries' from 'economic updates'
days on USA Today from past week o... last 7 days on BBC from the past we...

156. As additional examples, OpenAI's GPT store has included a “Bypass Paywall”
Custom GPT, designed to “[a]ccess paywalled articles easily” and a “News Summarizer Ace”
Custom GPT that encourages users to “save on subscription costs” and “skip paywalls just using

the link text or URL.”

59 Introducing GPTs, OpenAl (Nov. 6, 2023), https://openai.com/blog/introducing-gpts.
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Bypass Paywall (by Paywall.vip)

o
i~

Access paywalled articles easily. Share your URL and get a Paywall.vip
bypass link instantly.

Share an article
URL - I'll give
you the bypass
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News Summarizer Ace

Productivity 300+
Conversation Starters
Sikip paywalls by Just using the Bypass tedious copy-pastor
link text or URL. vigeo watch or listen

Save on subscription costs

157. OpenAl approved and supported these Custom GPTs on its platform
notwithstanding its representation that it “led the Al industry in providing a simple opt-out process
for publishers . . . to prevent [its] tools from accessing their sites.”!

158.  OpenAl has the ability to monitor users that infringe the rights of copyright owners
such as the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. For example, in at least some instances where ChatGPT

detects that a user’s query seeks to elicit output violating the OpenAl content policy, which

requires that users “comply with all applicable laws,” instead of providing the requested output,

51 OpenAl and Journalism, OPENAI (Jan. 8, 2024), https://openai.com/index/openai-and-journalism/.
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ChatGPT will sometimes provide a message to the user stating, “this content may violate our
content policy.”

159. Not only is OpenAl capable of monitoring infringing outputs from its GPT-based
products, OpenAl has the ability to terminate user accounts that request and elicit copyrighted
content from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs and other rights holders. For example, in at least some
instances where ChatGPT detects that a user’s query seeks to elicit output violating the OpenAl

content policy, which requires that users “comply with all applicable laws,”>?

instead of providing
the requested output, ChatGPT will sometimes provide a message to the user stating, “this content

may violate our content policy.”

160. OpenAI’s Terms of Use provide:

We reserve the right to suspend or terminate your access to our
Services or delete your account if we determine:

0 You breached these Terms or our Usage Policies.

0 We must do so to comply with the law.

0 Your use of our Services could cause risk or harm to
OpenAl, our users, or anyone else.

F. OpenAl’sRemoval of Copyright Management Information from the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs Content

161. The USA TODAY Publications convey copyright management information

(“CMTI”) with their content. Each USA TODAY Publication conveys authors’ names, titles, and

52 Terms of Use, OpenAl, https://openai.com/policies/terms-of-use/ (last visited Oct. 7, 2026).
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publisher names with its works. For example, the following byline appears below the USA TODAY

article titled “The NFL stokes conspiracy theories again with Super Bowl 61 graphic.”

The NFL stokes conspiracy theories
again with Super Bowl 61 graphic
a Joe Rivera
' USA TODAY
Sept. 9, 2026, 9:08 a.m. ET
162.  OpenAl intentionally removed the CMI from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content
in the process of scraping their content from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, storing the
content in training datasets, using the content to train the GenAl products and/or in distributing
unauthorized copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content through the operation of OpenAlI’s
GenAl products. OpenAl knew that by removing the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ CMI, the CMI
would not be retained within the GPT models and/or displayed when its products disseminate
unauthorized copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content to end-users, and thereby would
conceal OpenAl’s own infringement as well as induce, enable, facilitate, or conceal end-users’
infringement resulting from their operation of OpenAI’s GenAl products.
163. OpenAlintentionally removed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ CMI from their content
in one or more different ways. For example, in order to construct the datasets used to train its
GenAl products, OpenAl used the “Dragnet,” “Newspaper,” and “Gutentag” content extractors

t.53

that, by design, removed the CMI from this content.”” These extractors target removal of CMI-

29 ¢

related terms like “byline,” “copyright,” and “©,” particularly where those terms appeared as

CML>*

3 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 77.
4d.
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164. OpenAl used the Dragnet®> and Newspaper>® content extractors®’ in creating the
WebText dataset, which intentionally removed the CMI from content scraped from the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ websites. Upon information and belief, OpenAl used these two extraction
methods, rather than one method, to create redundancies in case one method experienced a bug or
did not work properly in a given case. Applying two methods rather than one would lead to a
training set that is more consistent in the kind of content it contains, which is desirable from a
training perspective. The abstract of the paper describing the Dragnet content extractor states that
copyright notices are removed as part of the process of extracting the text content of a website:
“The goal of content extraction or boilerplate detection is to separate the main content from
navigation chrome, advertising blocks, copyright notices and the like in web pages.”® The
Newspaper content extractor operates according to instructions to separate and extract the article
text on the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ webpages while removing the CMI, including the CMI located
in the footer of the webpages, which includes the terms and conditions and copyright notices.

165. Dragnet’s algorithms are designed to ‘““separate the main article content” from other
parts of the website, including “footers” and “copyright notices,” and allow the extractor to make
further copies only of the “main article content.” Dragnet is also unable to extract author and title
information from the header or byline and extracts it only if it happens to be separately contained
in the main article content. Put differently, copies of news articles made by Dragnet are designed
not to contain author, title, copyright notices, and footers, and do not contain such information

unless it happens to be contained in the main article content.

35 Matthew E. Peters & Dan Lecocq, Content Extraction Using Diverse Feature Sets, IN PROCEEDINGS OF THE 22ND
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WORLD WIDE WEB COMPANION 89 (2013).

% codelucas/newspaper, GITHUB, https://github.com/codelucas/newspaper (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

57 Radford, €t al., supra note 28, at 3.

38 Peters & Lecocq, supranote 55.
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166. Like Dragnet, the Newspaper algorithms are incapable of extracting copyright
notices and footers. Further, a user of Newspaper has the choice to extract or not extract author
and title information. On information and belief, OpenAl chose not to extract author and title
information because it desired consistency with the Dragnet extractions, and Dragnet is typically
unable to extract author and title information.

167. In applying the Dragnet, Newspaper, and Gutentag text extractors while assembling
its training datasets, OpenAl removed the author, title, copyright notice, and terms of use
information, the latter of which is contained in the footers of the USA TODAY Publications’
websites.

168. The Defendants, when using Dragnet and Newspaper, first download and save the

t.5° This is at least because, when they use Dragnet

relevant webpage before extracting data from i
and Newspaper, they likely anticipate a possible future need to regenerate the dataset (e.g., if the
dataset becomes corrupted), and it is cheaper to save a copy than it is to recrawl all the data.

169. Because, by the time of its scraping, Dragnet and Newspaper were publicly known
to remove author, title, copyright notices, and footers, and given that OpenAl employs highly
skilled data scientists who would know how Dragnet and Newspaper work, the Defendants
intentionally and knowingly removed this copyright management information while assembling
their datasets.

170. Upon information and belief, OpenAl removed the CMI conveyed with the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ content when creating its other training datasets for the GPT models.

171.  OpenAl distributed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content as output of the GenAl

products knowing that the CMI originally conveyed with the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content was

% In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 9.
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removed without their permission. OpenAl did so knowing that such distribution would induce,
enable, facilitate, or conceal its infringement or the infringement by an end-user of the GenAl
Products. OpenAl employees have stated that they removed text that OpenAl “wouldn't want the
model to be outputting,” including “copyright notices.”®"

172.  Moreover, OpenAl removed the CMI with the intent to allow end-users to claim as
their own the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content output from the GenAl products. For example,
OpenAlT’s terms of use provide that end-users “own the Output” notwithstanding the fact that the
output contains reproductions of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.5!

173.  Accordingly, OpenAl knew or should have known that removing the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ CMI from their content, and outputting that content without the CMI, wrongfully
implied that OpenAl had permission to use it, thus concealing its own infringement. OpenAl also
knew or should have known that removing the CMI in this manner would induce, enable, conceal,

or facilitate infringement by end-users of the GenAl products.

G. Profit to OpenAl

174.  OpenAl has greatly benefited from its wrongful conduct. The financial benefits
have been staggering.

175. As mentioned above, OpenAl has described itself as “the fastest technology
platform to reach 10 million users, the fastest to 100 million users, and soon the fastest to 1 billion
weekly active users.”

176.  According to OpenAl, it has at least 900 million weekly active users. A subset of
those users pays for ChatGPT Plus, for which OpenAl charges users $20 per month. When

announcing the release of ChatGPT Enterprise, a subscription-based high-capability GPT-4

%0 1d. at 78.
! Terms of Use, supra note 52.
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application targeted at corporate clients, in August 2023, OpenAl claimed that teams in over 92%
of Fortune 500 companies were using its products.

177. OpenATl’s products powered by the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ and other copyright
holders’ content have been massive commercial successes. As discussed above, OpenAl’s founder
Sam Altman anticipates annual revenues of $100 billion by 2027 and as of March 2025, OpenAl
was on pace to generate more than $12.7 billion in revenue—more than $1 billion per month.
OpenAl’s recent recapitalization valued the company at approximately $852 billion, and the
company has filed with the SEC for an initial public offering expected to generate hundreds of

billions of dollars.

H. Harm to the USA TODAY Plaintiffs

178.  OpenATI’s massive profits stand in stark contrast to the harm its conduct has caused
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs, whose content was copied without authorization to fuel that
commercial success.

179. OpenAI’s unlawful conduct has caused, and will continue to cause, substantial
harm to the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. The content OpenAl copied in developing and deploying its
models cost the USA TODAY Plaintiffs hundreds of millions of dollars to create. The USA
TODAY Publications have spent those hundreds of millions of dollars and uncountable hours to
gather news and information for the reports they provide to their readers. Those readers support
the USA TODAY Publications by visiting their websites, purchasing their publications, and by
using services offered by the USA TODAY Publications’ affiliates.

180. OpenAT’s illegal and unauthorized use of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content to
train GenAl models has enabled OpenAl to create products that provide news and information
plagiarized and stolen from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. Such activity fundamentally undermines

the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ business model, because it results in substitutive products. By
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providing access to those substitutive products, OpenAl siphons off the USA TODAY
Publications’ existing and potential customers through its unlawful and uncompensated use of the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.

181. Indeed, as discussed above, OpenAl has publicly acknowledged that “the demand
for reliable local news is already visible inside ChatGPT at a rate of about 1 million prompts per
week,” with users seeking information about community events, local businesses, crime and
emergency response, legislation, courts, and public policy. The USA TODAY Publications cover
the same subjects in their local markets. OpenAl is now the one answering those questions, using
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ reporting without compensation.

182. OpenAI’s own senior executives acknowledged that its products substitute for the
news it copied. OpenAl’s Head of ChatGPT, Nick Turley, wrote that publishers face an “existential
threat” from OpenAl’s products and that they “are largely substitutive, period” and “will get more
and more substitutive as they get better.” An OpenAl software engineer wrote that “no matter how
prominently we show the links, users won’t click.” OpenAl Policy Director Jack Clark wrote that
OpenATI’s Al work will “increasingly lead to us creating systems that substitute for the labor of the
people that define the ‘culture’ of society.” OpenAl internal documents characterized ChatGPT as
“[tlhe modern newsstand” and acknowledged that ChatGPT provides “fast, timely
answers...which you would have previously needed to go to a search engine for” including “up-
to-date sports scores, news, stock quotes, and more.”%?

183. If people are able to access the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content through OpenAI’s
products without paying the USA TODAY Plaintiffs or subscribing to their products, they are

likely to do so and less likely to seek this information directly from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs.

%2 1n re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 1, 52-53, 67.
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184.  Additionally, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ business includes licensing content to
other media entities and publishers, but with clear guidelines as to how the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content can be displayed and used. In these cases, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs are
rightfully paid for the use of their work product. OpenAl’s illegal use of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content undermines these arrangements by providing the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content directly to readers.

185. Inthese ways, OpenAl’s illegal use and distribution of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content damages their ability to attract and retain paying subscribers while at the same time eroding
their ability to engage in and maintain licensing agreements with other publishers of news and
information.

186. Likewise, OpenAl’s illegal use and distribution of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content damages their ability to attract and retain readers while at the same time placing their
credibility and reputation at risk.

COUNT |I: Copyright I nfringement (17 U.S.C. § 501)

187. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs incorporate by reference and reallege the preceding
allegations as though fully set forth herein.

188. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are the owners of the registered copyrights listed in
Exhibit A.

189. By illegally amassing datasets containing the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted
works, including by scraping copies of their content from their websites and reproducing these
works from third-party datasets, OpenAl directly infringed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive
rights in their copyrighted works.

190. By exchanging copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works with

Microsoft—including the Bing Index content transferred to OpenAl, the jointly crawled Project
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Mango content, and OpenAl’s delivery of its GPT-3 training dataset to Microsoft—OpenAl
independently infringed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights of reproduction and
distribution under 17 U.S.C. § 106(1) and (3).

191. By creating training datasets and storing, processing, and reproducing the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works in training the GPT models, OpenAl directly infringed the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights in their copyrighted works.

192. By storing, processing, and reproducing the GPT models trained on the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works—which OpenAl designed to memorize and recognized did
memorize their training data—OpenAl has directly infringed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
exclusive rights in their copyrighted works.

193. By disseminating generative output containing copies and derivatives of the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ content through the ChatGPT offerings, OpenAl has directly infringed the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights in their copyrighted works.

194.  On information and belief, OpenAlI’s infringing conduct alleged herein was and
continues to be willful and carried out with full knowledge of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ rights.
As a direct result of this conduct, OpenAl has wrongfully profited from copyrighted works that it
does not own.

195. By and through the actions alleged above, OpenAl has infringed and will continue
to infringe the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights.

196. As adirect and proximate result of OpenAl’s infringing conduct alleged herein, the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs have sustained and will continue to sustain substantial, immediate, and
irreparable injury for which there is no adequate remedy at law. Unless OpenAl’s infringing

conduct is enjoined by this Court, OpenAl has demonstrated an intent to continue to infringe the
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USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are therefore entitled to
permanent injunctive relief restraining and enjoining OpenAlI’s ongoing infringing conduct.

197. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are further entitled to recover statutory damages,
actual damages, restitution of profits, attorneys’ fees, and other remedies provided by law.

COUNT I1: Vicarious Copyright | nfringement

198. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs incorporate by reference and reallege the preceding
allegations as though fully set forth herein.

199.  OpenAl Foundation/OpenAl, Inc.; OpenAl GP, LLC; OAI Corporation/OAI
Corporation, LLC; OpenAl Group PBC/OpenAl Holdings, LL.C; and OpenAl Global, LLC
directed, controlled, and profited from the infringement perpetrated by OpenAl OpCo,
LLC/OpenAl LP and OAI International, Inc./OpenAl, LLC, including the reproduction and
distribution of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works.

200. OpenAl Foundation/OpenAl, Inc.; OpenAl GP, LLC; OAI Corporation/OAI
Corporation, LLC; OpenAlI Group PBC/OpenAl Holdings, LLC; and OpenAl Global, LLC are
vicariously liable for copyright infringement.

COUNT I11: Digital Millennium Copyright Act — Removal of Copyright Management
Information (17 U.S.C. 8§ 1202)

201. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs incorporate by reference and reallege the preceding
allegations as though fully set forth herein.

202. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs included one or more forms of copyright-management
information in their content, including: a copyright notice, authors’ names, publisher’s name, title
and other identifying information, terms and conditions of use, and identifying numbers or symbols

referring to the copyright-management information.
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203.  Without the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ authority, OpenAl copied their content and
used it as training data for its GenAl models.

204. OpenAl removed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyright-management information
(“CMTI”) when building the training datasets containing copies of their works, including removing
this information from content scraped directly from their websites and from content reproduced
from third-party datasets. OpenAl used text extractors—including Dragnet, Newspaper, and
Gutentag— designed to identify and remove CMI, including by targeting CMI-related terms such

29 ¢

as “byline,” “copyright,” and “©.”

205. OpenAl removed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyright-management information
in generating outputs from the GPT models containing copies or derivatives of their content.

206. By design, OpenAl’s GPT-based products do not preserve any copyright-
management information, and the outputs of OpenAI’s GPT models removed any copyright
notices, titles, and identifying information, despite the fact that those outputs were often verbatim
reproductions of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content. Therefore, OpenAl intentionally removed
copyright-management information from this content in violation of 17 U.S.C. § 1202(b)(1).

207. OpenAl’s removal or alteration of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyright-
management information has been done knowingly and with the intent to induce, enable, facilitate,
or conceal its or end-users’ infringement of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights.

208. OpenAl knew or had reasonable grounds to know that its removal of copyright-
management information would facilitate copyright infringement by concealing the fact that the

GPT models are infringing copyrighted works and that outputs from the GPT models are infringing

copies and derivative works.
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209. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs have been injured by OpenAl’s removal of copyright-
management information. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are entitled to statutory damages, actual
damages, restitution of profits, and other remedies provided by law, including full costs and

attorneys’ fees.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs demand judgment against each of the
Defendants, jointly and severally, as follows:

1. Awarding the USA TODAY Plaintiffs statutory damages, compensatory damages,
restitution, disgorgement, and any other relief that may be permitted by law or equity;

2. Declaring that Defendants’ past, present, and future use of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content is unlawful and infringes the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights and other
lawful rights and privileges;

3. Permanently enjoining Defendants from the unlawful, unfair, and infringing
conduct alleged herein;

4, Ordering destruction under 17 U.S.C. § 503(b) of all GPT or other LLM models

and training sets that incorporate the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content;

5. An award of costs, expenses, and attorneys’ fees as permitted by law; and
6. Such other or further relief as the Court may deem appropriate, just, and
equitable.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

The USA TODAY Plaintiffs hereby demand a jury trial for all claims so triable.

Dated: October 8, 2026 By: /s/ Steven Lieberman
Steven Lieberman (SL8687)
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Jennifer B. Maisel (5096995)

Hugham Chan (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Kristen J. Logan (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Bryan B. Thompson (6004147)
ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST & MANBECK, P.C.
901 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 900 East
Washington, DC 20001

Telephone: (202) 783-6040

Facsimile: (202) 783-6031

slieberman @rothwellfigg.com

jmaisel @rothwellfigg.com

hchan @rothwellfigg.com

klogan @rothwellfigg.com

bthompson @rothwellfigg.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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